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1 Tim. 4, 3. 
Speakgnglies in Hypecrifie, having their Conſci> 
ence ſeared with an bot iron. | 


2 Tim. 3.8, g. 
New as Janus and ma a withſteod Moſes, fo 
do theſe alſo refift the truth : men of carxuept mi 
reprobate conuctrning the F aith. 


roceed na. further : for their folly 
0 all men, antheirs alſo was. 


| Libr ary of the 


New York 
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Meſt Honourable Privy Cound ; 


| TO THE 
RIGHT HONORABLE 


ANDO BRIDGEMAN 
Knicat and Baronet | 


One of 
HES MAJESTIES 


Th The AUT HOR 

© Devoteth his beſt Services 

2 | 
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: DEDICATETH | 


IThe VSEand BENEFIT of his 
5 Enluing Labors. 
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{HeBiſhops of Romeyx the per- 
 fonsof Zozimus, Boniface, 
and Celeſtine, Succeſſicvely 

} oppoſed cheeSixth Council of Car- 
| chage,  confoſting of 2:7 Fathers (a- 
| mong Whom the great S. Auguſtine 
| is acknowledged to be one * ) in the «,, x, 
| matter of * Appeals © which was the 1 the 
| firſt ep made by that irregular Chair, the: Rexpon 
| zo the Bxorbitans Supremacy which 
| they afterward claimed. In vindi- 

cating that Claim before the Council, 
tbey produced two counterfeit Canons, 
fathered upon the Occumenical Synod 

al Nice - which were by the Records of 41 
Carthage, Alexandria and Conſtan- » 
tinople, in the preſence of all thoſe 3 
Fathers, in the fixth Council of Car> 
thage, deteFd to be forgeries, as weil 
as by the Tenor of the undoubted Ca- 
#015 of the Nicene Council is ſelf. 
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which are centrary to thoſe by the 
Roman (hurch pretended ; and ſo 
they were efteemed by the Fathers in 
that fixth Council who were flart- 
led at the fight of thoſe New unbeard 
of Monſters, at their firſt Publication, 
aborve 1260 years ago. * 


Tpor this Paſſage, I redoubled in 


the "Book an obſervation ( to make it 
more remarkable, ) which you Till 


find cap. 2. pag. 9. to this purpoſe, 


Thar in the firſt General Council 


of Nice it was ordered, that the 
chiefin every Province ſhould con- 
firm the Ads of his inferior ' Bi- 
ithops ; And if any Trouble did 


arile which could not be decided. 
by the Metropolitan , Proviſion 


was made Caz.F5. ( in words fo 
clear and forcible,that none mote 
plain can be pur into their places ) 
that the laſt Appeal ſhould be made 
to Conncils, and that the Perſon 
condemned in any Province ſhould 

not 
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If 1 he fed. to. 0- 
thers. That Parentheffs (In words-ſo 
clear and forcible , that none more 
plain can be pix in their places.) 
relates to the CANON # ſef: 
which here follows that you may ſce 
bow forcible it is, and how mucb 
plainer then the very Words into 
which I had comtratied it. It is wor- 
thy your Confideration , as on of the 
molt Important Records in Antiquity, 
es to by all the Popiſh Compi« 
lers of the Councils themſelves. 


[., an. F. Concerning thoſe that To brake. 4 


are Excommunicated, - whether in h 


the order of the Clergy or the Eaitie, es 


by the "Biſhops in every ſeveral 
province , let the Sentence prevail 
according tothe Canon, that th*y, 
who are calt out by ſome, be nor 
received by others , But let ir be 


required that no man be exclud- 
ed the Congregation, by the Pa- 


 fillanimitic, or contention; or anv 
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choiakercfon har more. nay 
be iequired into, we think it fir, 
chat Councils, ſhould every; year 
throughout every Province twice 
i celebrated, that ſuch Queſtions 
ay be ditcuſſed by the ( ommon 
Pa of all the Biſhops alſem- 
bled together. And fo they that 
have evidently offended agaiaſttheir 
Bithop, ſhall be accounted Excom- 
municatcd: according to reaſon, by 
all , till it pleaſeth the Community 
of Biſhops to pronounce a milder 
Sentence on ſuch. Bur let the Coun- 
Cils be held, the one beforethe Qua- 
arageſima betore Eaſter, thatall di(- 
ſeniion being taken away,we might 
offer a moſt pure Gifc unto God : 
2nd the {econd about the middle of 
eIttumn. | 
Had the Canon ſaid, Thelaſt Ap- 
peal ſhall be made to Councils ; they 
11at are arcu{Iomed taſuch _ without 
"NY 


ow _ eafly how evade 


'F be particularly excepted, Se 
; need of expreſſing the exception; becauſe 
| bythe general and Tacit Conſent of all 
| bheis a the Limits of ſuch Laws, and 
above the Autbority of that, and all other 
Councils. Thus they might fill render 
the matter doubtful by their Subterfuges 
and*Pretences , 4s indeedihey do, is c- 
vading one expreſſion of the (anon it 
ſelf. For whereas the Fatbers ſay, Let 
the Sentence prevail according to 
the Canon, tharthey, whoare caſt 
out by ſome, be not received by o- 
thers : Thoſe Popiſb Hirelings make an 
exception of theBiſhop of Rome where 
the Oecumentcal Synod maketh nove: and 
might as well except him bere, though the 
Council had [aid in termn,The laſt Ap- 
peal ſhall be made to Councils, For 
the laſt Appeal to any ſubordinate Au- 
thority , over which the Councit had 4s 


; ny Legiſlative Power was ordered, they 
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might 
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b £0 Commcils - *But 


tbe Biſbop of Rome being the Head of 
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the Church,, aud baving the ſupreme 


Ambority over all Councils, was wot 


thought of in this Canon: nor was it fit 


be ſbould be at all memtioned,becauſe that 
would imply he was undur their au- 
thority. The Prodigious Height of 
their uſurped Claim being their ſole 
Defemce,and their incredible Boldnefs 
the amazement of ignorant People which 


'& their chief ſecurity. s 


But the Council adding tothe for- 
mer expreſſionthis clauſe, ThatCoun- 
cils ſhould every year, throughout 
evry Province, twice be celebrated, 
(for this very end )that ſuchQueſtions 
may be diſcufled by the common 
authority of all the Biſhops afſem- 
bled rogether : it puts aw end 30 the 
bufeneſs : eſpecially when they add, Ttat 
they who have evidently offended 
their Biſhop, ſhall be accounted ex- 


communicated according torcaſon, | 
ill 
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vill it” Pleaſeth the! corny 
Bifkops to pronounce a milder Sari- 


tence. Buttbat which rendeny it moſt 


plain and forcible , 11 tha 
Councils be held , the one 


the \Qradragefima. before Eaſter®, 


that'all Difſention being raken * 


way , we might offer a mot pure 
Gift nnto Gov. And the fecond a- 
bout the middle of .Autnmn, © A1the 
wit in the world could not have inven- 
ted a more clear and apparent proviſi- 
on, 42ainſt the Roman Biſhops ab- 


fe ard and impudemt Pretences. No Eva- 


fron (1 think) can poſſibly be made there 


from. when it is once noted and under- 
food. For the Bar put in againſt the 


Pope,is not here in Words, but Things. 
It implies that the C ontroverfie mu#t be- 
fore Eafter be fully determined : The ve- 
ry end of calling ſuch a Council, and 
holding it chen Tris the taking avvay 
of all difſention, that we mighr of- 
fer up 2 moſt pure Gtk or Sacrifee to 
God: 
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redtothe Church as that time, we might 
receive the Sacrament in Peace aud 
Charity. Whereas, if after the Sentence 
of the Council, the bufeneſs were to be 
carriediothe Court of Rome ; Suits. and 
Quarrels could not be ended againſt- Ea- 
ſter, but would be lengthened in many 
Provinces, beyond Ealterz both by rea- 
Jon of the Seas and Regions, tobe paſ< 
ſed over by old and Crazy Perſons, ſuch 
as the rvenerable Biſhops were, before 
they could come from their own (Coun; 
tries io the Roman Chair ; and by 

thoſe Prolatory delays they might find 
there, the matter being wholy referred 
10the Popes pleaſure. 

The Variation of the Letter 7# the 
"Book,made my Note on this place look 
t00 like the Text of the Council # /elf; 
which for as much as it vappened in a 
moſt weighty Place, I could not witha 
good Conſcience let it paſs without ac- 


quainting the Pious Reader with the 
ſame 


$ S 
SM 


» the Canon ; which was the occaſion of 


| 0 2 
WF 
W.-H 


| this Pramonition, becauſe ſo neceſſary to 


BY 
F/ 


faithful 
page'2 6, and 
27. Te without girving this Gloſs s pors 


a clear and full underſtanding of all 
the procedure. | 
This Note ts the more weighty) be- 


þ cauſe the Nicene Conncit #« confeſſed 


ow both ſides, (by w for its' own ſake . 
| and't#s conformity to the Scriptures, by 


the Papiſfs, forthe Popes, that bave ra- 
tified is, )tobeof great Authority ;next 


| 10 the Holy Bible, the very firſt » aud 


moſt indiſputable that u, Yet this Can- 
on laid inthe foundation, utterly ocver- 
thrgwes all the foilowing *Pretences and 
Forperies of the Roman Biſhoys. 
IWhich 1 beſecch the Reader to examine 
more perfetly. For though by many 
Arts and long Succeſſes, the Biſhop of 
Rome bas aſcended to an Ecclefiaftical 
Supremacy; and 4 ſubtile Train of 


 Dodht ines, us laid, to make him the Uni- 
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verſa] po nr þ 'of «wa World, as 


much higher then the Emperour, as ithe 


Eun 1s greater than the Moon, «as 


they expreſſe it : Te. the Sonrance 
of' an Emwacnt X Divine well ac- 
quainted with theſe Aﬀairs in a late 
Sermon preached before theLord May - 
or and Court of Aldermen tx rhe G {= 
ty of London, and ow publiſbed, te ve- 
ry true, * The Supremacy of the Ro- 
man Church was a meer Uſurpati- 
on, begun by Ambition, advanced 
by Forgery and defended by Cruel- 


Ty. 
ERRATA: 


4 Reader before he enters upon the Book is defired 
ro corre theſe, as the principal Errata's, with his 
Pen. Page 35 linc1$dele new p.431.21 r.love of the world 
_— s5for Councils r.Stateſmen p.651. 16aft. Magdenburg 


p65 .21 for 163g. 1535. P-104 |. Tſe nffe- 
p 1071. 10 for 1618 r. 1608. p. 109 adde int argin 11 


137l. 7 r Right uſe of the Fathers. p 159 Lult. r.Tranſe- 
pl p. 172 Cap. 45. Contents : for Falfity r. Folſely. 
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TO LRE 


E HF” Rergry, one of the moſt Anciert 

Fathers , Scholar to S. Palyearp:, 

S. John's Diſciple , in his' Book a- 

gain(t Hereſtes, giveth us four no- 

table marks of their Authors : 

Firſt, he ſheweth how they diſpuize' thefr I 
Opinions; Errour never fſhews It SF; tren. pro- 
Haith he, leſt it ſhould be taken naked; but * 
7s artificially adorned in a ſplendid Man- 

© tle, that it may appear truer than Truth it 

$ ſelf, to the more unshilful, 2. That baving ;;; , 

"4 Do@Grines which the Prophets never preach- cap. 1, 

ed, nor God taught, nor the Apoſtles deli- 


> vered, they pretend unwritten Traditt- 
Ponse Ex'non'Seriptis legentes, as he phra- 

& ſethit. 3. They make a Rope of Sand, that 114. 
They may not feem to want Witneſſes; paſ* 

# ſing over the Order and Series of Writings, 

Þ and as much as in them lies, looſeng the 

f 1 mbers of the Truth, and dividing then 

BM I 


from 
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Lib, t, 


cap, 17+ 


An Advertiſement 


from each other : for they chop and change, 
and making one thing of another , deceive 
many, &c. But that which I chictly in- 
tend is the fourth 5 They bring forth a vaſt 
multitude of ierryvhat and Spurious Wri- 
tines, which themſelves have feigned , to 
the amazement of Fools ; and that thoſe 
#14y admire then, that know not the Let- 
zers (orRecards) of the Truth. How far 
the "Papiſts have trociden the foregoing 
Paths, it is not my purpoſe to unfold, on- 
ly the laſt, the Heretical pravity of Apo- 
cryphal and Spxrious Booksz how much 
thcy have been guilty of impoling on the 
World by feigned Records, I leave tothe 
evidence of the enſuing Pages; which I 
heartily delire may be anſwerableto the 
A{crit of ſogreat a Cauſe, 
Vincentias Lirinenſts, another eminent 
Father, praiſed by Geanadizs, died in the 
time of Theodoſtus and Valentinian. He 
wrote a Book. agaizft Hereſees in like man- 
ner; wherein preparing Furniture and 


InftruGions againſt their Wiles, he at firſt 


telleth us, that the Canon of the Scripture 
is alone ſufficient : Then, that the concur- 
rence of the Fathers is to be taken in , for 
ihe more clear certainty of their ſenſe and 
::caning. Uponthis latter point he ſaith 


altcrwards , Et neither are all Hereſees to 
be 
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be aſſaulted this way, nor at all times, but Vin. Lir, 
only ſuch as are New and Green: to wit, ©? 3 


when they firit ſpring up , before they have 


' falſifled the Rules of the Ancient Faith, 


while they are hindered by ſtraitneſs of 
time, and before (the Poyſon ſpreading a- 
broad) they have endeavoured to corrupt 
the Writings of the Fathers. So that He- 
reticks have inclination enough, where 
they are not hindered by traitneſs of time, 
to corrupt the molt Ancient Writings of 
the Church : For which cauſe he further 


ſaith in the ſame place, But Hereſtes that bid. 


are ſpread abroad, and waxen v1d, muſt not 
be ſet upen in this jort , becauſe by long 


cantinuance they have had epportunity to 


ſteal away the Irath. Whatſoever Profanes 


reſſes there be therefore , either of Schiſmes 
or Hereſtes that are grown Ancient , we 
ong/t in no caſe otherwiſe to deal with 
them then either to convince them , if it 
be needful, by the Authority of the Scrip- 
tures only; or at leaſt to avoid them, as 
convided of old, and condemned, by Oni- 
verſal Councils. 

In this Admonition the Father informs 
us of two things - Fir{t, that it is poſſt- 
ble for Errour to prevail and ſpread 4- 
broad; to cantinue long,and wax old; Se- 
condly , that having gotten pollefſion of 

B 2 Books 


Books and Libraries ; © 


ay falfifie the 


Rules of the Ancient Faith and fleal away 


the Truth, by corrupting the Writings of 


the Fathers. In which cafe , he will not 
have the Controverſie decided by the 
Fathers, but by the Scriptares only, or by 
old Oniverſal Conncils. 

But if Erroxry proceed fo far, as to cor- 
rupt the Corrcils too, then of necefiity 
we muſt have recourſe to ſome other re- 
medy ;z either to the Scriptures alone , as 
he direCteth ; or elſe we mult detect the 
frinds, whereby the Councils themſelves 
the ſame inconvenience, is evident, both 
by the paucity of Ancient Records, and 
the many Revolutions that have been 1a 
the World: efpecially ſince Nature teach- 
eth men to ſtrike at the Root, attempts 
are more aPt to be made upon them, be- 
cauſe Hereticks are prone tc be molt bu- 


fie in undermining the Foxndation. 
Fhat it is poflible for men ſo far to ad 


againſt their Conſciences, as to corry 


the Ancient Records if Truth, you lee by 
the premiſes: and that it is ancafie thing 


for them to effect it, that have gotten a}l 
Kind of Books and Libraries inte their 


hands, is apparent; becauſe they that 
keep them, order them as they pleaſe - 
DS.) 


are falſffed - For that they are liable to 


by than thoſe who ſtile themſelves falſly 
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Z So that if Hereticks 
> Maſters of them, for many Ages toge- 
ther, we may not rafhly adventure our 
= Salvation upon their owe Records- All 
" the World knows, that the Church of 
: Roxee had all the Libraries of theſe We- 
' ftern parts, for many Apes, inher power 3 
| & that the Eaſtern parts are ſwallowed up 


y 
V2: 


DE. £ JOSE yer WE Tn. ERIN LY, 
# AF a $25 Ra IANS 
E: - b TS 
4 P 


3 = ” > RY - 
- at » IE þ 3 >. * 2 PAs , 
z ” =» nat Fo IDE PS; PIR 204 A IO FAL TITS Fa on en Woes PO Y , . 
) T Z; $a, wit Po Re OI EN Os 4. CESS, In LS AN Fe ee ES ET OI rn Cee AS OO 1 > RN - Ee ES AE at Ioegh pt Sees ee 
Ob Ne - ES "> as I T:- CR RY Ed FI Ns ad a 7 0 OE "3s Fa og OE 208 ME Ce rs er ET 0D, ROTO Y p " 
. - © | RE © 0-125 be: a Pat RI: fo >. wu SE EE ave SS Lo rae by 0 (BRSE 5 Ko ; rg " I- 
: 4 FR. LEES, Treat Ed A ha 7 en by £ I % o ne oy 28" ROY 
F+ 3 SG þ £8 2 Cr IIS . <B3by 
+ bn aaa SE TI F. = 6,3 
Ls 5 . ? _ © 
” Me » : i FP 
. > — * Fo - 
DN 
@* : : & 
au 


be the Lords and 


by the Deluge of Mebumetaniſm: All that 
can ſeem/harſh , js, that ſhe that pretend- 
eth her ſelf the Catholick Church , ſhould 
be guilty of Hereſſe. But if the property 
of falſifying the Fathers and Councils may 
paſs for a Badge of Hereſie, there will no 
greater Hereticks be found 1n the world, 


Catholicks., For as the ſight of the polit- 
bility of ſuch a thing made Vzncentius 
talk more like a Propbet than a Father, 
the Church of Rome hath fo behaved her 
{elf ſince his departure, as if ſhe intend- 
ed eminently to fulfil his Predictions: 


' which will in the proceſs of our Diſcourſe 


be made evident to the pious and Chri- 
{tian Reader. 

S. Berzard lived toſece the accompliſh. 
ment of that which Lirinenſis teared ;, for 
he flouriſhed in the Eleventh Age of the 
Church , when the Pope and his Chair 
were mounted up to the top of their 

B 3 Height 


A bh. 


Thid, 


Height and Grandeur; and bearing an 
impartial Teſtimony . he wrote many 
things againſt their Enormities - The V1- 
ces of their Popes, with thoſe of all o- 
ther Orders and Degrees of men in the 
Church of Rowe, he inveyeth againſt at 
large, in his 33. Sermon upon the Caxti- 
cles; ſmartly touching their Yair. glory, 
Pomp, Luxury, Avavice, Simony, Uſurpa- 
tion, and Incorrigibleneſs; fothat for any 
Piety or Conſcience in them, ſuch fraxds 
might eaſily be digeſted. He diſtinguiſhes 
the State of the Church into four ſeveral 


periods. or four different times; to each - 


of which he annexeth one peculiar temp. 
tation: Terropr in the Night of Perſecy- 
tion, Errowr in the Morning of her Peace, 
the heat of Luſt, and the glaring fplen- 
dour of Riot and Exceſs, beautified with 
Riches, and varniſhed over with Hypocr;- 
fee in the Noon of her proſperity, and the 
Guile of Deception im the Evening; where 
with great vehemence, and impatient 
ze2), he ſpeaketh thrice in little room, of 
a certain —_ 5 walking in the dark. Now 
a little before his time, and not long af- 
ter the ſecond Nicene Council, that Far- 
del of Forgeries came forth under the 
Name of Igdore , which ſeduced all the 
late Calke@ ors of the Decr CCS and Coun- 
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'piſts (at lealt it they have not been wil- 


_ ful corrupters of the Records themfelves, 


Zwhich is much tobe feared) and diſco- 
= vered a deſign (probably) to S. Bernard 
alſo, that was then on toot in the Court 
®Zof Kore, to alter and deface the Moxy- 
ments of Antiquity: For Kiculphas , the 
? Archbiſhop of Mentz, 


who firſt ſcattered ©: 


” thoſe Forgeries abroad, and Beredidns m.;,s,-,8. 


= Levita, who firſt put them into the Caps- 
tular Books of the Kings of the Freaks, 


- and being conſcious of their weakneſs , got Hhid. 


= them confirmed by the Authority of the 
= Roman Chair. Hincmarus Laudunenſis 
* alſo, whom Barozixs calleth Nowiſſimune 
* uſque ad hec Tempora ColleForem, The laſt 
= ColleFor of the Conncils, till his own Age. 
: All theſe lived before S, Bermards time : 


= Sodid Hmcmarus, Archbiſhop of Rhemes, 


| who having a more ſagacious Noſji ril than 
> ordinary.as Baronins oblcrves,did hrit at- 
| tempt the detection of the fraud, aud was 
accuſed for the ſame, and that ſo rough- 
ly ,-that as Baronixs further notes out of 


Frodoardus his Hiſtory of Rhemes, he was 7% 


forced to recantz and though he did it, 
he was marked with Infamy , for having 
attemqted to reprove them. S. Bernard 
therefore having ſuch a Mirrour before 
Þ 4 his 


ed 


HH his eyes, ſpeaking covertly for his own 
i ©0335 preſervation, yet plainly enough for the 
{ n:horsCorvifion , among other noto- 
; 015 and open Abomimnations, ſeemeth to # 
ſt:ikeat this in particular: For ſhewing #® 
the State of the Church to be more mi- * 
ſerable under the Pompous Hypoeriſfte of ©» 
tte Popes, thaneither in the n!ght of per- 
ſccution under Heathen I yravts, or in * 
the conflicts of Hereticks that ſprang up 
in the morning, in the midſt of the 
brtghtneſs of that Glaring Nooy, he taiks 
F | of, « work going on inthe dark, a delign 
oh. p11v'ly carried on by the inſtigation and 
* procurement of the Noon-day Devil, that 
ſhould flortly after appear to ſeduce the 

E Fern. reſt, if there be any in Chriſt,(ſaith-he,)a- 
1b. hiding yet in their ſumplicity : For be hath 
ſwallowed up the Floods of the Wiſe , and 

the Rivers of the Mighty, and truſteth in 
himſelf: that he can take Jordan into his 

mouth, that is, the ſumple>and the lowly 

that are in the Charch. Which immed1- 

ately following that buſereſs walking in © 

the dark, makes me to believe. that he 
 lnoked upon that baſtzeſs as the Engine 

, of their Deception; which gave him the 

Hint, to ſpeak by way of Prophefie, con- 

cerning the fourth Temptation that was 

Jet to come, in the Churches Declenſi. 

on 5 


#0 the Reader. 
Fon; and which he expreſly noteth to. be 
7 the immediate means of opening the wa! 
 # for Antichriſt to appear. His words £4 
| 8B very Poinant and Emphatical : 1+ was 
 # bitter at firſt in the Death of Martyrs, 
' more bitter in the confli&® of Hereticks , 
> but now moſt bitter in the manners of Do- 
' meſtichs : She cannot pat them to flight, 
” fe cannot fly them, they are ſo multiplied 
- upon her: The Plague of the Church is in 
the Entrails, and incurable ; therefore its 


bitterneſs is moſt bitter in its peace. But 


in what peace © It is peace, andit is not 
peace; peace from Pagans, and peace frout 
Hereticks, but truly none from ber Chi!- 
dren: The voice of weeping is in that 


alted them , but they have deſpiſed me! 
They have deſpiſed and defiled me with 
their filtby life, their filt hy gain, their filthy 
commerce; and finally, with that bulinels 
; walking indarkneſs. It rexrains now that 
; the Noon-day Devil ſhould appear ts ſeduce 
3 the reſt, if there be any inChriſt abiding 
get in their ſumplicity. 

That S. Bernard intended this, is only 
my conjecture z becauſe whatſoever he 
{pake againſt, under that Title of Dark- 
neſs , he chole obſcure terms, as it ſhould 
ſeem on purpoſe : for that buſineſs 15 Ar> 

Cannim 
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* time! Thave nouriſhed children, and ex-_ 


<5 


RL $4 


Fey 
3. 
ns Fab 


VI NEE ©. GY Act Let nota 
hay. EE 222." ESE - oe be [IN a IE £4 ni, 
ee, le OE oo, Lo Es OD ENS, 
£ , : p Re keg £25 ET, US TIDIT 2 CRE 
AY FT RL; R .- x 
7 Ch 
Ae | iſa 


$ KAI. - 
SORE OE, 
Xt WY $6 
s I-40 % Po 


canum Imperii, the Great Myſtery of the 


Raman Chair , the Popes Palladinm , not 
robe ſeen with profane eyes; nay, the 
very Ark of his Moſ# Holy Place, to be 
lookt into by none but his own faithful 
Prieſts: It was Death to look into it 
with ſaſpitiows eyes , Or to expole it to 
thoſe of the people Where we may far- 
ther obſerve, that as a Serpent hideth her 
head, and expoſeth any of her members, 
for the preſervation of that , to the 
ſtroaks of her Enemy ; ſo doth the 
Church of Rome delire more to conceal 
this Grand Art of counterfeiting Eccleſs- 
aftical Antiquities, than any other points 
leſs Radical and Y:ital: All other Con- 
traverſies are but ſuperficial blinds, more 
freely expoſed to her Enemies debares, 
that mens eyes may be turned another 
way from this Arcemm., which is with 
all endeavour hidden from the people : 
And for this cauſe they find it better to 
bay up the Editions, than anſwer the 
Diſcoveries ; which makes Dr. James his 
Treatiſe, and Blondels Pſendo-Iidorns, (0 
rare among the people. 

Matters of Fact may be manifeſt e- 
nough , where the means of contriving 
them remain unknown - a conjecture in a 
circumſtance therefore deſtroys not the 
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- Ur += hg You will find other kinds 
: , Zof Arguments in the ſubſequent Epitome, 
* Ethan bareconjectures. In the mean time, 
 B#hbe pleaſed to remember, that the Papiſts 
{ © have had all kind of Books, nay, and 
 2Libraries in their hands; thar the Roman 
g ' Clergy (eſpecially thoſe that attend the 
7 Chair) have Glory, Wealth, and Plea- 
2 ſure enough to tempt them to ſuch en- 
Z deavours ; that the Pope hath Power es 
' 2” noughto reward his Creatures , and that 
© they have actually endeavoured to cor- 
' ruptſuch Books by their Indices Expur- 
. # g4toriz, as alſo to put forth Apecryphal 
Z and Spurious Pieces ; which Dr. Reynolds, 
Z Dr. James, Biſhop Jewel, and the Learn- 
# ed Craſhaw, as well as the Irdices them- 
2 ſelves, do evidently declare. It ſhall 
2 here appear more clearly, that they have 
Z adulterated all by Counterfeit Records ; 
2 the very places and things corrupted, 
: being themſelves produced, dereCted and 
| reproved. 
. I ſhall not deſcend into the latrer A- 
* ges, but keep within the compaſs of the 
firſt 420-years, and lay open fo many of 
their frauds, as diſgurze and cover the 
- face of Primitive Antiquities, Which 
| to be preſerved moſt ſacred and 
| Pure. 1t is ſufficient to prove, that -_ 
rne 
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em 
the Streams are infetted by the Poyſor 
that is thrown mto the Fourtain-head; 
and to expatiate downwards,would over- 
{well the Book, which is intended to be 
little, for the nſe and benefit of all. Net- 
ther ſhall I talk of the Fathers at large - 
I will not meddle with their Amphilochi- 
us, Abdzas, S. Denis, &c. but keep cloſe 
to Records, and pablick inſtruments of 
Antiquity, winch have the force of Laws : 
Such as Apoſiles Canons, Decretal Epiſtles, 
and Ancient Councils; which they have 
either depraved by altering the Text, or 
fallitedg as it were, by Whole-ſale, in 
the intire Lump : And I ſhall concern 
my ſelf in the latter, more than the for- 
mer. 
I defire the Reader to note, that I do 
not truſt other mens information, but 
mine own eyes; having my ſelf ſeen the 
ColleFors of the Councils , and ſearched 
into all thetr Compilers for the purpoſe: 
| Neither do I uſe our own. but their moit 
affectionate and Authentick Writers, 
the circumſtances of the things them- 
ſelves ( intheir moſt approved Authors) 
detecting the Forgeries. 
Before I ſtir further , I ſhall add one 

 paflage which befel me 1n the Schools , as 
I was !tudying theſe things, and ſearch- 
: ing 
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$ ing the moſt Old and Authentick Re- 
2 cords in purſuance of them. One Even- 
” ing, as| came out of the Badleian Libra- 
* ry, which is the Glory of Oxford, and this 
; Sniow: at the Stairs-foot I was faluted 
_ by a Perſon that has deſerved well both 
of Scholars and Learning, who being an 
intimate Friend of' mine , told me there 
was a Gentleman his Coſen, pointing to a 
Grave Perſon, in the ©xadrawele, a man 
that had ſpent many thouſand pounds i In 
promoting Popery , and that he had a 
deſire to ſpeak with me. The Gentleman 
cameap to us of his own accord: We 
agreed, for the greater liberty and pri- 
vacy, to walk abroad into the New- 
Parks. He was a notable man, of an Elo- 
quent Tongue, and competent Reading, 
bold, forward, talkative enough: He 
told me, that the &hurch of AKome had 
Eleven Millions of Martyrs , Seventeen 
Oecumenical Coun ils, above an Hundred 
Provincial Conmcils , all the Dodors, all 
the Fathers, Unity, Antiquity,Conſent, CC. 
I dcfired himto name me Oze of his Ele- 
veu Millions of Martyrs, excepring thoſe 
that died for Treafon in Queen Eliza- 


beths, and King Fares his days: For the 


Martyrs of the Primitive times, were Mar- 
tyrs of the Catholick, but not of the Ko- 
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An Advertiſement 
ar Church : They only being Martyrs 
of the Roman Church, that die for Trax- 


ſubſtantiation, the Popes Supremacy, the 


Doctrine of Aſerits, Pargetory , and the 
like. So many he told me they had, but 
I could not get him to name one. As for 
his Councils, Antiquities, and Fathers, 1 
asked him what he would ſay, if I could 
clearly prove , that the Church of Aoxee 
was guilty of forging them , ſo far, that 
they had publiſhed Carors in the Apoſtles 
names, and invented Councils that, never 
were; forged Letters of Fathers, and De. 
cretal Epiſtles, in the name of the far(t 
Biſhops and Martyrs of Rowe, made 5, 
6, 700 years after they were dead , to the 
utter diſguizing and defacing of Anti- 
quity , for the firſt 400 years nexr after 
our Saviour? Txſh, theſe are nothing but 
lyes, quoth he, whereby the Proteſtants en- 
deavonr to diſgrace the Papiſts. Sir , an- 
ſweredT[, you are a Scholar , and have 
heard of Ipdore , Mercator , James Mer- 
lin, Peter Crabbe, Laurentins Surius, Se- 
verinus Binias, Labbe, Coſſartins, and the 
ColleFio Regia, Booksof vaſt Bulk and 
Price , as well as of great Majeſty and 
Magnificence: You met me this Evening 
at the Library deor; if you pleaſe to meet 
me there tomorrow morning at eight _ 
the 


br $5 ws 145 286, we & " 
4 7 o b, by WA. ee 
IE ee” og wn ge, 


Z the Clock, I will take you 1n;. and we 
2 will go from Claſs to Claſs, from Book to 
| F Book, and therel will firſt ſhew in your 
2 own Authors , that you publiſh ſuch In- 
® {truments for good Records; and then 
| .; prove, that thoſe T»ſtruments are down- 
= right frauds and forgeries , though cited 
#* by you upon all occaſions. He would 
F not come; but made this ſtrange reply ; 
= What if they be Forgeries ? what hurt is 
# that to the Churchiof Romc? No! (cryed 
” 1, amazed) Is itnohurt to the Church of 
Rome, to be found guilty of forging Ca- 
ons in the Apoſtles names, and Epiſtles 
in the Fathers names, which they never 
made ? Is it nothing in Rewee to be guilty 
+ of counterfeiting Decrees and Councils , 
* .and Records of Axtiquity © I have done 
with you! whereupon l turned from him 

as an obdurate perſon. And with ths I 
thought 1t meet to acquaint the Reader. 
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AN | 
ABRIDGMENT 


Cap. 1. () the Nature, Degrees, and # 

HB | Kinds of Forgery. J 
Io Cap. 2. Of the Primitive Crder and -| 
C Government of the Charch. The firſt Popiſh * 
Encroachment upon it , backed with For- 
gery. The Dete&ion of the Fraud in the 
= Sixth Council of Carthage. 
'4 Cap. 3.-4A mmltitude of Forgeries ſ6- 
= eretly mingled with the Records 'of the 
Church , and put forth under the Name of 
Hidore, Biſhop of Hiſpalis: Which Book 3s 
owned, defended. and followed by the Pa- 
pijts 

Cap. 4. James Merlins Edition of the 
Conncils, who lately publiſhed Wdore Hi- 
ſpalenſis for a good Record, which is now 
deteFed, and proved to be a Forgery. 

Cap. 5. Divers Forgeries contained i 
Iſidores connterfeit Collection, mentioned 
in particular. | 


Cap. bo 


WENT Br lob the: 7 Re 4 FIDEO : } RI ek EE ie oh Pa M | | OY | 
5 IS PALE SS OE Sg i SE 4 44 Er. HEE eb Oe SD IEEE TID Edt En Rn Tt es on Aeth enoen 2 
ws OOTY 6 Coat a7 2 (405 42S CONES wr $5 0) t.7 . NEBFL s 4 > Im TI... % -. . CY) £72 =. > nets” 34 EY 1 SEO TIO Ne as 55 ws "oc | ITY 
—_ ASLREEERES oat. $<; TT ASINS £ RB ASCIEYIEEE ad + >, ICS + 458 «*£ 2 0 ED IS Os. 0 FR » 42 4 IFy. CPVT"S; ca ER VE. 24 rar. ped PE and tun”, 
> BS dy Po "ths eds, etl ges nnd» $7 IO TEN * or) oo 0 REN, arg Pc) — 83 SET > PR EAI AN] RR SST ane Os OM OS RO I EP OT I OR ED — 
: - x II + £ 7 Þe oynvs Sits ELINS > 2). tu — Pc kt et NE ET) ORE Ho nes Pe = PG A oe nl : . 4 MY 
GO EN EN "A "4. WG HEM 3h - I A 9 ' E wh” ; 
: b nr nb SS a " "Ss 4 . : S 
- - F . 
a” : + : l 
: 4) £ LLTOC Py . 


bu 


'F Cap.*&. 4 further accoun 


= be a Biſhop, others a Merchant, others 4 
Sinner; no man knowing well what to 
> zrake of him. | 

= Cap. 7. of Francis Turrian, the famons 
E Teſmite , with what Art and boldneſs he 
E defendeth the F orgerzes. . 
3 Cap.8. of Peter Crabbe, his Tomes of 
# the ouncils, Wherein he agrees with, and 
# wherein he differs from Indore and Mer - 
© lin. | Ws 
; Cap.g. of Carranza his Epitome : He 
” owneth, and uſeth the Forgcries for good 
s Records. 

Cap. 10: Of Surius his four Tomes , 
and how the Forgeries are by him confirm- 
ed, He hath the Reſcripts of Atticus and 
* Cyril, by which Pope Zozimus was con- 
+ vided of Foreery, in tbe fexth Conncil of 
| Carthage. : 
* Cap. 1:. of Nicolinus Eis Tomes, and 
= their Contents for the firſt 420 years. How 
= full of Forgerie:. His Teſtimony concern- 
3 7ng the ſixth Council ef Carthage « with 
” his way of defending the Popes Forgery 
= therein. | 
Z Cap. 12. Nicolinus his Epiſtle ts Pope 
zSlxtus Y, His contezpt of the Fathers. 
& He beginneth to confeſs the Epiſtle of Mel- 
Z C chiades 
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chiades to be naught. He overthroweth the 
Legend about Conftantines Donation. 
Cap. 13. The Epifie of Pope Damaſus 
to Aurelius, Archoiſhop of Carthage , 
commanding the Decretals of the Roman 
Biſhops to be preached and publiſhed , and 
Fathering thoſe Forgeries on the H. Ghoſt. 
Cap. 14. Connterfeit Canons made in 
the Apoltles names , defended by Binius. 
A Glympſe of his Pretences , Sophiſtries , 
aud ContradiGdions. A forged Council of 
the Apoſtles concerning Images, defended 
by Binius, and Turran. 
Cap. 15. A Book called the Pontifical, 
A falfty fathered upon Damaſus, an Ancient 
3 Biſhop of Rome. How the moſt Learned 
A of the Popiſh Collectors wſe it as the Text 
on which they Comment in their volumi- 
nous Books , yet confeſs it to be 4 Forgery 
full of lyes ard contradidions. 

Cap. i6 Of the Decretal Epiſiles, for- 
gedin the Names of Holy Martyrs and Bi- 
fheps of Rome, for many kundred years 
together : The ferſt was ſent from $, Cle- 
ment, by S. Feters Order, to $ James (as 
they pretend) Biſhop of Jeruſalem , ſeven 
years at leaſt ; and by the trueſt account, 
more than ſeven and twenty years after he © 
was in his Grave. $. Clements Recogni- : 
tions , 4 confeſſed Forgery 5 which _— C 

et ” 


We 


Z 2th the firſt DO > f F; Clement fo be 4 
XZ real fraud. 

* Cap. r-. of Higinus, and Fius. 4 zs- 
X table Forgery in the name of Hermes : 
S Where you have the Ti eftimony of an Angel 
Z concerning the Celebration of Ealter ; ne- 
T ver cited while the matter was in con- 
7 troverſre. 

' F Cap. 18. A Letter Fathered on Corne- 
, | Iins, Biſhop of Rome , concerning the re- 
| f | mroval of the Apoſtles Bones , about the 
EF Jear2 4. It grves Evidence to the Ant1- 
quity of many Popiſh DoFrines , but is it 

elf a Foreery. #\ 

Cap. 9. The ridiculous Forgery of the 
Council of Sinueſla , put ints the Roman 
Martyrologies. How the City, and the 
Name of it , was conſumed ( no man can 
tell when) by an Eartoquake, CC. 

Cap. 2-. Drvers things premifed , in 
order firſt to the Eſtabliſhment, and then 
to the Refutation of Conltantines Dona= 
tion; the firſt hy Binius, the latter by the 
Author. Th> Forgeries fs iarcel!us, Pope. 
Euſebius, ad Binius together, opened. 

Cap. 21. 7he connterfeit Edit of our 
: Lord Conſtantine the Emperour : where 
: im the Weſtern Empire was giver to the 
,” Biſhop of Rome. 

; Cap. 22, The Donation of Conſtantine, 
C 2 __ prove# 
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"Av Abridgment, Sec. 
proved to be a Forgery by Binius himſelf. 
He confeſſeth the 4@&s of Pope Sylveſter 
(which he before had cited for good ) to 
be Forged. 

Cap. 23. Pope Melchiades Epiſtle coun. 
terfeited. Indore Mercator , the Great 
Seducer of all the Roman Collectors, con- 
fe/jed to be a Forger. The Conncil of Lao- 
dicea corrupted by the fraud of the Pa- 
piſts. - 
Cap. 24, Threeſcore Canons put into 
the Nicene Council after F inis, by the 
care and Learning of Alphonſus Filanus. 
Epiſtles counterfeited in the name of Syl- 
velter, and that Council, 4 Roman Coun- 
Cil, under Y ope Sylvelter, wholly counter- 
ferted. Spurious Letters F ather'd ox Pope 
Mark, Athanalius, azd the 54 of E- 
oypt, to defend the Forgeries that were 
lately added to the Nicene Council, 

Appendix. Cardinal Baromus bis Grave 
Cenſure and Reproof of the Forgeries. His 
fear that they will prove deſtr iÞive and 
pernicious to the See of ROwue. 
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Of the Nature, Degrees, and Kinds of For- 
gery. 


\He Sin of Forgery 1s fitter to be 
ranked with Adultery , Theft, 
Perjury, and Murder, than to be 

committed by Pr/efts and Prelates: One 
 A@af 1tisaCrineto be puniſhed by the 
* Fuages ; what then is a whole Life ſpent 
in many various and enormous Offences 
of that nature ? 

C 3 If 


* : 
7 
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Koman Fozgeries, 

If a Beggar forge buta Pals, or a Peti- 
tion, putting the Hands and Seals of 
two Juſtices of the Peace to it, he is whipt, 

or clapt into the Pillory, or marked for a 
Rogze, though he doth it only to fatisfie 
his Hunger 

If a Leaſe, a Bund, a Will, ora Deed 
of Gift be razed, or interlined by Craft, 
it paſſeth for a Chen: but if the whole 
be counterteited , the Crime 1s the grea- 
tET. 

If an Inſtrument be forged in the 
Kings Name, or his Seal counterfeited, 
and put to any Fatent, without his privi= 
ty and confenr, it is High Treaſon. 

If any Records of Antiquity be de- 
faced, or wiltully corrupted , relating to 
the benefit of men, it 1s like the Crying 

Sin of removing il ;y Neighbours Land- 
mark , which Solomon ccnfurcs in the 
Proverbs. Butif thoſe Records appertain 
to the Right of Nations , the Peace of 
Mankind , or the Pub'1ck Welfare of the 
World. the Sin 1s of more myſterious 
and deeper nat':re. 

if Covnrerſeits be hufeed i in among 
good REcois, to the diforder and con- 
futton of the Authentick, and a Plea 
maintained by them, which without thofe 
Countcrteits would fall to the ground, 

upon 
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Theft and Perjury are effectually conched, 
f Lying, in the Chear. 
Tf the Records fo counterfeited con 


E cern the Church , either in her Cuſtoms 
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or Laws, her Lands, or the I1mits of her 
Juriſdidtion, the Order of her Pricſts, or 
any other Spiritual or Ecclefiaſticak Af 
fair , beſides other fins contained in it, 
there 1sſuperadded the Sn of Sacriledge. 

The higheſt degree of Forgery 1s that 
of altering the Holy Scriptures , becauſe 
the Majeſty offended being Infinite, as 
well as the Concernment, the Crime is 
the more heincus. 

The higheit, next under that, 1s to 
counterfeit Axles in the Names off the 
Apoſtles, Oecumenical Councils, mott gto. 
rioas Martyrs, and Primitive Fathers, 
that 1s, to make Canons, | etters, Books, 
and Decrees in their Namics , of which 
they were not the Authors. 

If the Church of Rome be guilty of 
this Crime, her Antiquity and Tradition, 


the two great Pillars upon which ſhe 


ſtandeth, are very rottex, and will moul- 
der into nothing. 

If Mercy be {pent in promoting the 
Forgery, or any thing given, directly or 
indirectly, to its Fautors and Abettors, 
C4 in 


Koman Foxgeries. 
upon the depoſition of Falfe Witneſſes; 


of: 


in order to the Uſurpation of any Spiri- 
tual Priviledge or Power ,; he that doth 
it, 1s guilty of Sz»20ny: And in many 
caſes, Simony , Lying, and Sacriledge; 
are blended together. | 

Finally , If they that make the Forge- 
ries | arher them upon GOD. or upon the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Sin of Blaſphemy is added 
to torgery ; forit maketh God the Fa- 
ther of Lies; and being done maliciouſiy, 
it draweth near to the unpardonable tin. 


That ſome Popes have been guilty of 


Simoxy, cannot be doubted by them that 


are any thing verſed in Church-Anrtiqu'- 


ty. Hart, im his Conference with Rey- 
olds, nateti; out of Dr. Genebrard, that 
the Popes, for the ſpace of ſeven ſcore 
years and ten aimoſt, from John VIII. to 
Leo I X. about fifty Popcs did revolt 
wholly from the vertue of their Ance- 
{tors, and were Apoſtatical, rather than 
Apoſtolical: and that ſome of them came 
not in by the Door, but were Thz ves and 
Robbers. 

That it 1s not impoſhible to forge Re- 
cords for the Bolltering up of Hereſtes, 
thoſe countcr ett Goſpels, Ads, Epiſtles, 
Revelations, &Cc. that were put forth b 
Hereticks 1n the Names of the Apoſtles, 
do ſufficiently evidericez which being 
extant 


extant a little pe = y 66 deceaſe, 
are pointed to by Irenens, condemned in 
a Roman Council by Gelaſins, and ſome of 
them recorded by Ivo Cartowenſts , in = 
Catalogue /ib. 2. cap. ' 2:3. Ihe Ttinerary 
of C ſreent , and the Book called Paſtor, 
being two of the number. 

I note the two laſt, becauſe S. C /emert 
1n his firſt Epiſtle to S. James, is made to 
approve the one, and Pope P:#s in his 


Decretal magnifierh the other. Which Y 


giveth usa little glympſe of the Knavery 3 
by which thoſe Ancient Biſhops and Mar- E 
tyrs 0 Rome were both abuſed , having Rb. 


Spurious Writings fathered upon them- 
ſelves; for had thoſe Inſtruments been 
their owr, they would never have owned 
ſuch abominable Forgeries. But of this 
you may expect more hereafter , ap. 15. E 
and Cap. 17. $ 
Theſe aggravations and degrees of 3 
Forgery we have not mentioned 1n vain, 
or by accident. In the proceſs of our. 
diſcourſe, the Church of Rome will be 
found guilty of them all, excepr the firſt, 
which 1s beneath her Grandeur ; and in 
ſo doing, lhe is very ſtrangely ſecured by 
the height of her impiety. For becauſe 
it does not eaſ1]y enter into the heart of 
man to conceive, thatimen, eſpecially 


Chriſtians, 


Chriſtians, ſhould voluntarily commit fo 
tranfcendent a Crime, the greatneſs of it 
makes it incredible to inexperienced peg- 
ple, and renders them prone to excuſe the 
MatefaCtors, while they condemn the Ac- 
cuſers. 
But that the Church of AKome 1s guilty 
ic a/l theſe refpects, we ſhall prove not by 
remote Authorities, that are weak and 
feeble , but by demonſtrations derived 
from the Root and Fountain. 1 will nct 
be poſitive in making compariſons ; but if 
my reading and judgment do not both 
deceive me, ſhe 1s guilty of more For- 
eries than all the Hereticks in the world 
belide : Their greatneſs and their num. 
bereountenance the Charge, and feem to 
prom!'fe that one day it ſhall paſs into a 
Sentence of © ondemnation againſt her. 
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CAP, II. 


Of the Primitive Crder and Government 
of the Church. The firſt Popiſh Encroach- 
ment upon it, backed with Forgery. The 
DeteFion of the Frand in the Sixth 
Conncil of Carthage. 


FT is S. Cyprzar's obſervation, that our 

Saviour, in the firft Foundation of the 
Church, gave his Apoſtles equal honour 
aud power , ſaying unto them, IWhoſe fo- 
ever ſins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them: and whoſe ſoever fins ye retain, 
they are retained, Cyprian.Tra&.de Sim. 
pl. Prelator. T he place has been tam- 
pered with, but unſucceſsfully : For 
though they have thruſt in other words 
into the Fathers Text, in ſome Editions 
of their own; yet in others they are left 
fincere : As Dr. James in his corruption 
of the Fathers 2 TarF. 2: Cap. T. does well 
obſerve. But the moſt remarkable at- 
tempt of the Papiſts is. that whereas 
they have ſet « Tra@ concerning the Pri- 
macy of the Roman Church before the 
Councils, containiag many Quotations 
out of the Baſtard Decretals, which they 


pretend to beextratted, ex Codice anti- 


quo. 


bo _ 
ne 


Bin. Tom. Is 
Tratat de 
Primat, 


& ec, 


que, out of an Old Book, without namin 
any Author ; clofing it with this paſſage 
of S. Cyprian, _ leave out theſe words 
of Scripture', Whoſe ſoever ſins ye remit, 
ec, as rendring the Fathers Teſtimony 
unhit for their purpoſe. You may ſee it 
in Brizs his Collection of the Councils, 
Ec. 

When the Apoltles had converted Na- 
tions, they conſtituted Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons, tor the Government of the 
Church; and left thoſe Orders among 
us, when they departed from the world. 

It was found convenient alfo for the 
better Regiment of the Church , when 
it was much 1ularged, to erect the Orders 
of Archbiſhops, and Patriarchs. 

The Patriarchs being Supreme in their 
ſeveral Juriſdiftions , had each of them 
many Frimates and Archbiſhops under 
him, with many Natiors and Kingdoms 
allotted to their leveral Provinces ; eve- 
ry of which was limited in it ſelf, and 
diſtin& from the reſidue - as appeareth 
in that firſt Oecamenzcal Council allem. 
bled at Nzce, An. Dom.$27. where it was 


ordained, Car, 6 that the ancient caſtone- 


ſhould be kept; the Juriſdiction of the 


Biſhop of Kome being exprelly noted to 


be equal to that of the other Fatriarchs. 
In 


Nicen. I- 
ſhould be conſecrated by all the Biſhops = 


by three being preſent, the reſt conſenting : ; 
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dain- 1. That in every Province Biſhops concil. 
thereof, ( might it conſiſt with their con” : 
venience to meet together ; if not) at leaft 


but the confirmation of their Ads is ine- 
very Province reſerved to the Metropolitas. 
2. That the laſt Appeal ſhould be made to Concil, 
Councils 5 and that the perſon condemned _ ts 
in any Province, ſhould not be received, if © # 
be fled to others. Can. 4. and. 

in the firſt of theſe Canons it was or- 
dered, that the chiet in every Province 
ſhould confirm the Acts of his Inferiour 
Biſhops, the Patriarch of Rome 1n his, 
and every other Patriarch in his own 
Juriſdiction. In th- laſt , if any trouble 
did ariſe that could not be decided by 
the Metropolitan , provilion was made 
(in words ſo clear and forcible, that 2 
none more plain. can be put ints their b 
Places) that the laſt Appeal ſhou!d be $a 414 9 + 
to Councils, avail Nook ide paghos. acoviees- 7 ae 8711088 
Qouli 0p acoves, mans anne 

Bur the City of ove being in thoſe . I 
days Queen of the World, and lifted up . -N 
above all other Cities, as the Seat of Be "2 
Empire, the Biſhop thereof began to wax 
proud 
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proud in after-times , and being diſcon- 
tented with the former Bonzwds, invaded 
the Juriſdictions of his Fellow-Patri- 
archs. 

For though the Foundation upon 
which the Government was laid was a- 
gain(t it , yet when perſons were Immo- 


rigerons, it any Bilhop were cenſured by 


his Metropolitan, or Prieſt excommuni- 
cated by his Biſhop, or Deacon offended 
with his Superiour, who chaſtiſed him for 
his guilt; though the Canon of the 
Church was trampled under foot thereby 
(which forbad ſuch irregular and difor- 
derly flights) the manner was, for thoſe 
turbulent perſons to flee to Rome , be- 
cauſe 1t was a great and powerful City ; 
and the Roman Biſhop trampling the 
Rule under foot, as well as others, did 
(as is confeſſed) frequently recerve them. 
Nay, their ambition being kindled by the 

reatnelſs of the place, it tempted them 
O far, as to favour the Delinquents, and 
oftentimes to,glear them , for the incou- 
ragement..of aghers ,,.invted--bþy - that 
means, to fly thithesfos reliet,.tillat 
laſt the Cauſe of Malefactors was openly 
Eſpouſed ; and while they were excom- 
municated in other Churches, they were 
received to the Commumion in the 
Church of Rome.  Here- 
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Herenges there were great murmu- 
rings and heart-burnings ar the firſt in 
the Eaſtern Churches , becauſe Rowe be- 
came an Aſplam , or City of Refuge , for 
diſcontented perſons ; diſturbing the Or- 
der of the Church , ſpoiling the Diſci- 
pline of other Provinces , and hindering 
the Courſe of Juſtice ; while her Biſhop 
uſurped an Authority , which neither 
Scripture nor Canon "A unto him. 

It is recorded alſo , that they ſome- 
times acquitted Malefictors without 
hearing Witneſles, and ſent Orders for 
the Reſtauration of thoſe, who made 
ſuch irregular flights, into the Provinces 
of other Patriarchs that were Subject in- 
deed to the Roman Empzre, but nor with- 
in the Province of the Roman Patriarch 

Nay, when thoſe Orders were reject- 
ed, (if ſome of their own ColleFors may 
be believed)the Roman Biſhops, through 
tavour of the Empire, got Magiſtrates 
and Souldicrs to ſce them executed by 
plain force : which-grev chiefly ſcanda- 
lous in the times of Zozzmms., and Bort- 


face; of which you may read the three 


laſt and beſt ColleFions of the Councils, 
ſet forth by the Papilts, Bizius, I abbe, 
and the ColleFio Regia, unanimoutly con- 


ſenting in their Notes on the Rue Con: cil 
\ Library o 
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Carth. 6. 
Epift. ad 
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of Carthage. And that this was the cauſe 
of calling that Council, they confeſs in 
Iike manner. 

For to ſtop theſe intolerable Incroach- 
ments, and to ſuppreſs the growth of an 
Aſpiring Tyranny, this ſeaſonable Coun- 
ci] was called at Carthage, conlilting of 
2 7 Biſhops, among whom S. Agy/tine 
was one preſent in particular, 

To this Council Zozzmus the Roman 
Patriarch ſent three perſons , one of 
which was Faxſtizus, an Italian Biſhop, 
to plead his Cauſe, with two Cl anons fa- 
thered upon the Niceze Council ; deſign- 
ing thereby to juſtitie his Power of recezs 
ving Appeals both from B:ſhops and Prieſts, 
bur by the care and wiſdom of that Conrn- 
ctl they were detected and confounded, 
the Frand being made a SpcCtacle to the 
whole world, 

For firſt, the Copy which Cectlianns, 
Archbiſhop of © arthage , brought from 
Nice, { he being himſelt one of the Fa- 
thers in that Council ) was orderly pro- 
duced, and the two Canons which the 
Roman Biſhop ſent were not there. Next, 
becauſe it might be pleaded upon the dif= 
ference of the Copics, that the Copy of 
Carthage mult give place to that of 


Rome, Rome being the greater See; they 
ſent 
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Parts of the world ,, from the t-atriarchs 
4 of Conſtantinople and Alexandria they re- 
3 ceived Authentick Copies , atteſted with 
b* their ſeveral known Authoritics , which 
agreed exattly with the Copy at Car- 
thage, but diſagreed with that'of Rome 3 
the Extraft produced out of it, by the 
Name of a Commonitorium, being every 
word apparently forged. 

Upon this the Biſhop of Rowe was con- 

#  demned, his Arrogance and Uſurparion 
{ ſippreſled by Canozs, and his Pride cha- 
dtiſed by Letters ; the Letters and Canons 
being yet extant, This was done about 
the year 420. 

Zozimms dying, Boniface and Celeſtine 
ſuccellively take up the Quaarrel . with- 
- out any Diſſent appearing in the Roman 

|: Clergy - nay rather- all the Intereſt of 
7 _ that Chair was imployed to nphold rhe 
.Forgery ; whereby it is evident, that it 
was nota Perſonal At, bur the guilt and 

| Puſineſs of the Church of Rome » as uo? 
F. D Et 
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ers to the Patriarch of Alex- 
andria, tothe Patriarch of Antioch, and 
to the Patriarch of Coxſtartinople, (and 
admoniſhed the Biſhop of AKome to do ſo 
too, that he might ſee ſound and fair 
& dealing ) deſiring tie Records of the 
. Nicene Council, from all the principal 
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eth further by all their Swcceſſors perſiſt- 
ing in the Quarrel, by the multitude of 
her Members defending it and the Forge- 
ry both ; and by all the Popifh Colle@&ors 
conſpiring together, to maintain the Spu- 
rious and Adulterate Canons. 


D 
*e 
% 


Fpift. Con- Among other things which the Fathers | 


cl Car- wrote cut of this Sixth Council of Cer- 
5" ha thage to Pape Celeſtine , they appole the 
true Canons of the Niceze Council , a- 
gain{t the falſe ones, noting that, which 
1s alone fufticient to overthrow the Far- 
gery, that theſe two Popiſh Canons were 
really contrary to the Canons and De. 
crees of the Nicexe Council : For defi- 
ring him zo more ſe eaſily to admit Ap- 
peals, nor torecerve into Communion thoſe 
that were Excommunicated in other Chur. 
ches; they tell him, he might ealily find 
this matter defſued in the Nicene Council: 


for if it ſeemed fit to be obſerved in the 


inferiour Clergy, and Lay-men, much more 

' zu Biſhops. They tell him, that he ſhould 
chaſtiſe and puniſh ſuch impudent Flights, 

as became him: Asalſo, that the Canons 

of the Nicene Conncil had moſt openly 

committed both the inferiqur Clergy , and 

B:fhops themſelves . to their own Metro- 

polttans; wijely and juſtly providing, that 
all buſineſſes whatſoever ſhould be d'termi- 
red. 
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Prieſts aſſembled in a Council. Which 
was in thofe days held fo abſurd and 
monſtrous a.thing to concetve,that(how- 
© ever the caſe is altered ſince ) they 
- thought no man impudent enough to at- 
- firm it. In theſe words they cut the 
Popes Arrogance ſufficiently , for that he 
being but Oxe, was ſo highly concerted 
of himſelf, at leaſt ſo behaved himſelf, 
as if he had an extraordinary Spirit of 
” Infallibility, and were fitter to determine 
* the Cauſes of the Church, than a whole 
Council of Biſhops aſſembled together. 
' Finally , they charge him with bringing 
: the empty puff of ſecular pride into the 
' Church of Chriſt: And 1o proceed to 

| their Canons agatnſt him, 
; Notwithſtanding this , the Roman Bi- 
ſhops continued obitinate, contending fo 
| long, till there wasa great Rupture made 
"inthe Church upon this occaſton. And 
'1f ſome Records be true; namely, thoſe 
Letters that paſt between Evlalizs and 
another Boxiface, the Bilhops of Rome 
, .grewſoimpudent, as to Excommunicate. 
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the E aftern jan 644 becauſe they would 
not be obedient to an Authority found- 
ed on ſo baſe a Forgery. If they be not 
true, then there are more Forgeries in 
the Roman Church than we charge her 
with- For the Letters were feigned ( as 
Baronius confellcth_) by ſome afterwards, 
that were zealous of che Churches wel- 
fare; to wit, for the better co'ouring of 
that Schijze which was made by the pride 
and ambition of Reme. 

I heſe Epiſtles were ſet forth by the 
Papiſts a2d were owned at firſt for good 
Records | ; but upon the conſideration of 
{o many Saints and Afartyrs that ſprung 
up in the Churches of Africa, during 

that 1CO years, Whereln 1t 1s pretended 
by thoſe Epiſtles, that they were cut off 
trom the Church of Rome , 1t was after- 
wards thought better to reject them as 
Countcricits, becauſe the Rowan Marty- 
rolozies arc filled with the names of thoſe 
African Saints: And it 1sa ſtated Rule, 

that no Saizt or 1artyr cin be out of the 
Church. Lett the Eaſtern Churches there- 
tore ſhould out-weigh the Ryman, by 

reaſon of the Splendour, Multitude and 
Arutaority of theſe Eminent Saints, theſe 
Lettcrs are now condemned by fome a- 
mong themlclves z vid. Bellarm, de Rome. 
P.nt. 


Port. lib. 2. cap. 25. Baron. 77: 
Car thag. 6. 

This nnfortunate Conteſt happening 
ſonear to the Fourth Century , was the 
firſt Head-ſprivg, or Root of the Schiſnr, 
that is now between us: And the matter 
being ſo, on whoſe fide the faxlt lay , I 
leave to the Reader. 

How the Roman Church proceeded in 
this bufincfs, we may learn from Dazlle, 
an able Writer of the French Nation : 
He tells us, that the Legates of Pope Leo, 
inthe year 45, in the midſt of the Conn- 
cil of Chalcedon , where were aſſembled 


600 B:ſbops, the very Flower and choice of 


the whole Clergy, had the confidence to al- 
ledge the frxth Canon of the Council of 
Nice, in theſe very words, That the 
Church of Aowze hath always had the 
Primacy : Words which are no more found 
in any Greek Copies of the Councils, than 


'are theſe other pretended Canons of Pope 
Zozimus : Neither do they yet appear i 


any Greek or L atine Copies, nor jo much as 
in the Edition if Dionyſius Exiguus, who 
lived about gO Jears after this Council : 


Whereupon he breaketh out into this. 


Exclamation, JWher I conftder that the 


Legates of jo holy a Pope , would at that 


3 time 


Not. Mar- 
trol. ad 16. Offobr. and Bin. in Concil. 


Daills 

COncern- 
ing the 

righc uſe, 2} 
of the Fa- ** 
thers,lib.1, © 
caþ.4. 
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time have faſined ſuch a Wer wpon the || 
body of ſo Venerable a Canon, I am almoſt 
ready to think , that we ſcarcely have any 
thing of Antiquity left HS , that 7s emtire - 
and uncorrupt, except it be in matters of 
indifferency, or which could not have been 
corrupted, but with much noiſe, &C. 
He'turther tells us, (1n the place before- * 
mentioned) That whereas the Greek Code, 
Concil, Num, 206. ſets before ws in the XXVIII 
Chalced. Canon of the General Council of Chalce- 

: AF, 15. ; 
BT 7,x.2. don, a Decree of thoſe Fathers ; by which 
 F . Concilh conformably to the firſt Conncil of Con- 
Ft ſtantinople, they ordained, that ſeeing the 
Citz.of Conftantinople was the Seat of the | 

Senate, and of the Empire, and enjoyed the 

ſame Priviledges with the City of Rome , 

that therefore it ſhould in like manner be 

advanred tothe ſame Height and Greatneſs 

in Eccleſtaftical Affairs , being the ſecond 

Church in Order after Rome; and that 

the Biſhop ſpeuld heve the Ordaining of 

Metropolitans in the three Dioceſſes of 
Pontus, Aſia, and Thrace. Which Canon 

3s found both ix Balſamon «nd Zonoras ; 

and alſs hath the Teſtimony of the greateſt 

part of the Eccleſtaſtical Hiſtorians , both 

Greek and Latine, that it is a Legitimate 

'Y Canon of the Council of Chalcedon, in the 
'F A&s of which Council, at this day alſo 


Y s bi : : 
IS EX an 53 
> F. 
4 * A 
"z * X : 0 


ARA Ley 


A * Je ty, a . 
3 ob RAS 


3 Ea, 


46S 


_ ; wn : 
k a 
2 : «<a 5 to Es yn  O REO TESS ij - IRE ve 
' LF, eB = ME." $7 ts 4s.” 7 ap Ws 


dd Be Bo Pities cot odd Ih, Pins - Shs - Bb, Oak» th Ae Fo nd, 


PLE OB. A ro , s L L NA 5 Hub EDS 5 e 
A: INE. Ro NN EIS” © 64 4 Eats. 6 TILES ot TRENT RIS: Kos 
Cs SSrY- EA v Ae IDE een; Rs ro Hen $85 P36 ng VS RO TL AS IIs, ES 
ee INE 5 ne he Ye A LY ole IH ON ge oe CARED ety te Sx bs ADE od I © 7 
ei CIS ; URL Be ne = Sas Say. TEE GOO Ns + TIL I 
Ce .anm nn SR "\2@ s.7 bs Y! es? $ 
* Sel3* 3 Rlthy MILO E a2 
wv" &S > Mz ov 


WAL} 14,3 {0 VEIUELLCD, 

extant, it as fet down at large: Tet not- 
Mk rn in the colleFion of Diony= 
ſius Exiguus 7f Mm not at all, no more 
than as if there had never been any ſuch 
thing thought of at Chalcedon. He hath 
other marks of Dionyſtus Exigans, Which 
ſufficiently brand him for a $/ave 20 the 
Chair, but omitted here, as @at of our 
Circuit. However, I think 1t meet to 
lay down the Canon as I find it lying in 
the Code of the Univerſal Church. 

©ccvi. Altogether following the De- Concil. 
© crees of the H. Fathers, and the Canon Cree: 
© of thoſe 150 Biſhops , molt beloved of 
© God, which was lately read, which met 
© under the Great Theodoſims the Pious : 
*Emperour, in his Royal City of Cor- 
© tantinople | called ] New Rome, we allo 
* define and decree the ſame, concernin 
© the Priviledges of that moſt H. Church 
* of Conſtantinople | that 1s ] New Rome: 
©For the Fathers juſtly gave priviledges 
©to the See of Elder Rome, ®uod wrbs 
*il/a imperaret , becauſe that City was 
© the Seat of the Empire : And the 150 
Biſhops, moſt beloved of God, being, 
©Foved with the ſame conſideration, 
* gave equal Priviledges to the molt holy 
* See of New Rome ; rightly judging,that 
*the City, which is honoured with the 
D4 Empire, 
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© Empire, and the Senate, and enjoys e- 
© qual priviledges with the Royal Elder 
© Rome, ought 1n Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs al- 
© ſo, no otherwiſe then it, to be extolled 
*and magnified , being the ſecond after 
©it, E*c. 

Upon this advantage , the Patriarch 
of Conſtagtinople advanced himſelf above 
the och arclarchs: and his See being 
made equal to the See of Rome, by the 
Authority 6t the Chxrch, upon the Intez 
reſt he had in the Empire then ſetled in 
Greece, he arrogated the Title of Uni- 
verjal Biſhop : Which Gregory , then Bt- 
ſhop of Rome, fo highly ſtomacked, that 
he thundered out Letters againſt him, 
calling the Title a proud and prophane, 
nay , 4 blaſphemows Title; denying that 
Lib.4' either himſelf, or any of his Predeceſſors 
Ep 32. bad ever uſed it; and plainly affirming, 
F>ift. 30, that whoſoever uſed that Title,was the fore- 
runner of Antichriſt. And to this pur- 
on 6.4, poſe, in the 34. Epiſtle of his fourth Book, 

43+ he asketh, What elſe can be ſignified by this 
pride, but that the times of Antichriſt are 
drawing near £ For he imitates him (lays 

'he) who deſpiſing the Fellowſhip of be 

Angels intheir common joy, endeavoured 
tooreak np to the Top of Singularity. This 

231; he ſpake againlt Johy of Conſtantinople, 
Fil _ becauſe 


Gree. libs, 


becauſe he brake the Order of the Patri- | 
EZ archs, and deſpiſed the Equality of his 
& Fcilow-Biſhops. Now whether it does 
d b Z not hit his own Predeceſfors, Zozimms, 
T b f and Boniface, and Celeſtine, and Leo, I - 
3 leave to the judgment of the Reader _ ® 
h | 7 They were not contented with an Equa- 3 
” 2 FR in Power, but aſpired, and that. 
8 | a 2 ſome of them by the moſt odious way, 
e Þ that of Lying and Forgery , as well as 
S Pride and Ambition, to the top of, Sin- 
n "nary 7 
= | Whether this Zeal of Gregory was ac- 
i- Bf cor ding to knowledge , that is, whether it 
þ | Phu Ie from 7ztegrity,, Or ſelf intereſt, 
2 Iſhall not determine. All that Re 
7 is this which followeth, when the Tyde 
t > turned, and the Emperour next « ded 
s © with the Biſhop of Kome, the very next 
L bs Z Succeſlor of Gregory but one, took up 
- ©* the Tz#le, a little before condemned for 
- + blaſphemous, which. 1s claimed by the 
2 Roman Biſhops to this day. 
= - The Emperour ſided with the Lowe 
e 7 Biſhop, becauſe the Roman Biſhop ſided 
'S ſouth him: For when Thocas had mur- 
e © deredhis Maſter, the good old Empe- 
4 rour Manricizs, and uſurped the Throne 
s 4 1n hisſtead, the Title of Univerſal Biſhop 
> 2} Was given to the Patriarch of Rowe by 
= this 


CE 


Helvic. 
Chronol, 


Platin. in 
vir, Bo. 
nif, 3, 
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this Bloody Tyrant, to ſecure his own 
which had ſo great a Flaw in it, and need- 


ed the affiſtance of ſome powerful A- | 


DENT, » 

Hereupon a Council was called at 
Rome by Bomif ace 3. wherein the privi- 
ledge of the Emperour Phocas was pro- 
mulged, and the Biſhop of Rowe made a 
POFE, upon the encouragement of the 
Tyrant, by the conſent of the Council - 
but his own, oz. a Rowan Conncil. 

Thus Berniface and Phocas were. great 
Friends - The Imperial and Triple 
Crown were barter'd between' them - 
Connivance and Commerce fciling them 
both with the guilt of Murder, Simony, 
Treaſon ; and if S. Gregory may be belie- 
ved, with Sacriledge and Blaſphemy: For 
beg involved in a mutual Confpiracy, 
they became guilty ofeach others crimes; 
to partake with Adulterers, and comply 
with Offenders, being imputed as fin, in 
the H. Scriptures. 

Platina , an Eminent Writer of the 
Lives of the Popes, and a Papitt himſelf, 
informeth us ſufficiently of this buſineſs, 
in theſe words, Bozrif.zce 11 1. (faith he) 4 
Roman by Birth, obtained of the Emperonr 
Phocas, but with great contention, that 


the Seat of bleſſed Peter the Apoſtle (which 


OS OR PIT ot 


+.» 5 a > on 4 
Kel ed a ee ING a OST. 
ei. ; IIS £ IE 4 BSF OL IEP PEE, 22>  PYTAS Here 
; *y yo Sg $5 OY he Bhs IS Sr © a+ F205 F 
X bh. Ig Tabs F208 © LPN 


No 2 pe ; - Ws ; & FA _ 
£2 + . 9 9 , 143 2} lo ee 0 "OY ge : g : "A "a ett 2 29 7 on FIN Ora p 
£4 bs bags, 0 = IS >>; bo PS Eon 44; bo I LO EN . : 6 * C eD, p Roe ON ID OE SIG Ss I 9s : 
nr Ir. - rs 21 F, TNT'Y 4,687 TRAY + - et ; we, *kr cx v Io EL TS.” rr" i FA. LES 27 _— Coe: x y —_ x (Dp; "8+. <a Oe IL4 WEE 5, p 
Ss ts on DE Be 2 ey ts RES pe. - £577 ITT © 7. OIL: Bet 37-43 ber ne A NT hee TOP ES OL CS SENT: 7 OC CS SO RE TOES Is 3s EE LC 
Ds 5 LY , 6 "*f - ; Nodes ets FS WEIL x as ER Ta NL et wag (IVES. = a RY 5 < « OUS D * y EEC 
R = - z # \ EN A EN, b +5 RES RS Ca TR El of pn > "635 Se - LO - 
ES: : 6 I % - _ [9 S X m—_ —Y op _ mW =. » a, z 


& the Head of all the Churches) ſbould be I 
fo called, and ſo accounted of all « whica 
place the Church of Conſtantinople endea- 
voured to vindicate to it ſelf, evil Princes 
ſometimes favouring it, and affirming the 
firſt See to be due to the place where the 
Head of the Empire was. 

In theLifeof Zozimns the firſt Epiſco- 
$ pal Forger in the Church of Rowe, Plati- 
? x« mentioneth the foreſaid bulineſs at 
* Carthage; but ſo briefly , that it is ciear 
2 hedidnotlikeit. And tocloſe up all, in 
- theLife of this Boniface he endeavours 
* toitrengthen the Title of the Roman Bi- 
{bop again(t the Patriarch of ?Comſt artime- 
ple, by the Donation of Conflantine, and-. 
ther Forgery , of which hereafter. 


The two counterfeit Canvuns contain- 
= edin the Commonitorium, which the Ro- 
* man Biſhop fent ta the fixth Council of 
Carthage, aretheſe, as Fanjizmws the Ita- 
lian Biſhop delivered them in Greek, to 
be read by Daniel the Pronotary in the 
Council. 

” . Hyiaw H8, &c. Ie arepleaſed, that if 4 
” Biſhop be accuſed, and the Biſhops of his 
* Country being aſſembled together , have 
+ Judged him , and depoſed him from his 
* Degree, and he thinks fit to Appeal, and 
| Baill 
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ſhall fly to the moſt bleſſed Biſhop of the 
Roman Church , and ſhall deſire to be 
heard, and he ſhall think it juſt that the 
Tryal be renewed: then he | the Roman Bi- 
ſhop | ſhall vonchſafe to write to the Biſhops 
of the adjoyning and berdering Province, | 
that they ſhould dilizemtly exannne all, | 
and define according to the Truth. But if | 
any one thinks fit that his Cauſe be heard a- | 
gain, and by his own Supplication moves 
the Biſhop of Rome, that he ſhould ſemwd a F 
[ Legate or | Prieſt from his frde it ſhall 
be in his power to do as be liſteth, and as he 
#hinketb fit. And if he fh4ll decree that $ 
ſome ought to be ſent , that being preſent 
themſelves might judge with the Biſhops, 
having bis Authority by whom they were 
ſent, it ſhall be according to his judgment: * 
but if he think the Biſhops ſufficient to end © 
the buſineſs , he ſhail do what in his moſt * 
wiſe counſel he judgeth meet. 

Here the Roman Biſhop, nay the mean- 
eſt Prieft he ſhall pleaſe to ſend as his Le- 
gate, 1s exalted above all Councils, Bi- 
ſhops, and Patriarchs 1n the world ; he 
may do, and undo, act, add, reſcind, 
diminiih; alter, whatſoever he pleaſeth 
inany Conncil , when the Cauſes of the 
moſt Eminent Rank in the Church dode- 


pend in the ſame. All Biſhops are by this 
| Canon 
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anon made more to fear the Roman Bi- 
ſhop than their own Patriarch, and are 
ingaged , if need be, to {ide with him 


F againſt their Patriarch : the Gate is open 


for all the Wealth in the World to flow 
into his Eccleſiaſtical Court, which is as 
much above the Court of any ether Pa- 
triarch, by this Right of Appeals, as the 
Archbiſhops Court above any inferiour 
Biſhops, while we may Appeal to that 


# from theſe at our pleaſure. Thus Biſhops 
| and Patriarchs are made to buckle under 
{ the Popes Girdle, and the Decrees of 
$ Councils are put under his foot : And all 
Z this is no more but half a Step to the 
# Popes Chair. 


The other part of the Step in this Come 


monitorinm , was the following Canon 
” concerning Priclits : 


Oo: iniozon®, Ke I ought not to paſs 


# that over in ſilence, that does yet, move 
3 me- If any Biſhop happen to be angry ( as 
= he onght not ) and be ſuddenly or ſharply 
* moved againſt his Prieſt or Deacon, and 
* would caſt bim out of his Church, Proviſs- 


on muſt be made, that he be not condems- 
ned being Innocent , or loſe the Communi- 
on, Let him that is caſt out have power to 
Appeal to the Borderers, that his Cauſe 
"1ght be heard, and handlea more careful- 

| #3 
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5 for @ Hearing oxobt not to be deriied 
(Oh ar be > _— the Biſhop, hich 
hath either juſtly or unjuſtly ejeFed him, 
ſhall patiently ſuffer, that the buſineſs be 
lookt into, and his Sentence either con- 

wed, or redified, &c. 

W hat is the meaning of this, e*c. in 
Binins, Labbe, Coſſartius, and the ColleFiv 
Regia , | cannot tel! , but doubtleſs the 
Canon intends the ſame m the cloſe with 
the former, that the laſt Appeal is reſer- 
ved to the Roman Chair: which made 
the Fathers in the f1xth Council of Car- 
thage fo angry as we find them, to ſee 
things ſo falſe and preſumptuous, faftned 
upon the firſt molt Glorious Oecument- 
cal Council, which decreed the clean 
contrary, in the 4 and 5 Canons. The 
ſubſtance and force of which , as we 
gave you before, fo ſhall we now the 
words of the Canons themfelves. : 

Can. &. Em ozowor meogiixes, GC. Tt 7s 
that a Biſhop chiefly be ordained by all the 
Biſhops that are. in the Province : but if 
this be found difficult, either becauſe of any 
urgent neceſſity , or for the length of the 
Journey, th: the Ordination ought to be 
made by Three certainly meeting together, 
the abſent | Biſhops ] zgreeing, and conſent- 
ing by their Writs : but let the confirmation 
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f the AFs be » Fhroughout every 
Province, to the Metropolitan. 
S Can. 5, The i exaravizer, &c, Cor 
erning thoſe that are Excommunicated, 
Whether in the Order of the Clergy, or the 
Laity, by the Biſhops in every ſeveral Pro- 
vince, let the Sentence prevail according 
$270 the Canon, that they who are of out by 
B/ome, be not received by others : but let zt 
oe required, that no man be excluded the 
I Congregation, by the puſillanimity or con- 
tention, or by any ſuch vice, of the Biſbop. 
1 That this therefore might mere decently be 
inquired into, we think it fit , that Conn- 
Ecils ſhould every year , throughout every 
$Province, twice be celebrated: That ſuch 


E@neſtions may be diſcuſſed by the commune 


E Autbority of all the 6 7 aſſembled to- 
Reether : And fa they, that have evidently 
Poffended againſt their Biſhop , ſhall be ac- 
Econnted Excommunicated , according to 
#70 reaſon, by all; till it pleaſeth the come- 
S-ranity of Biſhops to pronaunce 4 milder 
ESentence upon juch. But let the Conncils 
Zbe held the one before the Quadragelima 
before Eaſter , that all Diſſention being 
taken away, we might affer a moſt pure 
ZGift unto God; and the jecond about the 
+7ddle of Autumn. 
Z Thelaſt Appeal, you ſce, ts oxdered of 
| tne 
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the Canon to Councils; and, as they 
pleaſe, the Controverſie is to be ended, 
without flying from one to another Bi- | 
ſhop. Theſe are the true and Authen- - 
tick Canons of the Niceze Conncil, over- 


thrown by the Forgery. 


— — 


CAP. 111. 


A multitude of Forgeries ſecretly mingled | 
among the Records of the Church,and put | 
forth under the Name of I{1dore, Biſhop 
of Hiſpalis : Which Book is owned, de- 
' Fended, and followed by the Papiſts. 


"I He Roman Chair being thus lifted 

- Upto the utmoſt Height it could 

well defire, care mult be taken to fecure 
its Exaltation. After many fecret Coun. 
cils therefore, and powerful Methods 
uſed for its Eſtabliſhment; for the in- 
creaſe of its Power and Glory, (furtker- 
ed by the Luxury and . Idleneſs of the 
Weſtern Churches ) of which Salvzaz 
largely complains in his Book De Provi- 
dentia ( written to juſtife the Diſpenſa- 
tion of GOD in all the Calamitics they 
ſuffered by the Goths, wha ſacked Rome 
in the days of the forenamed mY 
there 
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A and Decretal Fpiſtles, i the Name of 7j- 
- # aore, Bilhop of Hiſpalzs , about the year 
- # 790. In which Book there are neatly 1n- 
. | tcrwoven a great company of forged E- 
vidences, or feigned Records, tending 
{ all to the advancement of the Popes 
4 Chair, ina very various, copious, and 
4 Elaborate manner. 
: Thar the Biſhop of Reme had a ſecret 
4 | handinthe contrivance and publication 
£ | of them, is probable, if notclear, from 
p | diversReaſons. | 
b r. Before they were publiſhed , He- 
arian 1. maketh uſe of the Tale of Con 
ſtantines Leprofee, Viſion, and Baptiſm by 


] Pope Sylveſter; things till then never 
[ heard of in the world , but afterwards I 
a contained in the Donation of Conſtantine E 
- {| aForgery, which in all probability lay -' 
: by this Hadrian , but of his own prepa- 
; ring, when he wrote his Letter to Cor- 


- ftautine and Trexe which Letter was | 
read, and is recorded 1n the 2. Nicene ,,- w- 


; Council, on the behalf of Images : being cen. 2. 4, 
fent abroad like a Scowt, as 1t were, to try 
: what ſucceſs it would find in the world, 
: before he would adventure the whole Fo- 
dy of his Players to publick view - For 
It that were ſwallowed down without 
: T2 E being 


i 


being detected , 


"thereſt might hope for 


_ the ſame good Fortune : if not, the fir{t 


.qron,ibid 


T::1m09 2. 


N74 


# Fac, 


11 1ri90als 


- Archbiſhop of Rhemes , 


Ihkdores Edition, 


might paſs for a iſt ake, and its Compa- 
nions be ſafely ſuppreticd , without any | 
milchiet toilowing. 

2. The Emperour and the Council 
having digeſted the firit Legend, expoſed 
by the Fope ſo craitily to publick view, 
the other Forgeries were a little after 
boldly publithed in this Book of 1ſaore, 
together with the Legend and Donation 
of Conſtantine > Which when Hincmarws, 
(upon its firft 
publication) ſet himſclt to write againſt, 
he was taken up ſo roundly for the ſame 
by the Authoruy of Rowe, that he was 
fain gladly to acquit the Attempt for e- 
ver: And their texderneſs over it, 1s, I 
think, a ſufficient Indication of their Kc- 
lation tO It; every Creature being natu= 
rally affectionate to its own Brood, and 
proe to ſtudy its preſervation. 

The Church as HO was fo tender of 
Nat,as {ome lay, Hinc- 
marms Was tOICC _ to recant his Opinion; 
and to declare, that he believed and re. 
ccived the Book with Veneratton, 

3. Itis recorded by Fuſtellus, that the 
forementioned Hadr;an was caretul to 
give Charles the Great a Copy of the 
Councils 
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Councils and Decretal Epiſtles, drawn 
up (as he affirmed) by Dionyſeus Exignas. 
Daille accuſes the Book of many faults; 
but whether Hadrian or Diomyſtus Were 
guilty of them, is little material ; only 
'twas done as a Pledge of Reconciliation, 
after ſeveral Bickerings between the Gi- 
verand Receiver. Charles the Great ha- 
ving ſeveral times invaded Roxee, and 
now departing thence with Friezdſhip : 
which makes me a little the more prone 
to ſuſpect Dzonyſtus too, for one of thoſe 
Danaum Dona , which are given like Neſ- 
ſus his Shirt, when wounded by Hercwles, 
to his Enemies Wife, for the deſtruction 
of her Husband. | 

Be it how 1t will, it ſhews that Hadrz- 
ax 1, was a bulte man, that heunderſrood 
the influence and power of Records, 
what force they would have upon the 
minds of Lay-ezer, and that hiseyes and 
hands were tometimes bulied in ſuch Af 
fairs, | 

But that which above all other Argu- 
ments diſcovers the Popes to have a hand, 
it not in the Publicatior , yet in the Ke- 
ception of the Forgeries, is this; that the 
Roman Canonilts, 1vo,Gratian, &c.have 
digeſted them into the Popes Laws; and 
they are ſo tar conntenanced by the 
E 2 Popes 
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Popes t themſelves, that almoſt from the 
time of their publication, throughout all 
Ages ſince, they have becn received for 

Authkentich in the Papal Juriſdiction, and 
are ufcd as ſuch in a!l the Eccleſ# iſtical 
E oxrts vncer the Popes Dominion, as the 


chict of their XKules for the deciding of 


Canſes: $9 thit they are not only foſter- 
ed, bn exatt; 'd by the Authority of Rome. 
Fac Glory which they acquired 1m the 
wo of Jucgment , auvancing them 
for a long time above the reach of Sufpi. 
tion. The Veneration which is due to 
the Chair of Holineſs was their belt ſecu- 
rity. 

By the infucnce of the Popes Autho- 


rity they were received into the Codes of 


Princes, being (as we ſhall ſhew out of 
Barovius, in the next Chapter ) introdu- 
ced intothe Cupitaler Books of the Kings 
of the Franks by BenediGuns Levita z, and 
at his inftant requeſt, contirmed and ap- 
proved by the F aval Chair. 

The Forgerics in Tfdore being ſcatter- 
ed abroad. it 1s 61ficult to oive to 
what a vait Height the Rozzan See by de- 
erces aleended - The Spiendour of fo 
mManY AXNCICEEF Atertyrs [> AMC'S, together 
with fo many Canons and Derrees in her 
behalf, fo tar wrovght, that her Biſhop 
| came 
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came at laſt to Claim all Power over all 
perſons, Spiritual and Temporal, to bave 
the ſole power of forgivirg ſims, to be a- 
lone Infallible, to be Gods Vicar upon 
Earth, the only Oracle 1n the worid, 
nay, the ſole Supreme and Abfolute Mo- 
narch , diſpoting of Empires and King- 
doms, according to the Tenour of the 
Dodrines contained in thoſe Forgerits; 
wherein he is made the foe 1 adepenalins 
Lord, without Coantrou}, abic to do 
what ever ke liſted. 

Some tew Ages after _ ficit Fuvolica- 
tion of. Idore . there were other Re- 
cords put forth , though Eel lecn vt 
bearing the countenance of Premiere E 
Antiquitie : ; Which fo orde rod the mwat- -F 

ter, that (according to them) the Ever 3 
| geliſes brought their Goipels toS. FR: ro 


confiim them ; and ſeveral books of 
Sd. Clement, S. Peter's Seccetior, were Pur g,. 
into the Canon of the Holy B:b/e, the * b 
whole numbcr of Camgical books beivg : 
(ctled and defined by his {ole Authority + ply © 
In token {doubtic(>,) of the Power ln- 
herent 1n allS. Peter's Sucecllors at Rome, 

to difpolc of the Afoltles, and their 
VV ritings, as they pleaſe. S.' lement's 
Own Canen, for that purpole,being num- 


beredamonsg thoſe of the Apoſtles. 
E 1} That 
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That the Pope was uncapable of being 
judged by any ; that no Clergy-man was 
to be Subject to Kirgy, but all to depend 
immediately upon the Biſhop of Rome 3 
that he was the Rock and Head of the 
Church, was the conſtant Doctrine of all 


thoſe Forgeries, when put toge:her, with 


many other Popith Points, of leſs con- 
cerrment,ſprinkled up and down in them 
at every turning. 
Cui bono? Among the Civilians tis a 
notable mark of Detection in a blind 
Cauſe, whoſe Good, whoſe Exaltation, 
whole Benefit 1s the drift and ſcope of 
things; and 'tis very conliderable tor the 
ſure finding out of the firſt Authors, 
Fhat they are Forgerics, 1s manifeſt : 
Now, whoſe they are, is the Queſtion in 
hand; and it Agents naturally intend 
them(clves in their own Operations, tt is 
ealtly ſolved. 
How excefiively the World was ad. 
dicted to Fables about the time of 7/- 
 dore's Appearance, we may fee by the 
Contents of the 2.Nzcene Council, Dreams, 
Viſtons and Miracles being very rife in 
their beſt demonſtrations; and among 
other Legends, a counterfeit Baſsl, a 
counterfeit Athaneſins, a counterfeit Em- 
perour , maintaining and promoting the 
: Adoration 


Adoration of epi phe may perhaps 
in another Volume be more fully diſco- 
vered, when we defcend from theſe fr/r, 
to ft ccecding Ages. 
The Counterf:its in Ifdore being min- 
gled with the Hzcords of the Church, like 
Tares among TY DEAE; or falſe Coyns a- 
mong heaps of To d, lay undiftmgmſh- 
ec from erue Antiquities, and ( after 
Hincnmarus hls 1 {1oceſs) were little ex- 
| amined by the {pace < af 596 Cr 6CO Years. 
Some ſmall dopofit on there was; made in 
particular by the Biſhops m France, and ,,,, 
perhaps by fome Dattors and Biſhops an. 
way, more f{inccre than ordinary, or- by 
ſone Learned Lawyer that rarely ap- 
reared - but thc general Intereſt of the 
| Times, the Deluge of corrupted man- 
| ners, the Ignorance of the Lai ty, the 
Luxury of the Prieſts, the Greatneſs of 
tize Chair, and the Love of Superſtition 
ſo tar prevailed, that for a long timethe 
Court of Rome \oxuriantly Fouriſhed in 
the Light ot her own Glory, and to this 
Prodigious Sunſhine owed much of its 
Cl S] lend LOUTr , 
For the Pope having wrovght himſelf 
by his rſt Arts into chat high Reputati- 
on, the Luſtre whereof dazled the world, 
it concerned him much to keep the Earth 
EK. 4 10 
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ina Profound Quiet, and to cheriſh 7g- 
#orance, ( a Vertue highly praiſed im the 
Church of Rome} that as the Tares were 
ſoren , they might be permitted to grow, 
and be truitful, while men ſlept : In which, 
the want of Frinting much aſliſted him, 
Monks and Fryars being the only Scriber, 
or the chicf ones, and all at his Devo- 
tion, 

Irritten Copies were the on'y Books, 
which at moſt could be but few; enough 
1:deed to preſerve knowledge by way of 
Record; but being Chained up in Mona- 
{teries and Libraries, they came ſeldom 
abroad, unleſs by the report of 1uch web- 
affe Fed perſons as had their Tutclage and 
keeping. 

The Popes Indzlzence, and the Sloth 
Nun, made way for the Artifice of 
Pres in after-agesz; which were not 
Beokrſh ones, as this is, neither were Lay- 
#:cx addicted much to Reading. 

But upon the Reformation, occaltoned 
by n thing more than the zotorzozs im- 
picty and exce/; of Fopes, (unleſs the 
impudence and {ccurity of his Followers 
may ccntend tor a ſhare in it ) when Li- 
braries tell into the Proteſtants hands, 
Inquiliticn was made, Archives were en- 
tercd , Books opened, Records fearched_ 
and 
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and 4iligenely compared : 'Whereupon 
much fraud ard fhufiing was found, and 
expoſed tothe world. 

For as the Copies were cnough, had 
they been ſcxcere 3 1o, though they were 
not fincere , by the Providence of God, 
they contained Indications, wherby clear 
Judgments might ealily diſcern between 
Records and Forgertes; as I found my 
{c1f, ro my great amazement, without an 
Warning ' when | lir{t tet my ſelf toread 
the Councils, and ſimply made uſe of 
none but Popiſh Conpilers: For there 
15 not more difference, tor the molt part, 
between a piece of Cold and an Oyſterz 
ſhell, than between a true Record and a. 


_ Forgery. 


Upon this Inſpection the Popes Power 
beganto be queltioned , and his T krone 
to ſhake, as if it had been founded on a 
Quagmit e : Hetherefore furniſheth him- 
ſelf with Arares of Preeſts, as S, Gregory 
phraſeth 1t , new Dade of Jeſnites and 
Fryars , ( never before heard of ; being 
erected tor the detence of his Tottering 
Chair: mcn devored againit the Truth, 
as thoſe Confpirators were , that ſwore 
they would eeither tat mas drink till they 
kad ſlain Paul; for the Maintenance of 
whom, he is at great expence unto this 


day. 


day. Above all other arts, that of provi- 
ding S:minaries being the moſt coſtly, 
and the molt myſterious - wherein they 
are ſecretly trained up, like Szppho's 
Birds; of whomit is reported, that be- 
ing ambitious to be thought a GOD, he 
privately cheriſhed a multitude, and 
taught them by degrees to ſay , Myzs 
O835 5 Eyp29 : Sappho is a great God: 
which being let looſe on a ſudden with 
their Leſion, all the other Birds 1n the 
Forreſt were quickly inſtructed in the 
ſame Ditty : Whereupon (he witharaw- 
1g himſelf) the people thought him 
one to Reaven, and a Femple was ereCct- 
ed to the God Sappho. Whether the Sto- 
ry be true, I ſhall not determine; I am 
fure it may paſs for an Embleme of the 
Popes Atchievement, who by this means 
has zzade the World to ring of a Doctrme 
which makes hima Ged ; or if not thar, 
at leaſt Lord of all Conncils, greater than 
Emperours, Head of the Church , &>c. 
His Emiſſaries 1{luing £rth from theſe 
vafterions Serninaries, and filling the 
Earth like Locuſts, or like little fraudu- 
lent and &imple Birds, chirping out rhe 
Dirty : and while all the Wood learning 
it one of another, the Earth is full of the 

Miracle. | 
All 
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ceries, 
All the late Compilers of the Decrees 


* and Conncils ſeem hence to flow, James 


Merlin, Peter Crabbe, Laurentins Surins, 
Nicolinus , Carranza , Severinus Binius, 
Labbe and Cofſartins, the ColleFio Regia, 
ec. being his {worn Adjutants for up- 
holding the Chair. The Jaſt 15 a Book 
of ſuch State and Magnihicence, that it 
conliſts of 37 Volumes, and 1s in price 
about 50 pounds : More or leſs, they all 
carry on the Forgcrics with one conlert , 
which were at fhrit publiſhed 1n the name 
of Tſidore of Hiſpalis; though ſome had 
rather, npon mature deliberation, it 
{hould be Ifdore Mercator, or Iftdore Pec- 
cator, a Merchant, or a Sinzwer , rather 
than a Saizt, and a Brſhop. 

This Narrative of the Forgeries being 
thus nakedly, and by way of Hiſtory 
plainly given, 1t remains now, that the 
Forgecries themſelves be proved to be 
ſuch - In the detection of which, much 
light will reffeF upon the foregoing pal-_ 
ſages: All which, it you pleaſe, you may 
take only for a fair Introdu@7or. 

Howbeit, I muſt cloſe with two or 
three Obſervations. Firlt of all, I do 
not content my ſc!f with any ſingle Col- 
leFor of Councils among the Papiſts, leit 
they ſhould ſay , This is but oe Do@ors 
Opinion : 
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Opinion ; bur I take the Stream of them 
together. Secondly,Detect not the Buvks 
of private men, but ſuch as are adopted 
by the Church of Rome, being dedica- 
ted to Popes, Kings, Emperours, and 
coming out cam ſummo Privilegio. Third- 
ly.thar the firlt of theſe Compilers, ( cx- 
cepting, thoſe that were imployed- in the 
firſt publication and Promotion of 7{- 
dore ) did begin with that Service not 
much above 13o ycars ago; all of them 
rifing up fince the times of Martin Lu- 
ther , though their Names make a great 
noiſ2 and bluſter in the world : For up- 
on the Reformation of the Church, ſo 
happily wrought, and carried on by the 
Proteſtants , theſe Armies of ColleFors 
were marſhalled togcther , to help a lit- 
tle, and to uphold the Popes Chair by 
Forgeries : Which intimates a Dearth of 
Antiquitizs , lince they are forced to fly 
to ſuch ſhameful expedients. 

Luther appeared in the year 1517. The 
firſt that appeared after him was James 
Aterlin, in the year 1535, The next was 
Peter Crabbe. in the year 1538. Atter him 
CarranZza,in the YEar 1564. I hen Swrixs, 
in the year 1567. Twrrian follows, not 
as a ColleQor, but as a Champion to de- 
fend them, in the year 1573. Whom Nz- 
— colinus 
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F --9lirus ſucceeded as a Compiler of the 
# Councils, in the year 1585. After him 
;& Bins, Labbeand Cofſartius, an rhe Col- : 
'$ /cF70 Regia follow in their Order. So 
'# that it is an eafte matter to diſcern what 
# ſet theſe Yoluminows Writers on work, to 
wit, the great and ſmart occalion they re- 


} ceived by the Reformation. 

| Finally obſerve, that Iþdore and Aer- 

# /iz , the firit of the Compilers, whoſe 

| { Works are extant, lay down the Forgez 
{ ries, ſimply and plainly, for good Re- " 


cords: 3 but-Binzns, and his Followers, by 

reaſon of the Arguments which they can- 
4 notanſwer, begin to confeſs ſome ofthem 
s tobe Forgeries - : So do the oth Grave 
J and Learned Cardinals, Fe/larmine and 
Baronine , though they ſtill carry on the 
Deſegn of the firſt Inverters, by ſome os 
ther Methods, which they hope will ſuc- 
ceed better. 

Nor is it any wender,, that a Secxlar 
Kingdom ſhould make men more a&ive 
than the love of Heaven lince we daily 
{ce, how the Kings of the world expend 

vaſt Treaſures ot Gold and Silver, and 
run through all dangers of Death and 
Battcl, for their own preſervation, and 
the Conquelt of their Neighbours. The 
ſame carte which they take in buildmg 
Forts 


: SIO.» 
R Ws nn Ig ade ht EIT 
5 US SOTE HY ard $; ent - 
SEN Ng Vs IRA ra NS Fa 
2 os Ee Eten, OR " 3 Y. Ra 
; 
4s 


DL 
> 


4 "Fs pt td 
P22 ON ; viral ; 
£ > 


Forts and Cittadels, being taken by the 
Biſhop of Rome, in maintaining Semina- 
ries, Oniverſtties , Printing-Houſes, &C. 
which depend abſolutely on him, for the 
ſecuring of all that Wealth and Empire, 
which he hath by his 177t and Policy ac- 
quired : It {tandeth him upon ; tor it . 
his Religion falls, his Glory vaniſheth,and 
his Kingdom is abolithed. 

What men will do for Secular Ends, 
beyond all the belict and expectation of 
the Iulgar, we ſee in Hamor and She- 
chem, the firſt and molt Ancient Myrrour 
of that kind in the world : who tor the 
accompliſhment of their defires, introdu- 
ced anew Religion, troubling themſelves 
and their Citizens unto 8/ood, meerly to 
get puleſiion of Dinah, Jacob's Dangh= 
ET, 

Jeroboam's Policy. is about 2500 years 
old, thongh much more late. When the 
ten Tribes revolted from the Houſe of 
David, for fear leſt they ſhould return to 
their Allegiance, if they went up yearly 
to Jeruſalem, according to the Law , he 
{et up two Calves for the people to wor- 
ſhip, and underwent a great experce 
(bclides the G:ld 1n the Calves) in erect- 
ing a new Order of Przeſts, that the peo- 
pic night be kept at home in their per- 

verſe 
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\ Swerſe Obedience. He very well: knew 
| Ethoſe Calves were no Dertzes, yet for fe- 


*Z cular ends he promoted their worſhip, 
þ Z and was followed therein by all the Lize 


; E of the Kings of Frael, ſeveral hundred 
FP: gf ycars together. 


F=# .What Demetrius the Silver-Smith did 


+ for Diana of the Epheſians, and what an 


Z uproar he made, purely for Gaiz, in ma- 


+ king her Shrines, all the Chriſtian World 
# underſtandeth: But the High-Prieſts , 
Scribes and Elders of the Jews, 1n acting 
againſt all the Afiracles of Chrilt, and a- 
gainl(t their Conſcience ; e{pecially in g1- 
+ ving Money to the Souldiers to hold 
& their peace, when they brought the news 
8 of his Reſurrection, their reſeſting of the 
& Holy Ghoſt at his Miraculous Deſcent ; 
a theſe are a ſuthcient inſtance of the zz- 
E credible Sie 5" Z of mans heart, and 
his obſtinate* Fer Henets? allures his 


& hopes, as the immediate Crown of his 


& Labours. : 
F The Dzanag of the Romans 1s much 
= mo1c proffcuors than the Diaza of the E- 
WW prheſtans « The fatteſt places of the Pup- 
= T2rces , and the greateſt Empare 2t the 
E World, are the Game they Flay. This 


Dinah animateth all their Strength to im- | 


Pole on the people - And for the eaſing 
of 
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of their own Charge, it js a uſual thing 
3 with Popcs, to pcrmit their Prieſts and © 
K - Fryers, tor their better iupport, to de- 
ceive the people z viinck Dr. Stzllzngfieet, 
+ in his Book of Popiſh Comnterfeit Mira- 
cles , does exceilently open: in which, 
and in all other Arts and Tricks, they 
have a ſpecial connivance, provided they 
keep the poor {1mple Sicep within the 
bounds of their Jurifdiction, and contri- 
bute to the continuance ct their Secular 7 
Kingdom. 
| This is the ?rzxth of the Story ; and 
theſe are the circumſtances of the whole 
procedure, which remains now to: be 
proved. "2 
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CAP IV. 


James Merlin s Editions of the Conncils , 
who lately publiſhed Widore Hifpalenſis © 
for a good Record, which is now deteiF- - 
ed, and provel tobe a Forgery. 


| Ames Merlin s pains was to publiſh 
] Tidore , with ſome ColleCtions and + 

' Addirions of his own, He poſitively af- - 
firmeth him to be that Famous Ifidore of _ 
Hiſpalis , a Saint, a Biſhop, and a Father * 

| of © 


[IH 6. P wm ky - 


"y of the Circle - "* hageh as Blondel 
ad and Dr. Reynolds accurately obſerve , 
e- . Iidore of Hiſpalis was dead 45, 50, bo 
Tr, 3 ears, before ſome things came to pals 
*thar are mentioned in- that Book of the 
n, "Councils. 

Y © Blondel ina Book of his, called Pſen- 


I% 


- 2do- Iſrdorus, Or TH Y1annus Vapul, ans. ap 70 
Ne Fobſerves, how the loweſt that write of 


v7 Ifrdores death, fix it on the year 647. as 
E Vaſens | in his Chronicle : Others on the 
"year 643. as Rodericus Tolet arns Hiſt, lib.” 

d 2. cap. 18. Oronthe year 635: as the pro- 

le : per Office of the $4ints of Spain : or on the 

=year 636. when Sinthalus entered his 

2 Kingdom, as Redemptus Diaconus.an eye- 

= witneſs, De Obitz If1dori. 

” Brauleo Bilhop of Ceſar-Anenſtana , 
| Lucas Tudenſis, Baronius the great Anna- 
liſt Mariana, Grialus, and others, agree 

th | with thelaſt; which is eleven years ſoon- 

!s er than vaſens. So that the gencral pre- 

= | railing Opinion 1s, that Trdore of Hiſpalis 

= diedin the year 636. However, that we 
- may deal molt fairly with them , Wwe all 

h allow them all they can deſire, and calcua 

d -. lateour affair by the laſt Account, which 

E - 1s molt for their advamage. 

f Admit Yaſa#s in the right, that 1edore 

|  Jiy cd ti!] the year 647. yet the Book 

4 F which 
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4: 5 which is Fathered upon him, can be none * 
= of his; for it mentions things which * 
came to pals long after, B 
It is obſerved by Blondel, that Honora- 7 
tus, who {uccecded Ifrdore in the See of © 
Hijpalis, 1s found in the [ixth Council of 
Toledo; whereas this pretended Tſidore 
makes mention of the eleventh Council 
in the ſame place. He talks of the ſixth 
Oecumenical Conncil, inthe year 681. no 
leſs than 46 years after his own death, by 
the loweſt account. He writes of Bonz- 
face of Mentz, {lain as Baronins obſerves, 
1n the year 755.which was threeſcore and 
ſixteen years after Tfdores death - Yet _ 
Poſſevin, upon the word Iſdorus Hiſp. and 
Hart in his Conference with Reynolds, + 
contend the Author of this Book to be + 
the true 1jdore, Biſhop of Hiſpalis, as Mer- 
liz who firft publithed 1fdore in print, and 
© Z others did betore them. 
E Among his Witnelles produced againſt 
= 4 this Counterfeit, the firſt which Bloxdel 
uſeth, is the Code of the Roman Church; 
in which onely the Epittles' of 13: Ro- 
man Biſhops are contained , beginning 
vith Siricizs - Whereas there are in 1ſ- 
dore above 60. whereof five or fix and 
thirty lived before S7rzc7a8, and were all 
unknown untilthe time of Iſfdore, 
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Z His next Teſtimony is that of the Bi- 
*ſhops of France, about the year 865. 
2 who concluded, that Idore's Wares ther 


a= i Tg > . - If » | | 
of 2 rewly becirning to be ſold, could not have 


the force of Canons, becauſe they were not 
contained in the Authentick Code , or 3 
i] « Book of Canons formerly known. \Þ 
hþ } Henext citerh the Council of 4qwiſ- ; 
.Z erarmm, An. $16. the Biſhops of Parzs, 
D An. $29. Henricus Caltheiſenſts , Eraſmus, 
) © Gree.Caſſander, Anton. Contins,the famous 
© Lawyer, Belarmine and Baronizs, the 
q Learned Cardinals. 
. TheTeſtimony of Baronizs being more 
: Hargely cited than the reſidue, I thought 
- tt meet to ſearch the Author, and there 
2 _ foundtheſe following paſſages. 
Writing upon the Conteſt between 
Pope Nzcholas and the French Biſhops 
concerning Appeals,he beginneth toſhew 
| how they complained, that the Canſes of y.con, tn, 
Biſhops, which oneht to ve tryed in Councils Chriſt.865. 
' by their Fellow Biſhops , were removed to "*:4 
> _ the Apoſtolick Chair: And they queſtioned 
in their Letters, whether thoſe Epiſtles of 
the more Ancient Biſhops , which were not 
inſerted into the Body of the Canons, but 
| ' were written in the ColleFion of Indore 
| _ Mercator, were of equal/ Anthority with 


the reſidue 2 
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lie the more plain, and ts ſhew what they 


mean by the Body of the Canons, he tells 


us, It zs certain, that the more Ancient 
Colletion of the Decretal Epiſtles of the 
Roman Bifhops, and the Canons of divers 
Conncils, acquired ſach a name, that the 
Volaum was called, The Book, or Code, or 
BODY of CANONS, 7zzxcreaſed by the 
addition of other Councils, which were af 
terwards celebrated. But the more ancient 
and full :olleFion of the Epiſtles of Roman 
Biſhops, and Canons of Councils, was that 


of. Cretconitus, of which £ bave ſpoken be- 


fore, ſaith he : Which being increaſed by 


the addition of many Canons and Epiſtles, 
went under the name of the Book, or BO- 
DY of CANONS. -»d whereas there 
were mary other Collections of Canons 
compiled , that which is the richeſt of all, 
made by \1dore ſirnamed Mercator , con- 
taining the Epiſtles of the Ancient Roman 


Brſl-ops , beginning from Clement, wes 


Longe recentior , far younger than they 
all; as Hincmarus, Archbiſhop of Rhemes, 
does teſtifie: Foraſmuch as it was wot 
brought ont of Spain into France, before 
the times of Charles the Great , by Ricul- 
phus Archbiſhop of Mentz © For ſo he te- 


SHtifies in a Letter of his to Hincmarus Lau- 


dunenlts, 


7 4 
bg 
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dunenſis , beginmng, Sicut de Libro, &c. 
But he who firſt colleFFed Canons out of the 
' foreſaid Epiſtles, publiſhed at firſt by Ilt- 
: dore, and inſerted them into the books of 
the Kings of the Franks, war Benedictus 
Levita , as he teſtifieth ff himſelf in his 
Preface before the fifth book of thoſe Ca- 
nons: who writ in the times of the Sons 
of Ludovicus Pius the Emperonr, Ludovi- 
cus Lotharius, ad Charles, ar we ſhewed, 
where he ſaith, T have infavten theſe Ca- 
20s, &c. to wit , thoſe W ARFS of Ih- 
dore Mercator, which weve brought , as 
thou haſt heard of Hincmarus, iztot rance 
out -of Spain by RicyIphus, N> quis ' ca- 
lummniart x4 ab Eccletia Romana ah» 
quid hjfnods commerirum etle - Le 
any one ſhould ſlander ns, and ſay , the 
Church of Rome invented ſuch « buſineſs 
as this. 

I think here is enough - He looks up- 
on itas a Commentum, a meer Fiction,and 
1s afraid leſt anv one thouid have the aa- 
vantage of Fathering fuch a dreadinl Ba- 
ſtard on the Chnrch of Kozze. He calls 
them Tſdore the Merchants Wares he 
does not refel the Bilhops of France; he 
clares not attirm they were in the Ancient 
Code oft Epiſtles and Councils ; he ac- 
kaciadocth them far younger than the 


F 5 BODY 


; 


BODY of CANONS, and ſubſcribes to 
Hincmarus Archbiſhop of Khemes, citing 
him who writ againſt Jf/dore, as a good 
and Authentick Author. He confeſleth 7 
that they were never known in France | 
till the times of Charles the Great. that 1s 
k 700 years after they firſt began to be 
2& {| written; and that they were introduced * 
 # into the books of the Kings of the Franks * 
by BenediGus Levita, in the times of La- | 
dovicus Lotharins, which was about the * 
year 850, So that the Church was go- * 
verned well enough without them , and 
about 8oo years after vur Saviours Birth 
they were firſt hateht as meer Inzwovati- 
ons. This is toolarge a Chink toran Ez 

h nemy to open; but he proceedeth fur- 

= ther. - 

- Faron. 4®. That the ſame Riculphus , 'Biſbop of 
FW 5 "5. Mentz, did live in the times of Charles , 
= : the Great , many Monuments of that Age © 
do make it certain; eſpecially the Teſta- 
ment of the ſame Charles the Great, to 
which this Riculphus 7s found to have ſub- 
ſcribed among divers others. We find that 

he was Preſident alſo in a Conncil at Mentz, 
held ir the year of our Redemption 813. \» 
CC. Since therefore the French Regions, © 
which are neareſt to Spain, knew not the + 
Collection of Ilidore before the times of 
Riculphus, 
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* Riculphus, 2wch leſs Fraly, 7t 7s 4 conje- 
* Fare, that this Tlidore did live and write 
2 z0t long before; and ſo it mas firſt publiſh- 
= ed by Riculphus, who brought it thather ; 
* then by Benediftus, who put it into the Ca- 
© pitular books; and laſtly , by Nincmarvs 
-: Junior, Biſhop of Laon, the laſt Collefor 
* unto this our Age: which Rincmarus « 

- Rhemes, 4a man of a keener (mell, repre- 
. hendeth in many things , defaming that 
* collefion of Iidore which the other uſed. 
- for which cauſe he was accuſed, For F ro- 
doardus, is» his Hiſtery of Rhemes, Cap. 


16. zear the end, ſaith of him, that being 


accuſed becauſe he had condemned the De- 

' cretal Epiſtles of the Roman Biſhops, he 
: profeſſed and proteſted otherwiſe , that he 
. admitted, held, and approved them with 
the greateſt honour. Opor this occaſion, to 
+ wit, it appears, he was branded with 4 
' mark, becanſe he had (gnified himſelf. uot 


' to have approved that Colied ion of liidore 


in all things. 

Baronins you {ce , who 1803c of the 
orcateſt Friends to the See of Roe, en- 
deavours to remove the matter of T{dore 


* as far as he can from the Roman Charr , 


being ſore atraid, leſt the guilt of ſo ma- 
* ny Foregeries {ſhould too apparently be 


charged uron her: For which cauſe he 
Y 4 wul 
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will not have the book fo much as krows 


in 4taly, nay not in Fraxce, which 1s near- Þ 
er unto Spain, for Ccc years time, but ? 
that it came out of Spazz firſt, being ® 


brought by Riculphns, Verhaps Riculphus 
was never there. He doth not tcll us that 
he went into Spair, for ought | can find, 
por upon What occaſion, nor in what C1- 
ty , nor of whom he received Tjdore : 
which putteth me in mind of Cacxs his 
device, who being a ſtrong T hiet, and 
robbing Hercwtes of his Oxcn, drew them 
ali backward by the T ail into his Den, 


- : > - 
tha: the print of their heels being found. 


backwards , they might not be tracked, 
bu: ſzcm to be gone another way. 

But he fails in 15 Celign : for as 1t 1s 
ſtrange, that 7taly ſhould not know the 
Decretal Epiſtles of; its owe? Popes for 
Cco years , till AKiculphus brought them 


oi:tot Spins fols 1t more (trange, that 


being ſuch Forgeries as he would have 
ticm , Hincmarus Archbittop of Khemes 
{hould be accuſed for conderaning them, 
and ratled up, and branded in ſuch a man- 
ner, and compciicd to recant by fo pow- 
critul an Enemy ; tor it ſeems he had no 
way to faye himiclt, but by rexouncing 
his Opinion. . The jgaloulte of the Ao- 
man Church, and 1ts tenderncels over Tj- 
| | = d ore, 
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Lo Ee —_ cxceoding great in 
= the bard dealing which Hincmarns met 
F ” with , who though he did recant, was 
E {till nates with infamy; as it to ſpeak 
= againſt 7:dorxe , were a Crime not to be 
© waſhed off by the Tears of Repentance 
, Þ in the Chorch of Rome. Perhaps the poor 

Z Biſhop was an Hypocrite in that forced 
- Contcition, and tor this was branded, 
| becauſe he confet! icd a /ze, as menupon 
; the Rack are wont to do, for his own de- 
liverance - for that he knew {till that IG- 
dore was a Counterfcit , and mufti there- 

| forebe reputed a rotten Member of the 

Churchof Rowe. T his Baronius obſerves, 

while he afcribeth Hincwarns lis repre- 
: hending 7þdore's Collection, to his Aeemer 
' ſcent; whereby he was able, ,motereacily 
than others, to ſmell a Kat, and diicover 
the Cheat. 

Baronius proceedeth further in con- 
demning the colledtion of 1idore, thus; 
But Nicholas the Pape ſeemed to abſtain an 5+. 
' fromiton purpoſe - for though he was of nn 7- 

ten ingaged in theſe Controverſies, concern- 

ing Appeals to the Apoſiolick Chair , and 

there were 18 it many, and thoje moſt pow- 

erful, Te(timonies of moſt koly Popes, and 
they Martyrs too, whoſe Authority might 

be of higheſt force in the Church; yet he 
who 8; 


» 
14 
| 


wholly abſtained from them (which rhat he 14 


knew to be dowbtful at leaſt, is not to be 
doubted) uſing only thoſe, concerning which 
#here was never any doubt in the Church of 


God; becauſe the Church did not want thoſe 
adventitions, and late invented Evidexn- 
ces, becanſe it might receive them abun- 


dantly from other places : but Benedictus 


Levita hrmfelf alſo, thongh ( as you have 


heard from Hincmarus, and as he himſelf 


teſtifies in the Preface before his books ) he 
took, many things out of that ſame Colle- 
Fion of Ihdore; yet being conſcious in 
Himſelf. that the Authority of thoſe Epiſtles 
WAL __ ſure, but that it nodded exceed- 
ingly, he 

as hc did in the other Epiſtles of the Ro- 
z:1an Biſhops , Innocent, Leo, Gelaſtus, 
Symmachus, aud Gregory ; naming the 
Authors of thoſe . whoſe Faith was clear 
and certain. But further yet, with great 
caution, becauſe he knew the Evidenees ta- 
hen from them not to be jo firm , he took 
care, as he teſtifies in the end, to have them 
confirmed by the Apoſtolick Authority. 

[s not herea merry pallage ? Beredid ws 
Levita knew the Decretal Epiltles to be 
falſe , and therefore he got them to be 
»ade true by the Popes Authority ; at 
tealt to be confirmed as true, whereas they 
WELE 


W 


_ 


never cited any Author of them, 
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e | were goubiful before. It is the manner 
'e or: ſometimes, to get 0- 
h hers to ke the matters, which they 
f themſelves delign to be done ; that the 
> _bulineſs ſpringing from the requeſt of 
- others, might appear more graceful in 
. the eye of the people. We may juſtly 
s enquire, whether Beredi@ ns Levita were 
e _ not ordered what to Petition, by private 
f ; - inſtructions from his Holineſs, before he 
e | yo his motion to the Chair : for it had 
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4 
* otherwiſe been an extravagant 7mpnu- 


Z dence to have aſſaulted the Chair with 
' ſuch a requeſt as that 15, of craving a Con- 
- firmation of new- -found Records, ſo fee- 
ble and ſuſpe&ed. Whatever the Intrigue 
was, the event is clear, BenediGus Levita 


* got them confirmed, and ſo they were az 


dopted for his Holineſs Children, though 
| Pope Nicholas was (hy a little out of 
ſhame and modeſty , and bluſhed to ac- 
knowledge his poor Kindred. 

It 1s further obſervable , that theſe 


* counterfeit Epiſt/es were firſt brought in 


into the Records of the Franks, without 


* naming their Authors: and that a little 


after their gziet publication, ſome Favou- 
rite of the Chair grew more bold, and 
added their zames unto them ; this of Cle- 
ment. that of Anacletns, &c. And that the 
work 


Roman *Formeries, 

work was thus perfected by degrees, Ba- | 
ronins ſhews us in the @Howmy: paſlage. ® 

But he who firſt publiſhed the Decrees 
extracted out of thoſe Epiſtles, with the Ti- 
He of the Roman Bithops, iz whoſe names % 
they are recorded, was that Hincmarus we ” 
mentioned, the Bifiop of Laon, ar appears i 
by an Fpiſtle or book written againſt him 
by Hincmarus of Rhemes; who receiving Þ 
that work of the Biſhop of Laon, read it i 
nat without indignation, and in very ma- Þ 
ny things reprovedit. But others have fol- | 
lowed the Biſhop of Laon, as Burchardus, 
who writ in the fellowing Ace, and others 
after him . who prefixed the names of the * 
very Roman Biſhops before all the Chap- 7 
ters, which Gratian alſo did the laſt of | 
all. 

Eut that thoſe Epiſtles are rendered ſu- || 
Jſpitions, by many things which we have ſaid Y| 
in the jecond Tome of our Annals , while $7 
we mentioned each iz particular , is ſuffi- | 
ciently demonſtrated : Where we fhewed | 


withal , that the hely Roman Church die 'L 


z:0t need them, jo as ( if they ſhould be © 
adcteGed of falſity ) to be bereaved of its | 
Kiehts and Priviledges , ſince ( though ſhe 7 
wanteth them) fhe is abundantly ftrene- 7 


thened and confirmed by the Legitimate | 1 


aud Genuine Decretal Epiſtles of other : 
Popes. : 
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4- Popes. But that the Chap 


Fapproved, as agreeable to the Canons ( «s 
j- imfelf teſtifies ) by the Authority of the 
-s Roman Bilhops, {which was done alſo by 


Fans 


*#he latter ColleFors ) it happened rather 
'by long uſe, than for any ſtrength or firm- 
neſs in thempelves. = 

Thus Saronins in his Annals, An. 865. 
Zxx.5, 6. 7, 8.all together. 

' InNotis Martyrol. ad 4. April. he faith, 
tVaſaus 7s convided to have erred, who 
* thought this Ilidore Pacenfis that Ifidore 
*who colleFed the Epiſtles of the Roman 
'e Biſhops, and the Councils, &c. Hinc- 
*marus Laudunenlis alſs, aud Trithemius, 
f | and others err, who aſcribe that colleFion 
70 Hidore of Hiſpalis: That Opinion is re» 
felled; firſt, becauſe Brauleus and Ilde- 


- 
4 i phonlus, who lived in thoſe times, araw- 
le Bing up a Catalogue of his Writings , make 


© 20t the leaſt mention of that work. But 
* further, all doubt is taken away concern- 
ing this matter, while the Author of that 
* work, ſpeaking there concerning the mans 
" er of holding a Counci].recttes the words 
; of the firſt Canon of the eleventh Council 
- Z of Toledo X and mentions Agatho the 
p | Pope in his Preface , fince Widore of Hi- 
x | ipalis departed this life, long before the 


tines 


rs taken out 
e. of them by Benedictus Levita, were at firſt 
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times of that Council , and Pope Agatho. 
Had we time, we might make many i 
curious reflexions upon theſe paflages of F 
Baronixs : He afterwards talks of ano- Z 
ther Tjdore , called ſometimes Mer-ator, © 
and ſometimes Peccatorz but of what 
Parents, what Calling, what City, or ©. 
what Country he was, he mentionerh no- 7 
thing. So that this Chz/d, ming. all thoſe # 
Thdores and Fathers that are found out # 
for it, muſt reſt at Jait in one that is # 
unknown. D 
All that can be gathered from this # 
whole diſcourſe of Barenins , ts this, | 
That a new Book of Councils, richly # 
fraught with Evidences for the Roman | 
Church and Religion, came abroad under ® 
the name of yjavre, containing Decrees # 
and Decretal Epiſtles that were never | 
before heard of in the world : that this & 
Book was falſjy Fathered upon Iſdore of 
Hiſpalss 3 and that all thoſe ancient Epi- 
ſtles of the Roman Biſhops, from S. Peter 
x down tO S7ricizs, are juſtly ſuſpected - 
Nay, he confefles them to be 7nfirm, ad- 
ventitions, and lately invented , or newly 
found, and tO ned exceedingly : He op- 
poſeth them to thoſe Records which are 
Legitimate and Genuine, though they are 
of late magnihed , and followed by all ? 
the þ 
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E the Collectors of the Decrees and Coun- 
y 
of F 


cils, being, though waved by fome , ci- 
ted and approved by other Popes, as well 
® as Doctors, Jeſuites,Cardinals, &c. 


fi 


. ” This isthe laſt and beſt Story that can 
at |. be made onthe behalf of that Book, the 
__ Counterfeits in which, as we obſerved 
= A before » were, becauſe they extol and 

# magnitie the Popes Chair , received for 


le i - 
it Z good and Authentick Laws in the Church 


Z of Aome: For Baroniws died not —_ 


Is # —- 
Z ſince, about the year 1607. 1n this la 


# Century 3 and when he had ſeen the 
- rruth of thoſe Arguments that are urged 
Z againſt the Forgeries , endeavours ſo to 
= handle this matter in his Hiftory , as to 
; clear the Church of Kowe from the im- 
; PUtation. 
| . Bellarmane, that ſaw not into this My- 
{ ſtery fo clearly , takes another courſe 
which when we have 1ntimated one or 
* two Marginal Notes in Baronizs, WE 
{hall declare, Baronizs deals more fairly 
with us than Bzzzus; for the one in his 
Marginal Notes contradicteth his Text, 
ſometimes to delude the Reader : but 
Baronius fairly notes In- the Margin, 
> Iiidori colleFio wlgata in Gallizs, Ift- 
dori colleFia ab Antiquis non adeo pro- 
bata. Ifidori colle&io ut minus ſrncers 
notata, 
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notata, Ec, Soft words for a Treatiſe 
rejected, but ſtrong Indications of a De- + 
ſperate Cauſe. The Ancients approved not 
the collefFion of Indore. It was not ſo 
ſincere as it ought, &Cc. | 
Pellarm. Cardinal Be//armine, to prove the 
de Rem. Popes Supremacy , draweth one Argn. 
* wor ment from the Popes themſelves; whoſe 
; Teſtimomes he caſteth into three Clafles. 
The firſt, ſaith he, contains the Epiſtles of 
Popes that ſate from S.Peter to the yer 
200- in which Calvin and the Magden- 
burgenſes confeſs the Primacy to be plain- 
ly aſſerted 5 and that thoſe Biſhops were 
holy men, and true Biſhops ; but they ſay 
- the Epiſtles are het and new, aud falſiy 
Fathered on thoſe Biſhops. In this Claſs 
he aftirmeth, Theſe Holy Fathers do clearly 
; aſſert the Primacy ; Clemens in his firſt 
I Epiſtle, Anacletus i» his third, Evariſtns 
F Fpilt, 1. Pius Fpiſt. 1, and 2. Anicetus 
Epiſt.r. Victor Epiſt. rt. Zephirinus Epiſt. 1. 
Calixtus Epiſt. 1. Lucins Fpiſt. xt. Marcel- 
lus zz Epiſt. 1. Euſebius Epiſt.3. Melchia- 
des Epiſt. *. Marcus Epiſt. 1 
After this he ſaith, @x4amuis aliquos 
Errores, ©&*c. Though I cannot deny , but 
that ſome Errours are crept into them, and 
dare not affirm that they are indubit able, 
Jet T doubt not at all, but that they are very 
Ancient. 
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Ancient. As if an old Deed being called 
into queſtion, and the matter of Fact 
made certain, that it wasa real Forgery 
he that holds his polſlefhion by it, ſhould 
ſay , It has beet 3#terlzned indeed, and 
corrupted 192 many places, bur 'tis ver 
old. Letus. fee however what his reaſon 
1s for the Antiquity of it : He 1s rough 
with his Opponents , and telleth us, The 
Magdeburgenſes do lye , when they ſay 
Cenr. 2. Cap. 7. zear the end, that no An- 
thor worthy of credit ever cited theſe E- 
piſt les before Charles the Great * For Ii- 
dore, who is 2c0 years older than Charles 
the Great, in the Proem of bis colleFion 
of the Holy Canons, (aith, that 
vice of 80 Bſhops , he colleFea Canons 
out of the Epyſtles of Clement, Anacle- 
tus, Ec. —- 
Ifdore did indeed begin to flouriſh 
near to the year 610. So that Be/armine 
takes him right for the ſame Jſ#dore Biſhop 
of Hiſpalis, But had he well examined 
the matter-, he would have forborn to 
give the Lye to men more 1n the right 
than himſelf, conftidtng in the rotten An- 
tiquity of this Counterfeit Iſdore. For 
Ifidores Preface is a Counterfeit too,made 
_ on purpoſe to countenance the Forge- 
ries not 200 years older than' Charles 
CG the 


by the ad-. 


<7 


the Great, things = wo the Death of 1{- 

dare, 1ts pretended Author, being men- 

AS ITlh the ſame. 
Confer. Dr Reznolds ia his Conference with 
Ca» 3. Di x147t, having ſmartly checked kim for his 
vJ-3- fourſiore B:ſops out of one Tſidore, asked 
him, About what year of Chrifi Hidore 
did die © How oth Genebrard write 2 
(vecauſe @ Genebrard was Hart s molt ad- 
mired Author.) He anſwereth, About the 
year 637. as he proveth out of Vaſes. 


Conitantinole, xrnder Agatho, was kepte 
He anſwercth, I» the year 681. or 632. or 
thereat out. Then Thdore was: dead above 

4G ye. Irs, faith Reynolds, before that Ge- 
be il Conncil. He Was , ſaith Hart, but 
wh. :t of that? of that it + doth follow , that 
the Preface written inl{idores name, aud 

t before the Conmcils. to purchaſe ROS to 
iho/e Fraftles, is a counterfeit, and not [{t= 
dorC's: Por in that Preface there is men- 
tim made of the General Conncil of Con- 
rantnople, held againſt Biſhop Macarius 
n[Sephanns, in the time of Pope A\ga- 
21117 1! WAS hell above 40 years after [1- 
Core was dend, by Gencbrard's own con- 

{/ion , by Fis orrn confeſſion Iidore could 


act tell the fourſcore Biſhops of it, And 
Jo 
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AsSking him, IWhen the General Council of 


-4xd the Fmperour Conſtantine: which * 


No 
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ſo the 80 Biſhops which Turrian hath found 
out in one I{tdore, are diſſolved all into one 
Connterfeit , abuſing both the- name of I11- 
dore, and fourſcore Biſhops. Hart was 
unable to anſwer tim, and tied from tte 
Point. 

Harding , in his Book againſt Biihop 
Jewel, citeth theſe Forgeries frequently 
and briskly - Uvon the failure of whica, 
though Baronins pretends an abundant 
number of other Evidences ; Yer in tie 
loſs of 50 or 40 Primitive Biltops and 
Ma'tyrs, that were fo long time, tor the 
firſt 300 years aftcr Chrilt together, 
thought to ſpeak tor the Supremacy of 
the Church of Howe, one of rhe faireſt 
Feathers in the Poves Crown tis plucked 
away ; and the younger Evidences , in 
which Baronins tults, DENG none bat the 


Malepert and Arrogant Teſtimonies of 


ior Popes, in their own Cauſes, will 
make but a {light impretition 1m the minds 
Q&f men. that have found thc mfelves de- 
luded with more ancient pretence's, of 
the grave and unipatted Authorities of 
Holy Vien, that Sacrificed theralſclves for 
the.Glory of God, and the good of the 
World,and ſealed their Teſtimony wit! 
their larelt blood - whici the Jarter B1- 
ſhops of Kowe have been more Secular 

C 2 and 
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Roman Forgeries, 
and Pompous, than to be doing ike their 
Predecetlors. 


GAs Vo 


Dzvers Forgeries conteined in Ilidore's 
ColleTion, mentioned in particular. 


x7dore, as he now ſtandeth ſet forth by 
|| Alerlin, has 50 Canons of the Apoſtles 
tor pure and good Records; many De- 
cretal Exiltles, made, as he pretends, by 
the firit Martyrs and Biſho: 2s of Rowe : ; 
very long. and full of Popery. 

He has two Epiltles of S.Clement writ- 
ten to S, James Biltop of Jernſalem, that 
was dead before S. Clement came to the 
Chair - one to the Brethren dwelling 
with S. James, and two others in his 
name. 

He has four Epiſtles in Fe name af 
Anacletus, who lived in the time of Tra- 
jan, and fate in the Roman Chair, 4. 
104. In the laſt of which the Counter- 
teit Aracletus fergncth , ©* Fhat all the 
*£ Pttmacies and Archbiſhopricks 11 the 
* World were divided and fetled by 
« S. Peter, and S.Clement ; that the Church 


of Fas is the Head and Hinge of all 
tne 


© the Chanches: s and Ko all the Patriar.. 
©chal Szes were made ſuch by verine of 
©S. Peter: Antioch, becaiife he ſate there, 
© before he came to Rome : Alexanarra, 
© becauſe S. X/2rk came to itt there from 
©S. Peter: but Rome eſpecially the firſt 
© See, becaule 1t 1: ſanctified by the death 
© of S. Peter. and S. Paul. As1i onr Savi- 
OUrs Ren abi c nothing able tol:ncrite 
Jeruſalem , as S. Peter s dcath was to ſan- 
ctiftie Rome : eh belides the Death of 
Chritt, Jernſ/cxz Þath this advantage , 
that it is the firſt Charch, and the aother 
of us all, 
That you may a little diſcein the deal- 
ings of the Papilts, nore here, that Ana- 
cletus his fult and ſecond E piſtles are 
cited by Be//armine tor good Records, , 
im the very fame book where he contcl- - Sts 
ſeth them to be Counter fcoits: For though Pom. (16.0, 
in one /zttle patiage they be confetied tor © =: 
the preſent fſatisfattion of a {tiff Oppa- 
nent; yet where mon arc n iincied to be 
corrupt, they may fcrve the ruin in an 
hundred other Sk by a Pious Fraud, 
and the C nfeftion being over-«kip pc, 
they may io] ſeem Authentick ,clpec'aily 
if the place happen to be unfccn where 
thc Contctlion was made. as it often comz 
cth to paſs in voluminous writings, 
G 3 i dore 


Tk dore has be fides theſe, 2 coun! 1 erfcit 
Epiſtles of Fwvariſins, 3 of Alexander, 
2 of Sixtus. 1 of Teleſphorns, 2 Of Hieinws, 
2 of Pinus, 1 of Anitins, 2 Of Soter, 10f 
Ele ut ker; 7MS.,, 2 of I:F or FL 2 of Zephirinus, 
2 of Calixtus. 10f UOrovanns, 2 of Pon- 
tiaus, 10t Anterus , 3 of Favian, 2 of 
C ornelins, 1 of Lucius, 2 Of Stevben, 2 of 
Sixtus. 2 of Dionyſus, 3 2 of Felix, 2 of 
Eutychiarus, 1 Of Gaius, ? of Alar ellin Us, 
2 of Narcellus, 3 of Fuſebins, 1 Of Atel- 
ehiad:'s. AN laid down without the leaft 
no:c of any Fraud: thougn the Jat.cr 
Compilers of the Councils, having their 
exo5 opened, by tle C entury-Writers of 
And, m 7rg2 , the care of other I rote- 
{fa nts, D: Qin to ack nowledge ſeveral of 
tacm * [Do + Oorge s ICS. 

Tic: Fp;flrs have one common blaſt 
upon them ihey were fnuft ſeem 1n a 
co:mt, rf it book, an! never known to 

oy orld, til many hundred years at- 

r their pretended Authors were fet 1n 
Pu nd They cannot a!/ be conf. 
ted at once 3, the Reader therefore mult 
have patience, t-!] we mect with them In 
their paces. In the moan time ſee what 
B ſhap Jewel faith concerninz them, a 
Mn oCeveranſiyercd by 2ny . Tis. cially 45 
tO theſe point » Wh Tel BY charg.th them 
wth 


with IR phy Gratiog fhewcth , that Tf! 1<. De. 
£ the Decretal Epiſtles have becn doubt- Ef. 
*ed of among the Learned. Dr. Swith 
* declared openly at Paul's Crojs , that 
* rhoy cannot poſllibly be theirs whofe 
* names they bear: And to utter {owe 
© reaſons ſhortly for proof thereo?, thee 
' Decretal Epiſtles maniteltiy depy ave 
* and abuſe the Scriptures, as it may foon 
© apvear to the Corily Reader upon lighe. 
* T hey maintain nothing lo much, as the 
* State and King dom of the Fope; and _ © | 
© yet there was no ſuch State credited | in_ F 
many hundred vears after the Apualtles E 
* time. They pu biith a multitude of vain 
* and roy tous Ceremonies , and o- 
© ther like F antahies, far unite the Apo. 
<{tles Doctrine. They procta'm [act 
* things as Mr. Hurdizg knoweth to bo 
* open and known Lives. Amnacietiy, that 
© was next after Peter, Willett! and Itinite 
©lv commandeth, that all Þrinaps, one 
* jnthe year, do vilit the Entiy of S. Pe- 
* ter s Churchin Rowe, Which they call 
* Limina Fetri; yet vas Cere then no 
* Church as yet bt ay Ire 1 tae Bame of 
: Peter. Pope Avtherus Wmarcth MUntion 
© of Exſcbixs Alexanarinits, and Felrx , 
© which lived a long, time alter him. Fas 
© brazus Writeth of the comin? of Nowa- 
Ki 4. *tus 
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 Vaman : g, 
© tus into Ttaly; yet 'tis clear by S. Cy- 
* prian, and Enſebjus , that Novatus came 
3 © firſt into 7taly in the time of Cornelizs, 
EF, *who was (next, after Fabianus, One 
; © Petrus Crab, the Compiler of the Coun- 
*cils, complaineth much, that the exam- 
© ples from whence he took them , were 
* wonderfu ly corrupted, and not one of 
* them agrecing with another, Grat7ar 
* himſelf. upon good advice, 1s driven to 
*ſay, that al ſnch Epiſtles ought to have 
© p/ace, rather in debating matter of Ju- 
< {tice in the Conſiſtory , than in detcr-: 
*m1:ing and weighing the truth of the 
* Scriptures. Belides this, neither 5. Hre- 
* r07., nOr Gennadinus, nor Damaſus , nor 
* any other O'd Father, ever alleoged 
©rhcſe Epiſtles, or made any account of 
*them ; nor the Biſhops of Rome them= 
< ſeIves at the ftirlt, no nct when fuch Evi- 
'* dencces might have {tood them in; beſt 
©ftead, in their ambitious contention for 
* Superiority over the Biſhops of Africa : 
* The Contents of them are ſuch, as a 
* very Child of any judgment may ſoon 
*be able to dcſcry them. Here he na- 
meth St. Clemert's writing tO St. James 
- when he was dead, Aerc:llns charging 
the Emperonr A/axentins, an Infideband 
a Tyrant, with the Authority of Clement ; 
y with, 
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with Crone clings of this Bd; In his 
Keply to Harding's Anſwer, Artic.1, and 4. 
But I proceed with Tſadore, or rather 
Merlin, that firſt printed him. 

He has, beſides all theſe Epiities, cer- 
tain counterfeit Decrces of Syl-efler, Bi- 
ſhop of Rowe, in the time of Corſtanizze 
the Great, and the Fpilogus brevis Roma- 
ni Conc _ poſi Nicenmm celebrati > which 
| gincmarns,, Archbiſhop of Rhemes , is 
OO particularly to have excepted 

gainlt, as abſurd , becauſe 1t ordaineth, 

7 bet 0 L ay- wan oue/:t to accuſe a Cler- 
5 2.4Þst no Inferno Prieſt m1ay 
accuſe his SHPCY inur. 3. 1hat a PFrelate may 
not be condemned utbout 72 Witneſjes, a 
Carainal Prieſt not without 43, a Cardinal 
Deacon of the City of Rome wot without 
27, 4 Snb-Deacon, an Acolythite,a Readcr, 
a Door- keeper, 10t without 7 Wilnthes. It 
1s further proviucd , that every one of 
theſe Witnetics mutt be without any [pot 
of 1nfamy * no Lay-man at all; nor any 
inferiour Clergy. wan, Sc O that ui Pon thc 
matrer a ſafe Indemnity 1s prepared for 

al) kind of Pricits , eſpecially the great 
Ps to {wim in any Exccts as himlclt 
liſteth, provided he be not guilty ot the 
Proteſtaurs faults: that is to ſay, that he. 
doth nor touch the Fopes Crown, Or tiC 
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This Decree is res - coal put a- Þ 
mong the Councils by Ifdore, and Mer+ 
lin,by Peter Crabbe, Surins, Binins,Labbe, 
and Coſſartins , and the ColleFio Regia; 
and as folemnly pat among the Popes 
Laws, by Two an ancient Biſhop , a great 
C: ivilian, and one of the Eldeſt Digeſters 
of the Canon Law. betore Gratiar 
This brief Fprlo2me (et before the Coun- 
cil, giveth youto wit, that there were || 
Cardinals in Rozze in the time of Conſt an} & 
zine, the firſt Chriſtian Emperour. But || ; 
it you pleaſe to examine Antiquities, you ff ( 
[ 
t 


will hardly find Cardinals fo ancient. 
Iidore 1n his Preface directed to one, 
whom he calls his Fellow-ſervant and Fa-f| 1 
ther of the Faith, mentioncth 70 Canons | 
of the Niceme Counci), ſomewhat too atz ff {; 
fectedly : © You 80 Biſhops. faith be, who ſ þ 
* have compelled me to begin and perfect Þ þ 

* this work, ought to know, and fo 
© onght all other Pric{ts of the Lord, that 7 
© we have found more than thoſe 20 Ca-f| | 
*nons of the Niceze Council, that areff Þ 

: "wh ns: And weread in the Decrees of 
Tulins the Pore, that there ought to be], 
© - © Chapters of that Synod. Yet when 
he cometh to the Council ir ſelf, he for- 
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ects himfelt fo far, as to lay down _ d 


20; tlie 50 forg Rd C:n013 recerving 


fair Coanreviance only. by thar Pivſacs 
or Epiltle, ſet for ſhew before the work. 
'y He has an Epiitle of Athaniſias, and 


5 B the BEGgps of Feypt, to Pope Marks 
s | wherein they tell him. that there were 


tf 70 Canons of the Nirere Council, and 

S I defrre him to ſend them into Fey from 
Rome ince all ther own were barnt at 

3 te raveldia by the Arrian<. AR Was 

e dead 9 years before the Burning lappen- Han fag 
| 14 

*[cd; howbett, he finr them a | Gracious dire. 

f Anſwer; with the 70 Canons. - The nit i 

U J of theſe was feriouliy cited rome by a 
Learned Son of that Church, ro prove 

, f| the Biſhop of Rome vi as Cal Hed Pope (to 

- | wit, by Athana'ins, and all the Brilhons of 

Sf Feypt | within the brit 4-0 vcars : But 

2 | ſome of their lateſt Authors bevin tr 

0 | bluſh at it, as Birzus and Bironmws YO in 

TH particular. 

0 Next to theſe he has three Frifiles of 

ih Julizs the Pope, as very Conntertuits as 

the former, yet gencially eited by the 

© | Pſcudo-Catholicks, 25 200d Records... 

i Aﬀter thele , an tpiſile of Athanuis 


CY ard the Piſhops of Fer Pt ſo Liberimus ie 
19 opprefiion of the Church by the Arriur 
- | being the pretended Theme, bur | its real 2 
CY dc Gen i 1s to magrahe the Popes Cha 

: Liberius his Anſwer, Ejn{dem farine. : 


A 
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A lofty Brag like the reſidue. 
An Epiſtle of the Biſhops of Egypt te 
Pope Felix, concerning the cruel Perſecuti- 
ons of the Arrians: An humble Addreſs, F;. 
and very Supplicatory, Though Felix r3 
was an Arrian himſelf, and an Uſurper Þ;; 
of the Chair, thruſt in by an Arria» Em. fic 
perour, while Lziberizs the true owner fſ;y 
of 1t was bani{hed tor the Faith; yet the 3 
{tile of the Epiſtle runneth thus, Domir 
beati(ſimo.&c. To our moſt bleſſed and moſi I; 
TP honourable Lord, the Holy Father Flix, | r 
Pope of the Apoſtolical City , Athanaſius, 
and all the Biſhops of Egypt, Thebais and x, 
Lybia, by the Grace of Ged afſembled in te 
the Holy Council of A'cxandria,. - A ſtilef g 
too too lofty tor thoſe purer times of | «, 
humble ſimplicity : The uſual Compel. I þ 
lations of thoſe davs (as may be ſeen by] (; 
S. Cyprian's Letters to the Biſhops of  tþ 
Rome , and ſome other good Records )[| T 
being far more ſhort and familiar 3 ſuch} # 
as Julio Orbis Rome Epiſcopo, Or, Stepha-};; 
no fratri, or,C ornelio College FO, Coepiſco- [7 
po 3 that is, to Julius Zrſhop of the City of þ 6 
Rome, or to Stephen z2y Brother , or toff 21 
Cornelius ry Aſfociate and Fellow: biſhop : | þ; 
Nor can we tind any other, in undogbted | p 
inſtruments , for the firlt 300 or 400 ” 
vears : Bur for an UVſ/urper to be called 
: Alo(t 


LO 
"14,5290 


ho $9 Ny DO | - 
FEELS TL et Th gt COT . ” 4 VEG ab : , ; 
| y 43tcd b %; IE; En Bohr, $97 Bae - \ , > s LY. 4 
K-54 EW - ' SOS LESS ent K's TRENT 24D 
FELLOW 2 Fo Fore Cee wes» Ay sf 0p. Is Rte EI Pa x #32 AT 
TE if 4 J CS - yr 35 S , BY. 7 ws on ES Cato Os, "Ie 
Beto ES ns dard fone nt 3 Onan ace a C Et NET Ie ee Fe > 2D » 
ET IE os AE 2 DEANS. >. 


Moſt bleſſed and honaurable Lord, an He- 
'0 Fretich, Holy Father .and Pope of the Apo- 
Z- Ffolical City; and that by a man who had 

s, Jrather die than be gwmilty of ſuch a Flatre- 

X fry, was little ſuitable to the Spirit of 4- 
TEhanaſjus, that Great and Couragious 

1- Champion of the Church, being as God 

Tf would have it ) one, that of all others was 

c the moſt mortal hater of the Arrians. 

of Tjidore avd Merlin dote ſo exceeding- 
bly, as to make this Ulurper a Pope, and to 

, record his Decrees as [awful Canons. 

, | Aftera little time Z7berims was refto- 

af red, but on very baſe and diſhonourable 

v.f terms, as Be//armine himſelf teſtifieth out pell, de 
e 

f 


of S. frierom, and Athaxaſizs. He faint- Rim. Penr. 
es . ib. 4.Caf»J 
ed in his Perfecution, and was reſtored paron. 4. 
* | by an Arrian Emperour, apox his Sub- Chiift.357. 
4. 5 ; Liberil 6, 
ſcription to the Heretical Pravity. Afﬀter ,,,. ..* 
ff this he writeth more Decretals; and the 
) I Title of his Epiltle is in Iſidore thus, Epz- 
1 ' ftola Liberi Pape, nt mullus pro Perſecu> 
"| tionibus dam - 9 poteſtatems ſnam re- 
| linguat Eccleſicm. It is Nonſenſe , and 
"| falſe Latine ; but Bis about a thouſand Bfn. in vit. 
| and three hundred years after Liberizs Liberii.. 
his death, mendeth it thus; Epiſtela x17. 
Liberit Pape, ad omnes generaliter Epiſco- 
pos, ut nullus pro perſecutionibns dum du- 
rare poteſt ſmam reltnquat Eccleſtam : That 
| 70 
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20 man ſhuld forſake his Church, for per- 
lecution ſake, while he was able to bear it. 
By the Title i: ſhould bea compathtanate 
Letter : For if any one be wearied with 
pc r{eciition, as Liberizs was, by a tacit 
intimation, it ſeemeth to permit him toſÞ##: 
renounce the Faith, as Liberins did - forfpr 
Bellarmine and Platina conſent to this, 4? 
E<''arm- that he ſubſcribed to the Arrian Creed, Þj «n 
19p'* only the one faith, hedid it in the exter-$th 
nal act, through fear ; and the other Sex- [ti 
7ens, that he thought, or coxſented with} © 
them in all. Platin. zz wit. Liberu. fin 
Damaſus bs Epiſtle to Paulinus Biſbopſ i 
of Antioch follows. I fear an Impoſture ;Þ vt 
Ikdore and 41erlin were not awaze there '* 
was no ſuch man - Their Followers arcf © 


| fain to mend it thus, Paulinus Biſhop offf © 
: Theſſalowida. As Binius , Labbe , &c. Il © 
vit4 Damaſs. P: 


Next the Epiſtle of Dawaſas to Hierom, 

Bin. N-t.in and Hierom's Anſwer , both confelicd toff ©? 
epiſee 3: Fe be a t orgery , there 1s az Epiſtle of Ste-J £ 
i Epift, phen the Archbiſhop, and of three Councils {\ 

pay: «4 ;x Atrica, toDamalus the Pope,concernineh C 

1 " thepriviledge of the Koman Chair.Doubt-|| i 
4 «ts the Biſbops in Africa were very zea-f Þ 
| lous for the previledge of the Rowan / 
Chair , ever lince the Oppreflion., and} \ 

Cheat of Zozimnus. The Title is ſome-1| < 

what 


what ſuſpitious : Beatifſamo Damino, & 
4poſtolico Culmini ſublatos., &c. Stephanus 
Archiepiſcopus Concilis Mauritanit, &*c. 
Ic Englith thus 5 To oxr- moſt bleſſed Lord, 
itYurd the Apoſtolical Top highly lifted up, 
oflihe Holy Father of Fathers, and the Su- 
"fl preme Brſhop over all Prelates , Stephen 
s, | Archbiſhop of the Council of Mauritania, 
|. ar2d all the Biſhops of the three Councils in 
r-$the Province of Atrica. Many men have 
;-J {tiled themielves Archbiſhops of Provin- 
by ces, but no man ( as I remember ) Archbi- 
ſnap of a Conncil, I here may be Archbi- 
pI [2ops in a Council, but not an Archbilhop 
4 of the Council. Three Conncils at once 
| 12 the ſame Province were never heard of : 
Oneand the ſame Letter ſent. from three 
Connczls isa ({trange thing : So1sa Letter 
lent in the name of one Archbiſhop, as 
Prefidlent of thre: Councils at a time. 
| Afﬀterthis we have 6 Epililes of Szrz- 
oj] cius,:.20t Anaſtaſius, 19 of Tunocent, 2 of 
| Zozimas, 3 of Boniface, with feveral An- 
; (wers: Among which there'ts mferted a 
of Conſtitution of Honorins the  Emperour 
| {ent to Bomifuce , That if there were two 
ifhaps of Rome made any more , they 
| ould be both driven out of the City: 
 Whica ſthews hew ſubject the Roman 
Chair is to Schtlines, and the Power that 
did 
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did of old bclong to the Emperour; 

There are other Epiltles of Celeſtine, 
Sixtus, Leo, Hilarins Simplicins Felix; 
Gelfins, anaſtaſias,Symmachus,Hormiſda, 
ec. the molt of which do much exceed 
our compaſs of the firſt 400 years, and 
are too late for our Cognizance - For 
ſmce the Forgery of Zozimms, much cre- 
dit is not to be given to the Roman Bt- 
fhops : Not astft one mans fault had bla- 
fted them all ; but he leads up the Van of 
Forgers, and they have all perli(ted in 


his Guilt, no one of them making ac- 


knowtedgmeht or reſtitution, and almoſt 


all of them gui'ty of the like , either by 
doing, or ſuffering. 

Among the reſt there is an Inſtrument, 
which the Collector calleth, Sacra Juſtin 
Imperatoris ad Hormiſdam Papam: The 
Sacred Writing of the Emperour Juſ#;- 
us to Hormiſda Pope. But the word 
POFE 1snot 1n the fuperſcription - The 
Letter it felf is, To the moſt Holy and bleſ: 
fed archbiſhop and Patriarch of the Vene. 
rable City of Rome, Hormiſda. Archbj- 
ſhop and Fatriarch we allow him ; but 
not that Typhzs wherewith the Fathers in 
the ſixth Council of Crthage charge Zo- 
LIMHS, that blaſphemons Title which John 
aiumed at Conftantinople, and S. Gre. 
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gory Ss Eds nh nit at Rowe. 
"This Letter of: ni the Emperout 
was written more wan 500 years after 
our Saviours Birth, yetI never faw true 
Record, in all that time, give a I itle fo 
high to the Biſhop of Home, But Juſtin 
wasa man of low Deſcent, a Swineherd 
at firſt, a Carpenter afterwards, then a 
Souldier of Fortune, and at laſt an Em- 
perour - He was. the more ſolicitous 
therefore tocomplement fo Mighty a Bi- 
ſhop with accurate expreſſion. 

Note well. Ifdore has Corventitg all 
the Canons of the {1xth Council of Car- 
thage , as too bitter and ſharp for the 
Popes Conſtitution. And ſo has Azerliz; 
though very fooliſhly: for in the begin- 
ning of the Book he hath a Preliminary 
Tract, called, 4 Annotation of Synods, 
the AF s whereof are contained in this books 
In which he giveth us this account - in 
the Aquitan Council, 18 Fathers-made 
24 Canons: in that of Neoceſaree, 16 F a- 
thers made 14 Canons : in that of Gargra, 
t6 Fathers made 21 Canons: in that of 
S$ardica, 60 Fathers made 21 Canons: in 
that of Antioch, 3o Fathers made 25 Ca- 
nons - in that of Laodicea, 22 Fathers 
made 59 Canons: in the Council of Car. 
thaee , 217 Fathers made 33 Canons. F 
FR had 
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| had along time:coveted a ſight of theſe. 
Canons, and finding them numbred in 
ſach aw Annotation of Synods , the AGFs 
whereof are contained in this book,, I was 
much comforted with hope of ſeeing 
them : But when I rurned to the place , I * 
found them not! Surely to flip out 33 
Canons at a time, made by more Fathers 
I than were in. all the other Councils put 
A WH. rogether, is a luſty Deleatwr- T here was 
A _ *never Deed of more importance imbe- 
zci!ed m the World. ” 

. The Nicene Council had 318 Fathers, 

that made 20 Canons : for what ſecret 
cauſe therefore he skippeth over the ac- 
count which he ought eſpecially to give 
of this,:is worth the enquiry. He men- | 
tions it by the by, and ſhutfes it off with- 
out an account, (perhaps) becauſe he 
was loath to fay , or unſay the ſtory of 
70 Canons in the Nicere Council. How- 
ever he dealeth fairly with us in this, that 
having noted Axrelius tohave been Pre- 
{ident in the fixth Council of Carthage, 
he confelicth, that 8. Auguſtine, Biſhop of 
Hipro, zs recorded to have been in that 
Cornnoil, in the Reign of Honortus, Ibid. 

£777ns, and all the Popiſh Compilers I 

could ever mect with betore, clipped oft 
that Council 112 the midit, without fo 
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nons, T was glad I had a fight of their 
number ere, though Lat of themſelves: 


and was confident, that however cruelly - 


the Pope dealt with .1are/izs Archbiſhop 
of Carthage, S. Ang. Bilhop of Hippo, and 
other holy Fathers, in cutting out their 
Tongues, I ſhould at laſt meet with them: 
And the Learned Jafte/as with much 
honeſty and honour has made us fati(- 
faction. 

We acknowledge ſome true Records 
among theſe Spyriozs Abominations: but 
a little poyſon ſpoileth the greateſt Meſs 
of the molt wholeſom Mcat ; much more 
duth a Bundle of Forgeries that over- 
poyſeth the true Records in f/ze and 
nurber. | 

The method which he uſeth 1n the 
mixture:of the Records and Forgeries 1s 
remarkable : For beginning with the 
Counterfeit Epiitles of Clement. Anacle- 
tas, Ec. he firſt ſeaſoneth the Readers 
ſpirit with Artificial Charms, and prepoſ- 
 Jeffeth him' with the high Authority of 
the Roman Patriarchs ; and after he has 
given hjm thoſe ſtrong Spells and Phit- 
tres, compoſed of Roman Drugs, permits 
him boldly to fee ſome true Antiquities, 
his eyes being dazled in the very Emtry, 
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ther SheGrre. 

Leſt the Tir@xre ſhould decay , he 
ref-rves ſome of the Forgeries till after- 
wards; that the true Records might be 


compaſied in with an Enchanted Circle; 


and the laſt Rel: of Antiquity go off as 
ſtreng as the firſt , and be as ſucceſsful as 
the prepoſſeſſzon. Thus he cometh down 
vith Forgeries to Melchiades; and then 
he breaketh ofi the Decretal Epiſtles, to 
make room for the Conncils , Carat 2 
w'th the Nicexe, under pretence of its 


Exccllency, and putting the Councils 


before it in time, after it m order. that he 
might get a fit occaſion to Introduce 
them here ; ſo running down m adifor- 
derly manner, from Ancyra tO Neoceſa- 
rea, Ganera, Sardica, Antioch, Laodicea, 


Conſtantinople, Epheſus, Chalcedon,among 


the Greeks, and then up again tothe Le- 
tine Canncils , many of which preceded 
divers of the other; as the firſt, ſecond. 
third, fourth, fifth, ſixth Council of C ar- 
zhoge. all which were before the Council 
of Corſt antinotle, Epheſus.and Chalcedon: 
F:ou the ſ-venth Council of Carthage, 
he runneth own to the thirteenth Coun- 
cil of Tolcdo, which happened long after 
Melchiades, Silveſter, Pope Mark Liberi- 
as, 
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Svwor LINES 
orgeries well, a ut us 
with them altogether. And remarkable 
it isalſo, thathe doth not give us the 
leaſt ſyllable of notice of any Fraud. a+ 
mong them : Nay, even Conſtaxtine's Do- 
xetion({et in the Front befoze the Nicexe, 
and in the midſt between the firſt Order 
of Counterfeits and the Conncils, paſ- 
ſeth with him filently and gravely for a 
true and ſacred en ,. which is of 
all other the moſt impudent Impaſlture. . 

| Let Baronine "nl what he will, it was 

zmpothble to: debauch all Antiquity and 
Learning with ſo much Zaboxr and Art, © 
without ſome” deep Courſe! and Deſign. 
What uſe Aferlir puts all theſe things to, 
and how much he was Approved in the 
Churchof Rome, you {ball ſec inthe next 

and how highly alſo he extolleth 

this Book of Forgenes.  \ \. 

How plainlybefathereth i it upon S.1fi- 
dore Biſhop of Hiſpalis, 1s manifeſt by the 
Corozis of the fir{t Part , wWherewit | h- 
endeth. | v4 

- Give thanks to cnabifiriens and leefucht 
ace, ac. Reader, that now thox beſt 
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_ ended at Paris.z #he year of our Lord15 3 oy . 


Tſp fed into one Volume, Bec: 
| 7 oqpraterfn The ft Edition 
of the Book itſelf, or Baronins his Telti- 


 mony? Old Merlin fathers it upon Jjidere 


before Barozixs was born , and all the 
World was made to believethe Biſhop 
on alirwas the;Author of it; T_ 
r ſhame, and tor a fhbift; they 

jerieeer Author. Now if. Ifedore were _— 
before the Booke was mph muſt needs 
be a Cheat;which, as * Merlin ſaith, honeſt 
Francis Regnault. the cunning Printer ;, 


which unuſual form of Conclading, 1nx 
OR of allaying,increaſeth the I 


CAP. VI. 
tVhat uſe Merlin azakes of Ilidore, and the 


Forgeries therein. How much be was 
epproved inthe Church of Rome. How 
ſome would have liidore the Bifhop to be 
4 « Merchant, others, @« Sinner. ' 


Ow falſe and fraudulent ſvever the 
Cotlection of Tbdore be, yetirs.Ti- 


tle 15 very Splendid, and' 1 its Authority 
Sacred in the Church of Rome. 
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Four En Ss . 


The NICENE , the EO 
POLITAN, the EFHESINE,, azd' 
| he CHALCEDONIANi::: - 


which $. Gregory the Great does Ir orfliip 
| and Reverence as the Four Coſpels. | 


T OM. I. 


Of 47 Provincial Councils alto; ee 
the Decrees of 69 POFES. 


From the APOSTLES axd their CA- 
NONS, to ZACHAARIAS. 
ISIDORE being the Anthor, 
. ALSO | 
The COLDEN BULL of CHARLTES IT. 


Emperonr , - concerning the EleFion of 


the KING of the ROMANS. 


TAKES: 
At Francis Regnault. 1835: 


All we ſhall obſerve npor this Tit'c, 
is this3 5 arent the Great did Worſhip 
H + ard 
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and R - ce the Four Generel Councils 
as the Foxr Goſpels, they were the more 
to'blame that added 5o Canons to one 


of them; and they much more , that 


ſtain them all wich the Neighbourhood, 
and Mixture of ſuch hateful Forgeries. 
 'But who con'd ſuſpect that ſo much 
Fraud could be Uſhered in with ſo fair 
a Frontifpiece? or ſo much Sordid Baſe- 
ne's varniſhed over with ſo much Magni. 
ficence! I have heard of a Thict that 
robbed in his Coach. aud a Biſhops Penrti- 
ficalibas ; of the German Princeſs, and of 
4: ahomet's Deve : But I vever heard of 
any thing like this, that a Patriarch 
ſhould trade with Apoltles, Fathers, Em- 
perours, Golden Bulls, Kings, and. Coun- 
c1!s . under the fair pretext of all rheſe, 
to Cheat the World of its Reiigion and 
Giory. _ A 

His Grandewr is rendered the more re- 
markable. and his Artifice redovbttd , by 
the Greatneſs of his Retinwe : Riculphus 
Archbiſhop of Mertz, Hincmarus Lan- 


dunernfis, BenediGus Levita, the Famous - 


T:idore, 2nd his fourſcore Biſhops, Tvo 


Cartonengs, Gratian, Merlin, Peter Crab, 


Lanrentixs Surins, Carranza, Nicolinns, 
Binius, Labbe, Cofjartins, the COLLEC- 
TIO REGIA, Staniſlans Hoſis,, Card1- 


al 
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nal Be/armine, Franciſcus Turrianus, Cc. 
Men that bring along with them Empe- 
 rours and Kings for Authority, as will 
appear in the Sequel : Men who think it 
lawful to Cheat 1nan Holy Cauſe ,, and to 
lye for the Churches Glory - Theſe 2ug- 
ment the Splendour of his Train. I heir 
Doctrine of Pious Frauds is not un- 
known: And if we may do evil that 
good may come, certainly no good, like 
the Exaltation of the Roman Church, 
can poſhibly be faund , wherewith to ju- 
{tifie a little evil. 

The Jeſnites Morals are well under- 
{tood : Upon their Principles to do evil, 
1s no evil, if good may cnſue.. Ferjury 1t 
ſe!f may be diſpenced with by the Au- 
thority of their Superiour. An 1llinvred 
Blind Obedience is the /#-z of their Fro- 
fellion. To equivocate and lye for the 


Church, that is, for the advancement of 


their Order, and the Popes benetit, is fo 


far from fin, that to murder Heretical 


Kings is not more Meritorious, 

It 1s a ſufficient Warrant, upon ſuch 
grounds, to James Merlin our prefent 
Author, that he was commanded to do 


what he did, by great and eminent Bi- 
ſhops in the Church of Aome- as: he 


ſheweth in kis Epiſtle Dedicatory, *o 


thei 


f®* 


©. 


the moſt Reverend Fathers in Chriſt, and 
his moſt excellent Lords, Stephen and 
Francis, ec. the one of which was Bi- 
_ ſhop of Paris, and the other an Eminent 
Prelate , who ordered all his work by 
their care, and made it publick by their 

own Authority. 25 
Conceiving nothing ( ſaith he ) more 
profitable for the Commonwealth, I have 
ot diſſembled to bring the Decrees of the 
' Sacred Councils and Orthodox Biſhops, 
which partly the bleſſed Ilidore ſowetime 
fence digeſted into one, partly you, moſt Re- 
verend Fathers, having confirmedthemwith 
your Leaden Seal , gave me to be publiſhed 
in one Volume: For every particular 
peareth ſo copiouſly and Catholickly bundled 
here, which is neceſſary for the conviGing 
of the Erronrs of mortal men, 'or for the 
reſtoring of the now almoſt ruined World, 
that every man may readily  frard wherewith 

to kill Heretichs and Herefies. 

The Proteltarts being grown ſo dange- 
rous, that they had almoſt ruined the 
Popifh World, by reforming the Church ; 
nething but this Aed#ſa's Head of Snakes 
and Forgerics was able to afiray them. 
The nakednefs of the Pontificians being 
diſcovered , they had no Retreat from 
the Light of the Goſpel, but to _ 
UBC 
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hy fd, faith Merlin, wherewith to kill 
Hereticks and Hereſies , to depreſs the 2 
prond, to weary the voluptuous , to bring =_ 
down the ambitions.to Fe the little Foxes 4 
that ſpoil the Vineyard of the Church. By 
the proud and ambitious, he meaneth 
Kings and Patriarchs, that will not ſub- 
mit to the Authority and Supremacy of 
the Roman Church; and by the little 
Foxes , fiich men as the Martyrs in the 
Reformed Churches; the driving away 

4 of which was the delign of the publica- 

{ tion. Thathe meanerh Kizgs and Patri- 
archs inthe former , you will ſce in the 
Concluſton. ] | 
Ant if any one ſhall hereafter endea- 1 
vorr to fray, and drive away theſe Mon- © 
ters from the Commonwealth, what can be 
moreexcel/cnt, ſaith he, than the ſtones of 
David, which this Jordan ſhall moſt copi- 
onfly afford £ If any one would ſatirfie the 
| defires of the Hungry , what is more ſweet 
and abundant thaw the Treaſures which 
this Ship brirgeth from the remoteſt Regi- 
ons? but if he de\res the path and ſplen- 
| dour of Truth, by which the clouds of Er- 
of ror ( with their Authors) may b:ſt be di- 
n{/pelled , and driven fur away; what is 
4 wore apparert than the Sentences of the 

Fathers, 
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The For- 


on 
the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


Fathers , which 
this Heap? For here, as out of « Meadow 
fall of all kind of Flowers, all things may 
be gathered with eaſe, that conduce to the 
profit of the Church, or the ſuppreſſamng of 
Vices, or the extineniſhing of Luſts. Here 
the moſt precious Pearl, if you dig a little, 
will ſtrait be found, &c. Here the Tyranny 
of Kings and Emperours, as it were with a 
Bit and Bridle, is reſtrained. Here the 
Luxury of Poves and Bifſiops is repreſſed - 
rl Princes differ . here peace ſtmcere is 

id - If Prelates contend avout the Pri- 
macy , here THE ANGEL CF THE 
GREAT COUNCIL aſc overs who 7s to 
be preferred above the reſidue, &Cc. 

Are not the Roman Wares (et ofi with 
advantage here? How exceedingly are 
theſe Medicines tor the Maladies of the 
Church: boaſted by theſe Holy Mounte. 
banks? The ſtones of David that kill 
Goliahb, the River that refreſheth the Ci= 
ty of God, the Food of Souls, the Ship, 
the very Argonant of the Church, that 
comes home laden with Treaſures from 
unknown Regions, are but mean expreſ- 
ſions 3 the Inſpirations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Pear] of Price , 4ngelus le 
Magni Concilii , the Angel of the Cove- 

nant 


hey, by the Inſpiration of | 
geries F1- zhe Holy Ghoſt, bave bronght together into | 


pain, ans wand a—_ 6a todd as two 


= my A fron aj find 


O MD of & mr 


». £ & x REIT F 
Va? ee +4 rf : 
i285, # pL i ns SS As he ys OL OO 7 OATS of IC. av LITE nt if REES he AS EE BE oe Sat Sa q _ - hy ne At Fond = 292-2." 
CO IE IS: os An OE So PISS EO CR a tes i ee RL ont bac Pn POL. © i ron PS. 
LT FD ING o CHAS 0s I Ls og Cs 6% 8 ET? OO EEG nn or ane Et Ek 0 HE N= of ol? or er IO 
CO IO SE ES het 2 WE ARE 4). ; ge% Tr rh E-5 Ns EE ar Rs 328 Rr £1 <8 AS Ro Fe a og 
7 : 4 wo 1h 2 , OLE ADE HERR 4 5 oo - IR DRE3S. 5 

I - & = Ys 

Fi FL r5 PLEEI 

P 7 


Wh To 
wi}! i py 4 Ws WE 


' | nantare hid here; and all (if webelieve 
this dreadful Blaſphemer) declaretor the 
Pope againſt all the Worid, Here 1s a Bit 
and Bridle for Kings and Emperours, a 
Rule for Patriarchs., and what not ? 

The Conncils, and true Records, we 
Reverence with all Honour due to An. 
tiquity : And for that very cauſe , we 
ſomuch the more abhor that admixture 
of Droſs and Clay, wherewith their 
Beauty is corrupted. Had we received 
the Councils fincerely from her, we 
ſhould have bleit the Tradition of the 
Church of Kome for her afliſtance there- 
in: But now ſhe loveth her ſelf more 
than her Children, and the Pope (which 
1s the Charch Virtual ) is ſo hard a Fa- 
ther, that he ſoweth Tares inſtead of 
Wheat, and giveth Stones inſtead of 
Bread, and for Eggs feedeth us with 
Scorpions: We abhor her practices, and 
think it-needful warily to examine, and 
conſider her Traditions 

What proviſions are made in Merlin's 
Iidore for repreiſling the Luxuries of 
Fopes and Biſhops, y on may pleaſe to ſee 
in ConStantines Donation , and the Epi- 
loens Brevis, In the one of which fo 
many Witnefles are required before a 
Biſhop be condemned ; and inthe other, 
Care 
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care is taken for the Pop. of the Clergy, 

evento the Aagnificernce of their £hooes, 
and the Capariſons of their Horſes. 

As Merlin, (who was a Doctor of Dis 


vinity of Great Account) ſo likewiſe all | 


the following ColleFors among the Pa- 
piſts, derive their Streams from this 7þ- 
dore , as their Fountain. And for this 
cauſe I was the more delirous to fee the 
Book, which is very ſcarce to be found ; 
and the more ſcarce, Ifuppoſe , becaufe 
if the Fountain be unknown , a greater 
Majeſty will accrue tou the Streams. The 
zookſellers-Shops attorded me none - 
but at laſt I met with two of them; the 
one with the Learned Dr, Barlow, Mar- 
garet Profeſſor, and Provoſt of Queens Col- 
| ledge 1n Oxford, the other in the Bodleian 
Library - The one was Printed at Col- 
lein, An.1530. The other at Paris before- 
mentioned. Either had all, and both af- 
firm ons Hzſpalenſts to be the Author. 
Th 


ough ſome afterwards are careful - 


to dittingutſh Tjdore Hiſpalexſis from 7j;> 


dore Mercator, The one failing , the o- 


' ther is obtruded as the Author of the 
Work : the latter Co/leFors unanimouſly 
leaving out Hiſpalex/is., and calling him 
only by the Name of Mercator. But 
how the Name of 1jdore Atercator ſhonld 
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[t is ſaid, that Eulogius. Biſhop of Cor- gjonaet, 
| duba heads Brother, whoſe Name walli- cap.s. 
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in. the World , I ſuppoſe, can 


dore, whaſe condition of Life Baniſhment, 


| whoſe Nation Spain, whoſe Trade was Mer- 


chandize: And that this Spaniſh Aler- 
chant fiying out of his Country, upon the 
account of Religion , choje rather to in- 
traſt this moſt precious Treaſure, which he 
had (aved from the Luſt of Barbarians, to 


| the care of the Germans, than to expoſe zt 


to the Rage of thoſe Waſters and Deſtroyers 


wherewith Spain mas at that time infeſted, 


as the Monks of Mentz ; at leaſt , who, 
xpor bis having ſojourned there , took oc- 
caſiox to pat his Name before the Book that 
was them tn their bands , would have the 
World really to believe. This is Blondel's 
conjecture, which he raifeth from the 


real exiſtence of ſuch an H#dore. Bur he 
| excuſeth himſelf tor conjeFuring barely 


in ſuch an affair, becauſe the Work is « 


| Work of Darkreſs, and they that didir, 
hated the Light, becaufe their. Deeds. 
| were evil: And the Patcher up of thoſe 


Epiſtles coming forth in the Vizor of ano- 


ther Name, inſuch a baftneſs a conjecture 


| may ſuffice, Let them that impoled the 


Name, 


Ya 
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Name, give us a Reaſon why they did it 


S | 


It 1snot incumbent on us to render an 


account of what other men are plealed 
without reaſon at any time to do. 

ISis not impoſſible, but a Knave, call- 
ed I6dore, might be ſent abroad with the 
Book, being pickt out on purpoſe ; 


' that the Famous Ijdore,Bilhop of Hiſpalzs, 


might be believed to be the Author. -He 
might come to Aertz, and {ojourn there 
under the notion of a Spariard, and give 
Riculphus , or the Monks, a-fight of the 
Book, as a rare ineſtimable Treaſure : 
For $inoz was let looſe, with as little Ar- 
tifice as this, to the Deſtruction of Troy. 
Thus, whence it-came really, could hard- 
ly be diſcovered ; and the. Thing too : 
would be the more admired, becauſe: it 
came from the fartheſt Regions, as Merlin 
ſpeaks, being faved ſo Miraculouſly from 
the hands of Barbarians, But where did 
this Traveller find it? this Merchant, of 


whom did. he receive it? For morally 


ſpeaking.it is impoſlible, that a Merchant 
ſhould be the Author of it ; eſpecially 
at that time, when the Records lay fcar- | 
tered perhaps in an hundred Libraries, 
and were all to be ſought. in ob{ure | 
Manuſcripts. An Aſs may beexpected to 
medale with an Harp , as ſoon as a Mer- | 
| | chant 
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chant with the Myſterious Records - 
the Church. How come Lay-men to be 
ſo Judicious? Had any Merchant ſo great 
a Skill as this imports? Ir 1s improbable 
fonrſcore Biſhops ſhould know it g much 
more that they ſhould urge him to do 


that, which their own Learning and Fun- 


tion fitted them to do far better - Yet 
Ifdore in his Preface writeth thus , Tox 
Eighty Biſhops, who urged me to begin and 
perfed this Work, ought to know, as ought 
all other Prieſts of the Lord alſo, that we 
have found more than thoſe 20 Chapters of 
the Nicewe Conncil, &c. It is a ſhame to 
the Church of AKome, that a Lay-man 
ſhould be the Fountain of all her Re- 
cords ; and that in very deed, the greater 
part of them ſhonld be in no Manuſcript 
nor Library in the World , being never 
ſcen, nor owed of, till Z#dore brought 
them out of Spaiz: That no man can 
tell what T{dore made the Book, which 
is now the Preſident, and the ſole Store- 


| houſe of all their Colleftions , 1s a little 


infamous, eſpecially ſince they believed 
of old unanimoutly, that the Bitaop tþ- 

dore of Hiſpalss was 1ts ancicat Author, 
Barowins when he had irrefragably di- 
ſproved him, puts nothing certain in his 
ſtead ; but having a Wolf by the ears; 
| 4nd 


4% 


and being willing to ſay ſomething, raiſes 


a duſt, and goes out in the Cloud. 
Faron.n Tn the ancient Manu{ripts, faith he, 
ai : oy we find this Iidore, the Collc&or of the 
4; ER enncils, lirnamed Mercator; as in thoſe 
which we have in our Library: but in the 
Trſcription of the Books lately Printed, he 
ponies Vicrcator, but Feccator , ac- 
cordino to the manncr of ome of the anti- 
ent Þ athbe rs, who for tiumilly | ake were 
wort to fapon ribe, and (ubſc ribe them- 
fetoes jo, - concerve it crept in iy a mi- 
jt. the. that Nie wator was written for Ce- 
eator= tot lince the Author of that Col- 
leF1677 reciting the General Councils in his 
PORE! p C97 Gat th with the fexth Ot is CUI» 
aent th.:t te lijoucd after the ftxth Council, 
and bifore tice ſeventh. 

VV; FIC \oCrrtie 1s nNere? He had be- 
for: Fatt i114: ditiCted the Collection 
for a Chat: rp yet he now gravely 
tionbles his Brains , to know what 1/- 
core this might be It1s a blind Thdore, 
that has Ictt no mark of his Life behind 
tim, bur only that which lies 1n this 
COU: crte' 'tPretaces 5 an /jp ore that C can 
no where c|tc be found, by the great An- 
 # /t 5 DB aronins. He ha no other help 
to know the time abou: which he hved, 
but the Preface : Whether Peccator , Or 

Alereator, 


Aercator, is but a ſupericial Cover 
ſie; whether any tjdore made the Book, 
is a deeper enquiry - The- old Manu- 
ſcripts of Baronius, arc Books of yelter- 
day, all written {ince the counterftei: Ie- 
dore was publiſhed. The variety thews, 
that the Fapiſts can reſt no where: And 
the liberty they take to aiter what they 
fee in a as they pleaſe, is an 
111 ſign of a large Conſc:ence , which ftu- 
dies not what 1s faithfully to be publiſh- 
ed, but convenrentiy. For becauſe the 
Name of Atercator- did ſmell to9 itrong 
of the Wares , leſt the World ihouid 
wonder how the Infcriprion of a Aier- 
chant (ſhould come out before the Coun- 
cils, they thought it fit to {tram the 
courtelie of a Letter, and (becauſe Pec- 
cator 1s an humble Name) to turn rhe 
Merchant into a Sinner. TI hat it was a 
Sinner, I dare betworn, and a ily Afer- 
chant too; lucky Names both of them 

but the laſt 1s capable of a fner Dretence. 
no Cheat being {o vigorous and unas 
voidable , as that of a penitent wet ping 
Sinner. The Pride of Rome comes cloa- 
thed in Humility, after the example of 
her Supreme Head, who itleth himiclf 
the Servant of Leo ants wivle he aſpires 
(by theſe very Records) to be the King 
of Kings: E 2 Lidere 


Fe 
wy 


idore = Merle Re boo of the 
firſt Collectors of the Councils among 
the Papiſts, 'T have taken the more liber- 
ty to be ſomewhat copious in them, that 
I may convemtently be more brict in per- 
uling the reſtdue. 


———— — — 
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Of Francis Turrian the Jeſmite: With 
what Art and Boldneſs he defendeth 
the Forgeries. 


Otwithſtanding all rhe weakneſs 
N and uncertainty of Ifdore, Francis 
Turrian, the Famous Jeluite, appears in 
its defence, about 40 years after the firſt 
publication of it by Merlin, The Cer- 
turiators of MMagdenburg having met with 
it, to his great dilpleature, he 1s fo Vali- 
ant, asnot only to maintain all the For- 
ocries therein contained , but the whole 
Body of Forgeries vented abroad by all 
the Colle@ors and Compilers following, 
till himſelf appeared. 

His Book 3s expretly formed againſt 
the Writers of the Cexturies, and is a 
ſufficient Evidence, that as ſoon as 1fdere 
came abroad by Dr. Aerlin's Labour, and 

_ the 
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the Biſhop of Paris Command, it was fift- 
© ed by the Proteſtants. 

It is dedicated to the moſt I/lnſirious 
and moſt Reverend D.D. Staniflaus Holtue, 
Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church , and 

| Brſhopof Collein. Printed by the Heirs 
of Jobz ©rintel, and approved by 4n- 
thority, An. Dom. 1573. | 

He defends all the Canons of the Apo. Yd. Tur- 
{tles which arc recounted by other Cof- "7 
 teFors. That you may know the Aettal 
of the Man, I will produce but two In- 
| ttances. 

The laſt of thoſe Canons:, which he 
maintaineth to be the Apoſtles , 1s this 
which followeth. 

i Libri ſunt Canonici, &Cc. Let theſe Can. 34. 

Books be Venerable and Holy to you all: 
T Cf the Old Teſtament, fue Books of Mo- 
ſes, Geneſts, Exodus, | eviticus , Num- 

bers, Deuteronomy ; oe of Jolhua the 
Sox of Nun, one of Judges, one of Ruth, 
four of Kings, two of Chronicles, Helter 
one, three of the Macchabccs, one of Job, 
owe Book of Plalmes, three of Solomon, 
F Proverbs, Ecclehtialtes, ad the Song of 

' Songs; ore of the 12 Prophets, one of 
Ifatah , oe of Jeremiah, oxe of Ezckicl, 
one of Daniel : And without, let your young 
men learn the Wiſdom of the Learned Sy- 
rach, "© 3 But 
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But of ours, hes; ir, of the New Teſta- 
ment, there are four Goſpels > Matthew, 


Mark. Luke, ad John + fourteex Epiſtles 


of Pau! , two Epiſtles of Peter , three of 


John, oze of James, one of Jude, two E= 
piſt les of Clement, and the Ordinations of 
Me C'cment, ſet fares in Eight Books to 
Jor Biſhope., which are nor to be publiſhed 
rtoall, tecauſe of the Myſieries contained 
in them; and FOE Ad s of our Apoſtles. 
This is the eighty fourth Canon, and 
in ſome Accounts the eighry fitth 5 w there 


you ſec the Fprſiles of Clement, anc Eight | 


Books of kis Ordinat tf. ons , Put into the 
Body of the Bible + As forthe ditierence 
of the Accounts, hc ſheweth you the way 
how to reconcile them. 

If this be one of the Apoſtles Canons, 
then” /exrent was an Apoſtle, or had A- 
polio'ical Fower ; But if it be a Forgery, 
then not only the Apoſtles Canons, but 
the very Text of the Holy Scriptures is 
interlined and forged by t ho fame. 

Hen arntains a'l the Decretal Fpiſites, 
anc d among the reit S. Clements: Witole 
Genuinc Fp iſtle to the Corinthians t\ 'Cy 


leave out, as making nothing to thur 


purpoſe : but fve $purions Ones they re- 


cord: the two firſt of them being W1It- 


tento S. James, and the [aſt to the Bre- 
Fhren 


thren dvelling weth Boar at "Jerwiklinn. 

[t is good ſport to ſee how like the ſhot 
of 2 great Gun, the DUilcovery of the 
Proteſtants comesin among them?” Their 
keennels in detecting the time of $ James 
his Death. (ſhatter< tr! © ixyncr{ and where- 
as before they were all united, they now 
fiy (c 'Y Q Tal VW ays, CVErY MAN uniting tor 
him{ſ if, as he is beſt able. 
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Baronigs diiltkes fach Arts cf uphoId- &k w: 


ing the Charch, nor as impious and un- 
lawful, but as inconvenient and pernict- v 
OUs. 
Old, but dares not attelt thems T/fedore, 
Merlin. Peter Crabbe.Nicolinmus. Carransza, 
and Sarius, Own them free! y without any 
ſcruple : For ſaying nothing of the 
Quarre], they lay them down amply as 
200d Records. BGinins, Labbe, and the 
ColleTio Regis, confeſs ſome oft them: to 
be falſc 5 and in particular, that S James 
was Yead {even vears betore S. Clement 


could write his tirtt Epiſtle ro him. And 
toſalve the ſore, they hay; thar it was not 
written tO James, but to $72220#, Who was 


alſo Biſhop of Jeruſalem , and Brotrer to 
gur Lord; and that the Name of James 
crept into the Title A72»dose, by Errour 
and Miſtake, for that of Simeon. But 


honelt Twrrian maintains plainjy , that 
I 4 S. Peter 


Bellarmine 3th: ms the Epiſtles to be. 
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S, Peter and S. Clement knew very well 
that S. James was dead before they wrote 
unto him ; yet nevertheleſs they did ve- 
ry wiſely, both S. Peter in ordering the 
Epiſtle, and S. Clement in writing it. 
And his Reaſons, as he bringeth the mat- 
ter about, are pretty ſpecious. 

For my part, I proteſt, that ſuch a 
High Piece of Impudence was to me 1n- 
credible : But that you may ſee the rare 
Abilities of a Jeſvite to argue well for 
the abſurdeſt Cauſe, turn to his Book, and 
read his Comment on S. Clement yo: 
Epiſtle, and there you ſhall ſce Fit and 
Folly equa] in their height - Wit in 
managing , but Folly in attempting lo 
mad a buſineſs, 

For the ſake of thoſe who are not able 
to read, or get the Book, I will give you 
a Glymple of his Demonſtrations. Firſt 
he obſcrveth, how Reaſon #t jeif compel- 
leth us, eſpecially being confirmed by ſo ma- 
ny and ſo great Teſtimonies of the_Anci- 
ents, to confeſi the Epiſtle to be $. Cle- 
ment's, whoſe it 75 reported tobe. He fo- 
phiſtically pretendeth here, that there 
were great Authortties of the Ancient 
Fathers extant to prove it : Whernce, faith 
he. it beganto be had in every mans hand, 
to be read by the Catholicks, to be put a- 
among 
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mong the Decretal Epiſtles, an 
and cited in Eccleſiaſtical Canſes and 


Judgments, The latter part of which 


Clauſe is true : For (as we betore obſer- 
ved) Gratiar, Two, and therelt of the 
Popes Minitters, have brought the De- 
cretals into the Body of the Canmon-Law, 
which maketh the matter more fatal and 
abominablc + for being really cited in 
their Eccleſtaſtical Courts, and uſed both 
in matters of Controveriie, and 1n caſes 
of Conſcience, they are forced either 
to detend them, or to pluck up their Cu- 


{toms by the very Roots ; and ſoturther - 


expole the Churclf of Kome to the ſhame 
of Levity or Fraud ; yet for this very 

cauſe, it 1s far more impious and wicked 

to retain them : $0 that not knowing 
which way is beſt , ſome of them Tetain 
them, and fome of them renounce them. 

But you mult wink at all this, and believe 
what Twrrianlays , for the Authority of 
the Roman Church ( which bath ſeated 
the Forgeries in the Chair of Judgment) 
is a greater Argnment, to them that be- 


heve her Infallible, than any one Do- 


ctor can bring againlt them : Neither 
was bleſſed Peter ignorant . when he com- 
wandecd to write to the Dead.nor Clement, 
ſaith he, when he wrote by the Cormmand- 


ment 5 
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ment; but that the Readers would pre- 
ſently ſee, the Fpiſtle to be written to 1990, 
whon all men knew to be dead before 
S. Perer ; they being about thereupon, to 
enquire diligently into the cauſe thereof, 
and ſeeking to find it : Nay, this was the 
deſign of the bleſjed Peter, and theremm he 
zmitated the Holy Scripture. W hether to 
counterfeit . or blaſpheme the Scriptures, 
be the worſe, I cannotrel] : bur ot this 
F am ſure, that they who think {.:ch cour- 
ſes lawful, ( as this faſtned on S. Peter, 
and the Holy Scripture here ) will tick 
at nothing which they take tor their ad- 
vantage. For that it ws lawful to 
connterfeit S. Jazres his Name , he pro- 
veth afterwards very largely ; and now 
he is grving the reafons of it; One in= 
tention waSto ſtir up a'l people to En. 
quiry 3 their admiration at fo ſtrange a 
thing, being very prone to make them 
diligent to learn the cauſe of it - Ano- 
ther was, that all Biſhops might {ce the 
more clearly , that they were taught in 
the perſon of James : For James being 
dead , and uncapable of receiving the 
inſtructicn, 1t 15 evident, that he was not 
intended thereby ; and therefore it muſt 
be for others in hts capacity, A third rea- 
ſon was the preventing of envy - for had 
d. Peter 
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S. Peter venehafed ( being our Saviours 
Vicar, and Head of the Church } to write 
to any Bithop alive, the Honour done 
unto that Biſhop had been ſo great, that. 
all the reſthad been tempted to maligne 
him fhrewdly for that advarrape : His 
intention was. (aith he, fo transfreure Ibid, 
theſe things in the perſon of James, after 

' the manner of the Holy Scripture ; and that 

| as well for other Biſhops as eſpecially thoſe 
that ſhould ſucceed him in the Church of 
Jerufalem , (whence the pr eaching of the 

| Copel began, according to the Propheſje of 
Haiah ) that they 119 t thus think with 
themſelves, If the Prince of the Apoſtles 
commanded Clement to write theſe things 

fo James the Brother of our lord. whom 
Feter, James a»d John did jirſr of all or- 
aain, "who now ce :ſed to be a Shepherd, and 
was rewarded with his Crown 3 he certain 

ly did not command him to write for his 
ſake, but for ns, to whom Solomon ſarth, 
Look, diligently to the face of thy Cattel, 
and conſider thy Herds Kc." Let this, 
ſaith he, be orc cauſe. of the Trad rhourati- 
07. onoter ſorteng perſon in this Epi- 
ſtle. Having noted how S. Paul transfer- 
red a cettain buſineſs on kimfcelf and 4- 
polos by a Figure , he concludeth thus : 
Why therefore may we 7:07 Ga that 

S. Peter 
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S. Peter for the ſame reaſon commanded 
Clement to trexsfer his Epiſtle concerning 
his Death and Dodrine, pertaining in com« 
mon to every Biſhop, by a Figure to S, James 
already dead? ft if he ſhould have com- | 
manded him to have written to Simon the # 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem,who ſucceeded S. James, 
or to any other , as to Mark the Biſhop of 
Alexandria, or Ananias of Antioch, or any 
other, he ſhould then perhaps ſeem to love 
him, or honour him, more than the reſt- 

ane? 

Much more he ſaith to this purpoſe but \ 

all madevain , with one ſmall obſervati- 

on: Whereas he pretends that Clement 
knew S. James to be dead , there is a fifth | 

Epiſtle written by the ſame Clement, To 

his moſt dearly beloved Brethren dwelling 

at Jeruſalem, together with his deareſt 

Brother James, his Fellow- Diſciple. Sothat | 

S. James after all, was {tilt thought to be | 

alive, by thoſe that transferred this Epi- 

{tle on S. Clement by a Figare. 

S. Peter's influence over the Biſhops of 
Jeruſalem , and our Lords Brother , was | 
thought a conſiderable Circumſtance tor > 
the Eſtabliſhment of the following | 
Popes: And till the Proteſtants difco- 
vered the Fraud, let Turrian ſay what he 
will , there was ſcarce a perſon in the 
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World, that thought not the Letter 
timed well enough for the purpoſe. 

And whereas he pretendeth /o many 
and ſo great Teltimonies of the Ancients, 
confeſſing the Epiſtle to be $. Clement's; 
he 15 not able, nor does he ſo much as atz 
tempt to name. one, from S. Clement 
downward, till this Spurions Ifdore , that 
affirmed any fuch matter. Howbeit , he 
quotes Origen, Theodoret, Gregory NaZian- 
Zex, &Cc. to prove the lawfulneſs of a 
Transfiguration , and makes great Oſten- 
tation of the Fathers, in ſhewing that 
S. Peter and S, Clement did witely 1n the 
buſineſs. 


CAF. VEIL 


Of Peter Crabbe's Tomes of the Council: - 
Wherein he agrees with, and wherein he 


differs from l[idore and Merlin. 


Eſides the Forgeries that are in Mer- 
biz and the Baſtard 1idore, Peter 
Crabbe, whoſe Tomes of the Councils 
were publiſhed eight years after the f-/# 
Edition of Merlin, publiſhed. more, of as 


great importance as the former 3 not o- 


mitting thoſe of Ifdore and Merlix, but 
recording 
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recording and venting them altogether, 

He pretends to give an account of all 
thoſe Councils that have been from. S.Pe- 
ter the Apoltle, dewa to the Times of 
Pope Jobn I. 

He wrote before Tarrias, as Carranza 
and Swrizs did, whom it 1s Tarrzaz's bu- 
{ineſs to defend. 

The End being propoſed before the 
Means, with wha deſign theſe Editions 
of the Councils are {0 carefully multipli- 

ed, we may conjecture by a Treatiſe that 

is ſet in the Front of them, concerning 

the Roman Primacy. Almolt all the Com- 

pilers, atter Peter Crabbe, having prefixed 

the ſame with one conſent betore their 
. Work, as the Aim of their enſuing La 
= 'bours. | | 

It is extant 1n Crab, Surins, Nicolings, 
Bimints, Labbe and Coſſartiaus, and the 
ColleFio Regra. Carranza bath it not nor 
Paul V. 

Paul V. in his own Work, publiſhed at 
Rome. Anno Dom. £608. touches the þ ar- 
geries but very ſparingly. It docgnot 
become the Majeſty of a Pope inhis own HK 
Name to utter them - It 1s moreover a 
thing of hazardous conſequence for hinz | 
to appear in Perſon in fuch a diſgracctul 
bulinel(s : It betits his Holineſs to aCt ra- 

the? 
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ther by Emiſlaries and Intertour Agents, 
as all great Statelmen and Polititians do, 
being unſeen themſelves in matters that 
reflect too mucn upon their ſafety : that 
Method (you know) 1s more {tately, as 
well as more Honourable and ſecure. Yet 
he approveth others at a diſtance, as his 
dear Son Severinzns Binius 12 particular, 
who dedicated all his Tomes to Pope 
Paul V. inthe year 1688, and has a parti- 
cular Letter of T hanks from Pope Panl 
himſelf, as a Badge of his Favour before 
the Work. Astor Carranza, he is bur 
an Abſtract, or brief Compendium. 

Thais Treatiſe of the Primacy, thus PUT 
before the Councils, containeth a Colle- 
ction of Teſtimonies our of Counterfeir 
Epiſtles of the Primitive Biſhops and 
Martyrsof Rowe , proving under the Ay- 
thorities of moſt Glorious Names, that 
the Holy Apoſtolical Church obtained the 
Pr imacy, not from the Apeſiles, but from 
our Lord himſelf: that it 1s the Head and 
Hinge of all the Churches ; That all Ap- 
peals are to be made thereunto ; the grea- 
ter caujes, and the contentions of Biſhops, 
being to be detcrmined only by the Apoſto- 
lical See: that ſhe is the Mother of all 
. Churches ;, and as the Son of God came to 
do the Will of his Father , ſo ought " Bi- 

ſnops 


ſhops and Þr 
Mother : that all the Members ought to 
follow the Head, which is the Church of 
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Rome : that the fir{t See cug't tobe judged 
by no man , neither by the Emperonr, nor- 
by Kings, nor by the People : that it was 
granted tothe Charchof Rome, by 2 ſon- 
gular priviledge, to opcn and ſhut the King- 
dom of Heaven to whom ſhe would : #hat 
none may Appeal'from her to any other : 
that the Apoſtolical See may without any 
Synod unbind thoſe whom a Synod or Conn- 
cil. hath unjuſily condemned. Of which 
Sentence ſhe 1s to be the Judge , whether 
it be juſt ; for ſhe may judge all,but none 
her: that the Church of Rome 5s the 
Foundation and Form of all the Churches; 
ſo that no Church hath its Eflence with- 
out that of Rome © that from ber all the 
Churches received their beginning. Do- 
Erines as true, as the Authorities by 
which they are confirmed ; and to ſay no 
more, as true as the laſt: For the Chris 
ſtian Churches received their beginni 
from Jeruſalem , before the Church of 
Romehad any Being. 

Confider it well, and you ſhall find 
this the removing of a zzcer ſtone of high- 
et importance , an Encroachment upon 
the Territories of other Patriarchs , an 
Uſurpation 


Ufſwpation of all Spiritual and Secular 
Power , to the fabverſion of Emperours, 

Kings and Councils. 
For if all are to obey her, as Jeſus 
- Chriſt did his Eternal Father; if it be 
granted to the Roman Church, by a {:n- 
gular Priviledge , to open and ſhut the 
Kingdom of Heaven to whom ſhe will 3 
if noKing, Emperour or Council , hath 
power to judge the Pope, while he hath 
power 'to judge all; Kings, Emperours 
and Councils are made Subject to him, 
and nothing can efcape the Sublimity of 

his Cogmzance. 

 Befides this Treatiſe of the Primacy, Pe- 
ter Crab has 34 new Canons of the Apoſtles 
more *than' Tfdore and Merlin - So that 
Antiquirtes are daily increaſing in the 
 ., Chrrchiof Rome, cand Records are hke 
Figs ,*ew ones come up 1nſtead of the 


7 -/ 
| * £<©3+ Fhe laſt of theſe Canons is that of 
| _ Clement, abuut the Caron of the Bible : 
7 a Forgery of more Scriptzres, added to 
I the former, in the names of the Apoltles ; 
' Cetended by honeft Turrian zealoufly , 
| and magnthicd by Nicolinus as the Coronis yig. cy 


- of the Apoſtles Canons. 

He has the Rowan Pontifical, a Trea- 
1 tiſe of the Lives of Popes, fitted exact- 
1 I " If 
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ly tothe Decretal Epiſtles, and accord- 
ingly, molt richly ftored wtth all kind of . 
Forgeries and Lyes. It is a zew Book Fa- 
thered upon Pope Damaſus 5 which 16- 
dore and Aerlin (I think; were ignorant 
of, for it is not in them; and I admire 
where he had it. It 1s the Text on which 
he commenteth , as a Great Record; he 
ulcth it as a great proot in doubtful mat- 
ters, and according to it the Methed of 
his Temes 1s ordered. You Will ſee more 
of it hereatter. 

He has the counterfeit Council of Si- 
meſja, anew Piece, which I find not in 
Merlin: Butl verily believe, he fcraped 
it up{ome where cl{c.and 'tis not Has own, 


*ris ſo full of nonſenſe : A Council ſit= 


ting in the year 3c3. and defining from 
that Text, Ex ore tuo juſtificaberis , & ex 
ore lug condemmaberis 5 that no Council 
can condemn a Pope,nor any other Pow- 
cr, but his own mouth : For becauſe our 
Saviour has ſaid, Out of thize own mouth 
thou ſhalt be juſtified , and out of thine ow 
mouth thou [halt be condemned 5 therefore 
no body can con.lemn the Pope but mm- 
{c!f along : for which purpole they re- 
peat the Text over and OVcr again, very 
tccbly and childilhly , cven unto nauſca- 
ting: And the example of Aarcellings is 

made 
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 tnade an inſtance in the caſe; who: being 
called to an Account for offering Incenſe 
toan Idol ; could not be condemned by 
this Council, and was therefore ( be- 
cauſe he was Pope ) humbly implored to 
condemn himfelf. * | 

It is a Council of great value, becauſe 
of the Preſident we have in 1t, how Scrip- 
tures may be applied to the Biſhop of 
Rome; and how places that m—_—_— all 
the Wor'd, muſt peculiarly be aſcribed to 
him alone : Howbeit Crab makes a fowre 
face on't, and 1s fain to premiſe this Pie- 
monition to the Reader. Eo 

By reaſon of the intollerable difference 
and corruption of the Copies, whereof the 
one was old an1 faulty, though written in 
the beſt Parchment and Chara@er ; the o- 
ther more old. but equally depraved ( as the 
Beholders might diſcern with their eyes |) 
fo far, that what they mean ſometimes can- 
not be underſtood , we have ſet both the 
Co pies, without changing a ſyllable of them. 
in twoColumns; ſetting the Letter A over 
the firſt, and C over the other: but the 
middle Column over: which B is placed, 
for its capaeity, or rather conje@ure , en- 
deavonrs as much as it 3s able, ta reconcile 
the other two jo very divers, and bring 
ther to ſome ſeifygrary of the 


' UNION THEOLOGRAL SEMINARY. 


wh oe 
<-> 
<> hi n 

"th 

I 

| : . 15,1 ett 

v . b - ONS EEK Oe, 
0 5 C oo WIT ”  T. * Ss EC ned WEI SAG I I ET I I oe 2 in be OT 
: NT nls : DEN OEE DO DOG, POE ge Pre HIeks Dots = COST A ERS 7, 8", hn IIS OO WR A OBO IE TE Pb nc 


I 5 Fd J p 
- * 


He does not tell you plainly , that he 
made the middle Copy ; but 'tis caſie to 
conceive it,»4ince he found but tro, and 
they were to tull of nonſenſe , that he 
added one , Which 1s the third, to recon- 
cile them. Yet Crabbe's Invention is now 
recoraed by the ColeFio Regia, and the 
two old ones, for their horrid 6arba- 
riſmes, are thrown out of the Councils, 
and (tor very ſhame) are calt away : for 
proceeding 1n his Apology, Crab a little 
after ſaith, Nemo ergo caput ſubſannando 
moveat , Cc, Let no man therefore wag 
his Llead in deriſien , who having either 
gotten more corre Exemplars , or being of 
a more Noble and clear apprehenſion, is a- 
ble to mend theſe « but rather let him pati- 
ently bear with what is done, and reduce 
it himſelf into better form. 

Thisis a ſufficient Light, wherein to 
fee the difimilitude between Forgcries 
and true Records - For whercas the x- 
doubted were made in great Councils of 
Holy Mun, and arc all of them clear and 
pare, and well-adviicd , full of Unifor- 
micy, Scule, Gravity, Mijeity, Smooth- 
nels, Oracr, Perſpicuity , Brevity, Elg+ 
quence and Verity; 1t 1s the common 
Fate of theſe Inſtruments which we ac- 
Cult as Forgeries , buing made In a Dark 
Agc, 


Age, by men not fo Learvied as the 

Church of Rome could deſire, (and ſomes 
times in a Corner by ſome lilly Monk ) 
to ſwarm with Abſauraities, Errours, Tau- 
to!ogles, Barbariſmes; to be ruce ard 
tedious, empty and incoherent, weak and 
'1mpertinent : yet ſome of them we con- 
fels to be more pure in Language, and 
better in ſenſe than others. 

This Council of $7zxeſ/a 15 more ridi- 
culous than it ts potfible well to 1m- 

Ine, betore you read and conlider it. 

He has the Counterfeit Fdid of tle 
Emperour Conſtantine for a good Record, 
It 1s more warily made than the other, 
and betrer Latine, but of Swinging Tm- 
portance: I is but a Deed of Gitt,where- 
in the firſt moſt Chriſtian Emperour 's 
made to give all the Glory of the We- 
ſtern Empire, with its Territories and 
Regalittes, to the Biſhop of Howe. We” 
{hall meet withit 1n others - for the Co!- E 
lectors of the Derretal 'Epiltics, all of 7 
ther, harp upon'this String molt ſtrange- « 3 
Iy. 

"Ad Pope Paul V. ſo Peuiter Crab has but 
20 Canons of the Nrcene Council; where- 
in he agrees with {{dore and Aerliz, and 
S- much trom ſome that follow him : 
Nay, he agrees and diſagrees with 7/dore 
K 3 ar 
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at once, in this very thing « He agrees 
with tþdore in his Book it ſelf, {on the 
Nicene Council ) bur diſagrees with him 


1n his Preface. 


But then he maketh amends for the 
Omſiſlion ; for he hath the Synodical E- 
piltle of the Nicene Council, a zew Re- 
cord, which I find not ia Ifdore , or in 
any before him : It is an humble Addrets 
of the Nicene Council to Pope Sylveſter, 
hefeeching his Holineſs to ratife their 
Decrees: To ſhew that no Council 1s of 
any value, unleſs it be approved by the 
Builhbop of Rome: And he has a Gracious 
Anſwer too by the ſame Pen, orl am 
ſorely deceived; for they are both alike 
ſo full of Barbariſmes and falſe Latines, 
that another Dunce can hardly be found 
like the firſt tv imitate them. In good 


earneſt, they are the moſt feculent Forge- 


Ties that ever ſaw. To ſpeak much in 


little, 1s, they are worſe than the S7zueſ/a 
Council. 

They are without Greek Copies, which 
Cwhere all the reſt is in Greek) is an cv1l 
lign - But as they are, you {hall have 


them, when we come to Birins, that the 


more Learned may judze of their Excel- 
lency. 

He has a Pſende-Catholickh Council at 

| _ Rome 
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| Rome under Pope Sylveſter, with the ſame 
E Premonition to the Reader, word for 


a _ word, which he ſet before the Sixneſa 
Council, Propter Exemplariorum intole- 
e * rabilem nimiamque & Diffrrentiam , & 
- * Deprarationem, &C. 


- # He has the other Forgeries of 1idore 
N Mercator ; and among the reſt , the Egz- 
S  Hogws brevis concerning the number of 


, * Witneſs. 
F-0 He defaces and ſuppreſſes the fixth 


f Conncit of Cartharze, as well as his Pre- 
C deceflor. 
S 4 What with blotting out , and putting 


n : in, he fo difgyizes the Face of Antiqut- 
e ; try, that unlcÞ it be to very clear eyes, 


, © thePrimitive Church appeareth not the 
& 3 fame. 

"HEE Yet are his Voluminons Tomes ded1- 
- _ cated fo the Invincible Emperour Charles 


n | V. being Printed in the year 1539. by 


a _ Peter Quintell. Cam Gratis & Pravilegio 

' tam Ciſario quart Kegio Collonie. That 
h is, 4t Collein by the conſent and Anthori- 
11 ty both of the King and Emperour, SO far 
e even Monarchs are deluded fometimes 


c + witha ſhew of Piety, and the Light of 
= Depraved and Corrnpted Learning. 
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CAP, IX. 


Of Carranza : his Epitome of the Decrees 
and Councils. He owneth the Forgeries. 


Arrarza, being but a ſhort Comper- 
dium , Was Frinted at Paris, Ars 
1564. to wit, very fitly, for the more ge- 
neral ſpreading of the corrupted Coun- 
c'ls : All the other Colle@ions being great 
Volumes, but this a little Informer , or 
Companion for the Focket. : 

It was dedi ated ro the Iiluſtrions Dic- 
g0 Hurtado Mendoza, Orator in the State 
of Venice, and his Imperial Majeſiies 
Vicegerent in the Holy Council of I rent. 

He lays down all the Apoſtles Canons 
for good Laws, even thc lalt it ſelf being 
not cxcepred ; and ſelects Decrees out of 
the Decretal Epiſtles for good and Catho- 
lick Canons. 

The Decretal Epiitles themſelves would 
be too long for fo ſhort a Compendium , 
and therefore he has not the Decrees 
themſelves, but Excerptions. 

He has the Pontifical of the Popes 
Lives, but more modeſty than to aſcribe 
It to Damaſus : It is a part of his Text 
hou ever. Þ 
He 


mig FO” 5 


i þ | { 


! © He has but 20 Canons of the Nicere b 
Council, and skippeth over the Council 
of Sinneſſd. . 
; = He omits the Fpilogws Brevis, but owns 
| © the Councilto whichit 1s annexed. 
' _ He followeah Iidore, and exceeds him 
| alittle, | 


88 
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TT, 0 CAP. X. 


7 of Surius his four Tomes, and how the 

Forgeries are by him deſended. He hath 

- þ the Reſcripts of Atticus and Cyrit, by 

e | which Pope Zozimus was condemned of 

Forgery in the ſixth Council of Car- 
thage, ET 


Aurextins Surins was a Monk of the 
Order of the Caribu{jans - He wrote 
- __ tour Tomes: He pretends to have all 
! the Antiquities of the Church at large, 

Il {| andto merdand reſtore the defects of the 
Ancient Manuſcripts. What their zvend. 
Ss _ 7ng and reſtoring 1s, you begin to dif- 
cern. He dedicates the whole Work to 

l Philip King of Spain, Sicily, and Neapo 
_. lis, &c, and ditecteth it in ancther Epi- 

l {tle to the moſt Anguſt and Invincible Em- 
zerour Charles V. It was Printed at Col- 
. len 
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tein by Geruvinus Galenius, 2nd the Heirs 
of John Quintell, 77: the year of oxr Lord 
oY | | 

He has the counterfeit Preface of 7j- 
dore Mercator, before deteCted ; The Trea- 
tiſe of the Primacy of the Roman Church, 
all the 84 Canoms of the Apoſtle , and the 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions ot Pope Clement 
(newly added to the Tomes of rhe Coun- 
cils) tor good Records; though 1ſdore 
Atercator , ſome of the Apoſtles Canons, 
and Clenent's Conſtitutions, are rejected 
by ſome of the beſt of his moſt able F ol. 
lowers, (as you ſhall fe hereafter : ) not 
I ſyappoſe upon mature deltberation , but 
neviable neceſlity. 

The Liber Pontificalis of Pope Dama- 
fas, that notorious Cheat, is the ground- 
work upon which he commenteth. Ir fo 
exaaly contaimeth the Lrves and Acts of 
the Biſhops of Reme, that when I firſt 
approached tt, F appretiended every Life 
ro have been recorded by fome perſon 
contemporary with the Pope, of which he 
was writing : forit nominates the time of 
their Seſhon to a Year, a Moneth, a 
Week, anda Day , from S. Peter down- 
ward : Which being done for no Epiſco. 
pal Chair beſide, it made the Ramar See 


teem of more Enrinent Concernment than 
the 
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the reſ1 hs Ge they very firſt ek _ 
ſuch a peculiar and extraordinary care | 
being no mean Indication of its High 
Exaltatton above all other Chairs , ehat 
were not for along time together ſo ac- 

curately regarded. But a little after, 1 
tound 2 ſhrewd fig 3 tor belide rhe cr- 
rours and contradictions noted betore, 
in the midſt of all this exactneſs , he mit- 
ſeth ſometimes» 3, 4,5, ©, 9 Years toges 
ther. This ſhall be proved hereatter, 
with more than we yet ſay, when we 
COMe tO Bznzas, 

He hasall the Decretal Epiſtles, and the 
Donation of Conſtantine tor good Re. 
cords. The Epiſtle of Mcelehiades concern- 
ing the Munificence of COLTRANE ; the 
Spurious Roman Council under Pope Syl- 
velter, with the Epilogss Brevis ; the Let 
ters between Athanatius and Pope Mark. 
concerning the number of the N:cene Ca- 
nons - Thoſe Letters telt us the Canons 
of the Nicene Council are 70. and yer he 
records but 2o of them 

The molt of thete Great Appearances 
are rejected afterwards, by Baronins, Bi- 
ninus, Labbe, and the ColleFis Revig. 

By good fortune he has the Heſoripts of 
Atticas, and S. Cyril, the Fatriarchs, con- 
cerning the tre Records of the Nrcexe 
Counci!, 


Council, ſent to the ſixth Council of 
Carthage, upon the occaſion of Zozimns 
before related. 

The Letter of that Council to Cele- 
ſtinethe Biſhop of Rowe concernivg that 
Controverlie. 

And a Scrap of the Council it felf : but 
he omits the Decrees. 

Did I follow them throughout all A. 
-ges, my work would be endleſs. We 
thould find much foul Play in following 
Councils and Records of the Church : 
but for ſeveral weighty Reaſons I have 
at preſent confined my ſelf within the 
compals of the firſt 400 years next after 
the Death of our Lord, whoſe Name is 
not to be mentioned without praiſe and 


lory. 
| * well: I go on thus, to obſerve 
Eo particularly what Forgeries every Col- 
leQor of the Councils owneth, and what 
Emperours,Kings,and Popes, therr Books 
are dedicated to; and what priviledge, 
in all the principal parts of the Popes 
uriſdiction , they come forth withal ; 
and eſpecially what a multitude of men 
have been encouraged to carry on this 
Deſign , that you might ſee the Conſpi- 
racy of the Members with the Head, and 
the general Guilt of that Church in ſo- 
Enormous 
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Enormous an Aﬀair. - | o which we mjght 
add the innumerable Armies of Leathed 
men that have cited them in that Church, 
and the Company of Captains that have 
defended them : But it had been better 

| for them that they had nevcr medled 
with the Proteſtant Objections, tor they 
have made the matter worſe than they 
found it, and bewraid t1emſelves in all 
their Anſwers; nay, they have made the 
Frauds more cminent and notorious , by 
diſturbing the Reader , while they give 
him Warning by their Notes, though the 
intent be to defend them. This I ſpeak 
eſpecially upon the laſt, from Bznius 
downward. 


CAP. XI. 


Of Nicolinus bis Tomes , and their Con- 
tents for the firſt 420 JEeAars. His Teſtz- 
mony concerning the [ixth Council of 


Carthage. 

Tcolinas is printed in five Volumes, 
| N S7xizV. Pont. Max. feliciſſemis Attz 
* ſpicris, as himſelf phraſcth it: [think he 

means, By the favourable Permiſſuon and 
Authority of Pepe Sixtus V. He CO 
is 


"Ed 5” IX COESWD, 
his Tomes tothe fame moſt Holy Lord Scx3 
tns, Exc. which were printed at Fexice, 
An. 15Ee5. 
Among other things in which I ſhould 
{av he 18 peculiar, had nor Aterlin m h1s 
Ihdore done the fame., he fers a counters 


teit Fpiftie of Aurelius : Archbifſhop of 


Carthage, !9 Damaſus the Pope, and the 
Popes Amiiver; inthe Front ot. his Work, 
The Epiitic requeltetia Copy of all che 
Decretals that wefemade by the Diſhops 
of Rome. trom S. Peter downwards, The 
Anfwer intimates a Copy . commanding 
him to preach and publiſh the fame. 

In bota thee ColleFors the Epiltles are 
diſplaced above ico ve wk out-of their 
dne order , meerly that they might face 
the Forgeries with the great Authorities 
of Arnrelins and Damnadjus, WHhRO were both 
dead 3<o or 400 vears betore the Conn- 
rerfeits were made - Howbcit, the Page- 
ant docs well to adorn the Scene : it en- 
rertains the Spectators as a fit Pre- 
iudium, to make the way more fair for 
thele wy, Unizey Maſquers. 

In the laſt of thele Epiſtles, the Coun- 
rerteit Decrecs are Fathered on the Holy 
Ghoſt, and whoſoever fpeaketh againlt 
them, 1s charged with Bleſphemy. 

Yct for al! tis, rhough the Epiſtles 
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Damaſus, and commanded | 
cd and publiſhed throughout the world, 
they were never heard of by the ſpace of 
760 ar Boo yearsafter their brit Authors, 
nor for 3co or 400 years after this Dama- 
1 ſas and Axrelins; though pretended to 
| be the Canons of the Holy Fathers, ſo 
Sacred, and ſo Divinely inſpired by the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 
 . Thisis that Dama/as upon whom the 
: Famous Pontifical is Fathered : He fate 
| in the Chair 42. 370. TheForgeries were 
unknown till about the year 800. 
\ This Axrelias is he who talted the Dez 
1 creesof Zozimns, and had experience of 
J their ſincerity, when he reſiſted the En- 
croachments of the Roman Chair. 

But to return to Nicolzmus 3 he has 1/- 
dore;s Preface, The Treatiſe conceruzng 
the Prinacy of the Roman Church , can- 
taining ſo many Teſtimonies out of for- 
ocd Biſhops, Martyrs, and Fathers: 44 
F the 4poltles Canons , of which he maketh 
 S.Clement's the Top and Corozis, conclu- 
= ding that Impious Counterfeit with this 
- affected phraſe, Coron:dis ipſorum Canoe 
: rum Apoſtolorum finis : The end of the Ca- 

: ronis of the Apoſtles Canons. 
Francis Tarrian 1s in fo much eſteem 
with 


to be preach- 
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with him ;- that he hath Eight Books of 


Clement's Conſtitutions, with Yarrian's 
Proem , and Explanatory Defences upon 
them. 

The Liber Pontificalis, drawn from the 
beginning like a Yeir of Lies, —__ 
rhe tedious length of 8oo years, infe 
ing all theſe Ages with Forgery : It is 
his Text in hke manner. 

He hasall the Decretal Epiſtles without 
Exception; the Comncil of Sinueſla , or 
condemmation of Pope Marcellinus , with 
the ſame Premonition you ſaw in Peter 
Crab tothe Reader; The Donation of the 
Emperour Conltantine , which by this 
time one would think to be a found and 
admirable Record, having ſo many Hands 
ſubſcribing 1t, and ſo many Pens rogers; 
Iramong the Conrcils, without the lea 
note of any dubiouſneſs Or blemiſh in it, 

He has threeſcore and eighteen Canons 


- 


Nicol-Epiſt of the Nicene Council, and profelleth 


Dedicat. 


ad Sixt/, 


himſelf to be the fir{t which added them 
thereunto: And he had them of 2 cer- 
tain man that brought fourſcore of them 
in Arabick to Alexanaria, as his Printy 
does witneſs tor him to the Reader. But 
ſurely had there been fo many, Pope Par! 
V. and all the Collectors before him, 
had not omitted them. 


Some 
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ſerve the turn; nor yet the old Seventy 
meritioned by Ifrdore , Atheneſiur, and 
Pope Ark : by which you may fee they 
arealways growing, and may come to'a 
Million, if the continuance of the World 
permit it, and their need require it- © 

Wharſay you? In good earneſt, me- 
thinks, the year 1585. 1s very late, for . 
the finding of. eight end fifty Canons of Nicol. 7 Þ 
the Nicene Conncil: That Council was at- 297+ £e96: 
|= ſembledinthe year 327. and madeits Ca- * J 
| nonsabove ore thoxſand and two hundred 
years before Nicolimms time > They were 


| rs befc 

+  "writteninGreek,, and theſe lay dormant 
4 *in Arabick, (o many Ages, no man can 
tell where. But the bleſſed Jeſuites, or 


: ONe of the ſame Soczety 5 luckily found Nico!. 7 
1 them the other day. OO pagy. Lefho. 
Here and there he has 4 true Record, "au 

and among' the reſt a piece of the fi=th 

Council of Carthage, though mangled 

too: where concerning the two Coun- 

terfeit, Canons of Pope Zozimws , he 3 

ſaith, The African Fathers not finding | - 

any ſach Canons as theſe, it: the Codes _ 

w ich they had of the Nicenc Council, 
L bath 
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both in Greek and Latine , promiſed that 
they woyld keep them only ſo lowg , as the 
time would be, that they might get the true | 
Copies out of Greece : Which when they | 
had been ſentfor , and were brought from {| 
Cyril of Alexatidria, and Atticus of Con- {| 
ſtantinople , they were found imperfe@, 
#s not containing but only thoſe 25 Ca- 
nons, which were extant alſo among the 
Latines; in which nothing is contained 
concerning Appeals to the Roman Biſhop : 
Nay, thoſe African Fathers from the fifth 
and ſixth of thoſe Canons gaitherirg the 
contrary = earneſity beſeech Celeſtine 
the Pope, th E ſucceeded Boniface, who was 
the Succeſſor of Lozimus , that he ſhould 
not admit Appeals: which (they fail) as 
it was moſt prudently and juſtly provided 
for bythe Nicene Council, jo they found . 
it in no Synod of the Fathers , that any 
<a 78*- ſhould be ſent from the ſide of his Holi- 
tere. eſ;, What Bouiface aud Celeſtine ar- 
ſwered, it is not certain: Acta enim 1lla 
va!de concifa ſunt , & muti}a, For thoſe 
Records are cut very ſhort , and maimed. 
and therefore the matter is the more ob- 
CRTC. 

Who maimed thoſe Records is worth 
the Enquiry  Some-Body that was con- | 
cerned 1n ther, and whole influence muſt 
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be exceeding great for the attempting of 
ſuch a thing, hath cz# thexe ſhort, that Re- 


| cords fo offtenftve and pernicious to him, _ 


might be mad: 82jcare. But as Thieves, by 
dropping ſome of the Goods by the way, 
are oftentimes detected, or Murderers 
by forg.rting the Knife behind them ; (6 
doth rheGreat and Jalt GOD infatuate. 
the Pope of Rome, againſt whom this - 


Council was afiembled, and mite his A. 
gents with blindneſs here; and at other 
times their heart faileth them, becauſe of”. 


Gwilt : ſo that not daring to make tho- 
row work with the Councils, they taulter, 
and are detected. 
Here is a rare caſe, all the Copies of 
the Nicene Conncil , throughout the 
World, were imperfe@ 1200 years age, 
both among the Greeks , and among the 
Latines , only thoſe at Rome were valid 
and Authentick. For the Councils of 


Carthage were reckoned among the La- 


tines , as you may fee by I6dore, and 
Aerliz , placing them in that number ,_ 


andthat jultly ; for the Africer Fathers 


that pertaincd to Carthage, Wrote in La- 
tine, asS, Auguſtine, Fulgentins, Tertulli- 
an, &c, They were Naturalized fo far, 
that Latize was almoſt their Mother- 
Fongue,as Juſte//us obſcrves out of S. Ave 

L 2 guſtine : 
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guſtine : and yet theſe that were Allied 


to the See of Rome lonear, wore at one 
with the Greeks in the Records contro= 
. verted - None were good at Carthage, 
Conſtantinople, Or Alexandria, &c. but 
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only thoſe which the Pope produced in ! 
his own Cauſe : Nor were any like his * 
upon the Face of the whole Earth be- | 
{1des. + Þ 

At firſt I admired to fee thoſe Canons 
of Carthage lo abruptly cut off by 8:#i= #| 
75 , WherelI happened firſt to miſs them : *? 


33 but when I afterwards found them , by 
4 the help of Juſtellns , I ſaw the'reafon > 
4 The Roman Biſhop was curbed ; though 
that of Azacharſis concerning Laws pro- 
ved true; Laws care like Spiders Webs, 
they detain Flies , but Hornets break z 
throuth them. 7 
Nicolinus having intimated the lame- 
neſs and obſcurity of the Narration, go- 
eth on thus : 1t zs probable that Celcltine 
wrote back ſharply , and would have the 
Appeals of Prieſts, from their own, to the 
* Y bordering Biſhops, and of Biſhops them- | 
= ſcloes to the Roman Chair eſtabliſhed and | 
; valid. The Pope would baveit fo, not- # 
withſtanding all contradiction: Foraſ- | / 
Nico'.:tid. ach as they were founded on Right and |; Y 
cnſiom, and upon the Niceng ', "ou 8 
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which were kept entire (it 7s credible) in 
the Roman See, as they were extant in 
the time of Mark. En 
| It is credible: Was ever ſuch Impu- 
; dence known before! They were not a- 
ble to urge one Argument why it ſhould 
be credible, and yet this credibility mult 
overthrow al! the Evidence in the whole 
World. 
But they were kept entire 72 the Ro- 
; man See, as they were extant in the time 
! of Mark, This fpoileth all ! for by re- 
' ferring you to Mark, he appeals to the 
Epiſtles of Athanaſius to Alark, and of 
Pope Mark to Athanaſius, concerning the 
mumber of the Nicene Canons. Which E- 
piſtles of A/ark and A4thanaſins, by invin- 
cible reaſons urged by Bizins, as well as 
the Authorities of Baronizs, Labbe, and 
the ColleF7s Regia, arc eviacently proved. 
ro be very F orgeries. | 
He gives you more of theſe audacious 
Gueſſes ; He ſays it 7s credible, that they 
were contained alſo among the Canons of 
Sardica which Celeftine ſert. it is proba- 
ble, untothem: But that the Afric. ns reſt- 
ed not ſatisfied, either becauſe they ſaſpe- 
| (Fed thoſe Canons to be corrupted, or for 
| ſome other canſe 5 it is ſhewn in the Epi- 
(ile of Boniface the H. ro Eulalius of Alex- 
> | a E3 - +. . anal 
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andria, concerning the Reconciliation of * 
Carthage, which happemed about toogears 
after. 
The more you ſtir this bofineſs, the 
more it {tinks, The Epiſtles made in the 
name of Exlalius and Bonifare , concern- 
ing th: Excommunication of the © barches 
of Africa for 100 years, palt down fo 
fair to Nicolznus ,, that he took them for 
good Records ; and doubtleſs he thought 
it well enough, that the African Fathers 
were Excommunicat<d for oppoling the 
Pores Opinion : So that the Quarrel roſe 
3 very high , or, what we before obferved 
3 was very true, theſe Epiſtles of Boziface 
| - and Ex/al;z#s were invented to colour the 
Popes Cauſe, and diſgrace the Fathers. 
Take 1t which way you pleafe, it ſmells 
11] : Baronizs and Be/armine had rather 
they iſh »uld be Counterfer's. 

, Hi: probabilzty about Cel:ſtine's ſending 
the Canons of Sardica tO Carthage fares 
Iittle better : Celeſtzze knew very well 
the Canons of Sardica would not do in 
that Counci] : N:rcolizms cannot produce 
one ſyllable in pPrcot, to make it proba- 
ble, that hc ſ{nt them thither 3, and his fly+ 
Ing to Sardica is in an evil hour; for it 

1s cppoled by 217 Brlhops, ſogreat, that |} 

they have frighted Rowe out of her Ex- 
communication, j 


\ no leſs than undred years ago, 
that zo Synod of the Fathers made any 
ſuch Canons. And if Sardica were no 
Synod , what will its Canons fignifie 2 
The Popes then Irving and concerned, 
never attempred ſo vain a ſhift, but po- 
litively affirmed and maintained ft] , 
that they were the Nicene Canons: only 
the Council of Sardzica 1s pretended of 
late, and ſome xew men, now the buſineſs 
is over, perſwade 0s they did all miſtake 
while the zzatter was in agitation, both 
at Rome and Carthage ; and that them- 
ſelves bave more clear and piercing judg- 
ments ( to ſee into a buſineſs fo far off 
better) than all the athers. = 
Admit thoſe Canons were made at 
Sardica, it was a groſs Errour to Father 
them upon the Nicewe Council : for the 
Authority of Serdice 15 not to be com- 
pared with that of Nice. Sardica was 
unknown to all the Council at Carthage. 
S. Auguſtine thought it an Arrian Council; 
as Binizs in his Notes upon it oblerveth : 
and Bel/armine puts it among thegpartly roll. de 
Reprobated. And that which induceth Concil. & 
me to believe thoſe Canons now extant pn : 
inthe name of Sardica to be forged, is, 
that they were firſt produced tn Zazimus 
— L4 his 
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hfs Counterfeit, andFathered upon Nzee. 
And there being a Conncit onte, it 1s 
now pretended : that there were two 
there; that theſe Baſtards diſowned at 
Nice. might have a Sanftuary ſomewhere, 
and find ſome Fathers, My conjecture 1s 
made conſiderable , becauſe the Carcns 
now Fathered upon Sardica are contrary 
to thoſe of Nice : And it is not probable, 
that two Catholick Corncils fo near, 
{hould ſo ſuddenly Decree things contra- 
ry to each other ; nor that the ſame Fa- 
zkers that were at Nice, when they came 
to Sardica, ſhould change their minds 
w:th the place. of their Sctlion. T hat 
thcre were no Canons of Sardica known 
til] the time of Drofius Fxignas, 1s very 
probable, becauſe they were not in the 
Code of the Univerſal Clnreh, nar in the 
African Code, tif! Dionyftus- Exigues pat 
them in 5 as Facobus Leſchaſſerins molt ex- 
cellently proveth. | 

Whether Dionyſins or Hadrian put 
them 1n, ts to me uncertain : But Hadrz- 
ax l. firft gave the Copy of Dionyſins to | 
the kmperour Charles, whence the old } 
Manuſcripts were tranſeribed , whichare | 
now extant in fevera] Libraries ; anG in 
which the Dedication of Pope Haudriar 
4s contained in Verſe, To his moſt Excel- 
ler.t 
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ters of the Verſes being put together, 
makethis Acroſtiek , EXCELL. FILIOg 
CARULO. REGI. HADRIANUS. PA- 
PA. The Vcrſcs are found inthe Copies 
yet extant of Dionyſins Exignme. | 

This ſhews that tome New I hing was 
put into the Book, and that Hidrian had 
a finger in it , which reached perhaps 
farther than the beginning. It the Book 
was asnew as the Acroſtick, Dioxyſius was 
far enough from beingits Aurhur, What 
Faith we are to have im the Papilts, when 
they tcIl us who were the Ancient Com- 
pilers of the Councils, you may lee by 
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Baronins, Who giving us an Account of Is vir. 


their Order, reckons #dore ( a known 
Counterfeit) for owe ; Donyſins Exiguus 
for the firſr, Ferdinandus Diaconus for 
the jecond,, Martinus Bracarenſts tor the 
_ third, Creſconizs tor the fu? and af- 
ter all theſe, Tfdore for the fiſt. As cer- 
tain-as Ifdore was a Colleftor of the 
Councils, fo certain 1s it that Dioxyſims 
was one, but turther certainty yet I can 
lee none. | 
Charles the Greet , perhaps having ne- 
ver ſcen the like before, was pleaſed with 
the Acroſtick; and the putting of his 
Name1n Capital Letters before the Conm- 
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ſweetly, while they deceive bloodily. 
Hadrian 1. knew well , what was a Gift 
fit for a Scholay, and a Pope of Rome. 

If I ſhoald produce but one paſſage 
which I found in. it, the matter would be 
more efteCtual - For after he has done 
with the Councils, he lays down the De- 
cretal Epiſtles of 13 Roman Biſhops, be- 
ginning with Syricizs, who lived in the 
year 325. In his Epiſtle to Himerizs,there 
15 this paſſage: Such is our Office, faith 
he, that it is not lawful for ws to be ſilent, 


for aus to diſſemble , upon whom a Zeal 


greater. than that of all others, of the Obri- 

ian Religion, is incumbent : We bear the 
burdens of all that are oppreſſed ; may ra- 
ther the bleſſed Apoſtle Peter beareth thew 
in us: who as wetruſt, proteFeth and de- 


fendeth us his Heirs in all the things of his 


Admini(trition. | 

Of GOD he faith nothing here, but 
his confidence is all-in Peter. There is 
not a ward like it in all Antiquity - and 
thoſe words protedeth and defendeth us, 
ſeem to relate to thoſe Jars that had been 


before between Hadriax, and Charles the 


King, or Emperour. 
Theſe obſervations carry me to believe 
what I met with in Dai/e, lince Dionyſius 
13 
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"js pome flow! wider my" fon 
ving ſearched mtothe k lance, | am 
further confirmed. : | 

About 74 years after the Council of paille pag, 
{ Chalcedon, Dionytius Exiguus, whom 45: 0% 
* webefore-mentioned, wade his colledion 


a 


at Rome, which is ſince Printed at Paris, 
' cum Privilegio Regis, ext of very Ancient : 
' MAlanmſcripts. Whoſoever ſhall but look di- 
* ligently into his colle@1on, ſhall find divers 
alterations init; one whereof IT ſhall in- 
o ſtance in , only to fhew bow Ancient this 
 JArtifice hath been among Chriſtiams. The 


laſt Canon of the Council of Laodicea, 
which is the 163 of the Greek Code of 
the Church Univerſal, forbidding to read 
in Churches any other Books than thoſe 
which are Canonical , etves ws withal a 
lone Catalogue of them. Dionyfius Exi- 
guus, although he hath indeed inſerted in 
his colleFioen, Num. 162. the beginning 8 
the ſaid Canon, which forbiddeth to read 
any other Books in the Churches , beſides 
the ſacred Volumes of the Old and New 
Tettament ; yet hath he whelly oxritted the 
Catalogue, or Lift of the faid Books : fear- 
ing, as I conceive, leſt the Tail of this Ca- 
talogue might ſcandalize the © hurch of 
Rome, e*c. A little after he ſaith, the 
Greek Code repreſents unto us vis cCa- 
PULIM 
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worrs of the firſt Conncil of Conltantino- 
ple. which are in like manner found both 
zx Balſamon, end ir Lanoras, and alſo 37: 
the Greek and Latine Edition of the Ge- 
xeral Councils, Printed at Rome. The 
three laſt of theſe do not appear at all in the 
Latine Code of Dionylius , though they 
ere very conſiderable ones, as to the buſj- 
neſs they relate to, which is the order of 
proceeding, in paſſing judgment npon Bi- 
ſhops accuſed, and in receiving ſach per- 
ſors, who forſaking their communion with 
Hereticks , deſire to be admitted into the 
Church. It is very hard to ſay, what ſhould 
move tbe ColleFor to Gueld this Council 
thus : But this T am very well aſſured of, 
that iz the | ons Canon, which is one of 
thoſe he hath omitted, and which treateth 
of judging of Biſhops accuſed, there is not 
the leaſt mention made of Appealing to 
Rome 3 nor of any Reſerved Caſes, where- 
init is not permitted to any, ſave only io 
the Pope, to judge a Biſhap : The power of 
hearing __ determining all ſuch matters 
being here wholly and abſelutely nferre? to 
the Provincial Synods, aud to their Dio- 
ceſans. 
Afiother inſtance which he hath is this, 
After the Canons of Conſtantinople, there 
fellow iz the Greek Code vitu Canons of 
. _ be 
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the General Comncil of Epheſus, ſet down 
allo both by Balſamon axd Zonoras , ind 
Printed with the AiFs of the [aid Council 


: of Epheſus, 7 the firſt Tome of the tio> 3 
: man Edition : but Dionylius Exiguus hath 4 
, | diſcarded them all, &c. Daille m his 2 
. 7 Treatiſeof the Right of the Fathers. Cap.4. 
e | Pag.45,46,47. : | 
| This being true, the Authority of D792 

; yfous is very ſmall, relating to the mat- 
| ter of the Council of Sardice. It any 


| man hath any thing to ſay againlt it, ler 

* + him, whenhe anſwereth this Charge of 
; ours, produce what he 1sable in Detence 
1 of Dzoryſes, as to the points whereof he 

* | ſtandsaccuſed by Dazlle; but we proceed 


to Nzcolimus. 


Be 7 


_— 


CAP.'XILI. 


Nicolinns hzs Epiſtle to Pope Sixtuas, His 
contempt of the Fathers. He beginneth 
to confeſs the Epiſtle of Melchiades to be 
dubious, if not altogether Spurions. He 
overthrows the Legend about Conltan- 
tines Donation, 


TF*Hat you may know the Gerins of 4 
_ the Manahttle better, how _—_ "2 
| ; c 
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Pope , and how little he'valued the An. 
thority of Councils and Fathers, I have 
thought it meet to;give you his Epiſtle; 
and. his Admosition tathe Reader, record- 
ed by him in the wordsfollowing. 


To our Moft Soveraign Lord , 
Sixtus V, High-Prieſt. | 


<Trfell out conveniently for me , Moft 
© Bleſſed'Father, in the Univerſal Joy of 
<©the Chriſtian World, 'for your Elevati- 
© onto the Sublimity of the Apoltleſhip, 
' ©rhat in ſo great a mulritude flowing 
<from every place to honour you, | al- 
©fo, among'the Oldeſt Servants of your 
© Holineſs, had ſomething -near-at-hand, 
* which 1s unworthy neither of the Ma. 
© {ty of your Name, or Authority ; and 
< yet very fit formy Occaſions to offer at 
* your feet, as ſuitable to the Office of 
©myGratitude and Veneration 'It is a 
Things put ©newW Edition of the Councils : for the 
into he '<remarkable addition of two 'Councils 
of Nice *©efpectally , the Nz-ene and the'Epbeſire, 
and Ephe- Enever publiſhed ſo-entire and full, as 


ſms Oy N1- c 
colinus, NOW. 


© For to whom may the Conncils 


*Curth, aided by'r ef] ir: t orey Fi 
<H. Choſt, according to'the ſeafonkb} 
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8 <rhan toher Chief Maſter , ro whom it 


* o 
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* vl a FRY F 
ficlty be Dedicated 


1, 


« of her Ship, 
Heaven to call and con- 
© firm them? eſpecially mm , who 1s (6 
<well verſed in all Scholaſtical Diſct- 


| © plines, and Ececlefiaſtical Hiſtory / 


©Thave uſed all diligence, according 
*to my weak ability, ſparing no-colt, 0. 
<mitrting no labonr ; the moft Cathobck 
*and Learned Divines of our Age, being 
© aſletmbled alſo from every Quarter, c- 
* ſpecially the moſt Excellent Father pg- 
© etirricus Bollarus , a Noble-Man of Ye- 
© ice, of the Order of Preachers, never 
*enough commended for his excellent 
* parts3 who by his Indaftry, Care, and 
©Learning , was a vaſt help both to me, 
and tothe Work. : 

* And that I may in one word fignifie 
© my ftudy and pains beſtowed thereup- 
*on, leſt I ſhonld ſeem to draw the Saw 


| © backward and forward too often apon 


* the fame Line, I have taken care to per- 
form, whatever could be done by one 
© man, and hea private perſon, that this 
* Edition might come forth from me, and 
© be. offered to: you, more Copious and 
<Muſtrions than any other Publications 
* hitherto {cat abroad + Inwhich 1 traſt, 

Ne 6 * that 
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« will diſcern ſome | yes mph 
© Wherefore I ſuppoſe I may. affirm ,. "that 
© nothing is pervertly-,,or too; conciſely 
* expreſt ; but all things molt rightly.and 
* clearly, as far as was poſlible, according 
* to their Primitive Candour. .. 
© This my Gift therefore, from which 
© men may receiveſogreat profit and be- 
© ncfit, fince both thoſe things that. bes 
* fore were wanting, and thoſe that have þ 
© bitherto been diſperſed, may be had. to- | 
* gether ip it; and this Work of mine; | 
- not of leſs colt in Printing ( the. great | 
* expences of which may calily,be proved | 


* by the magnitudeof the Volume) than | 


© labour: to which I was not fo. much 
" preſent, as preſiding ; earneſtly, .defi- 
* ring thatit ſhould come forth —_ free 
© from Errour and Faults, for the benefit | 
© of the Studious, I doubt not but ac- 
* cording to your Humanity, you will 
* accept it with a willing mind, as ſome 
* kind of Token of my will to ſerve you ; 
*even as I delire with all my Soul, and 
* hu:nbly pray , that your Holineſs may 
* receive it. In the mcantime,, Holy Fa-f 
* ther, I delire that all things may fall out 
© proſperoully to your Blciledne(s:; And} 
*1 pray, that you may long. be peyeyyed 
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© in health, and more plentifully adorned 

<with Heavenly Gifts, for the good of 
the whole Church. Yeatce vi. Kal. 

© 0&ob; M. D. LXXXV. 

Here you ſee one of the Popes Old 
Servants laying down all the Councils 
* athis Holineſs Feet, boalting of 2ditt- 
| 2 onstothe Nicene and Epheſine Councils, 
- } never before publiſhed; aſcribing the 
2 | Councils to the Inſpiration of the Holy 
| Ghoſt; and yet adding, for the good of 
- | the Romar Church, eight and fifty Ca- 
5 } nons to the moſt glorious of them ail, 
t } aſcribing the power of calling and con - 
17 firming Councils, tothe Pope , ſparing 
nj no coſt (though he draws the Saw too 
hf often upon that point, whach as 1f he 
- | were enchanted, he cannot leave, 
e | throughout all the Epiſtle ) athited, as 
it} himſelf confeſleth, with a conftuence of 
:- | the beſt Popiſh Divines, permitted to 
Il} come forthunder the Popes Noſe, with 
ef} all theſe Abominations. By which you 
1:1 may perceive, it 1s not the work of a 
dj} private Dottor , but the Difeaſe of the 
ayfj Church of Rome. 

- His Typographus Lefori. 

His contempt of the Fathers appears 
n lus Prizter to the Reader: for by one 
of Tarrian's Transfreurations, he Covers 

+ I that 


< Rn Hs jo $ 
: ENNIS 4 Ce SET or Ld. Rt, 
WY "'Y "i bY. PEI CI ON Wee ws FA 7s An Way 2G, ” CEOEY 
in 2 3D be tet Er RS nos ITE WS 4 n 
. - AS ans 3 WE 
Wy Pg Eo Rat | 


x 5 0 CEE REED CCR ar b4her de £ - SETS Aon AT EL 
$ hex noo Fog Oo ERS, re, LE LSL W. x ON OE ALI PLES 
REIIESSD IS eo NT Res Dot. Ee IEC 
Wn; EI 3 Ne: HIEES INE DE Ke TE TS 
s Ra . 5 _ 6 & BY 42, 7: 94” * 7 & "wy 
bali. + 
s _ 4 


that A/monition with the Printers Name, 
though too Learned for any Printer, and 
evident enough to be his oww: for he 
there unfoldeth the matter. order and uſe 
of the Wark, far above a Printers 
reach; and eſpecially notes its Corre@z- 
ons and Emendationsto us : which he re- 
duceth to four Heads. 

I. To the obſervation of the time where- 
in Councils were held, and under what 
Pope, Whereupon we note, the manner 
of ordering the Councils wader ſuch and 
{uch a Pope, ſcemeth a new thing : Nico» 
linus elle arrogates too much tohimſelf, 
in aſcribing this to his own Iavcntiqn. 
Certainly the cultom of computing times 
by the Popes Lives, isof no long iranding, 
but an Artifce lately taken up by his 
Flattercrs , :t9 dazle the eyes of their 
Readers; for it adds much to the Splen= 
dour of the Chair, to fee Kings and 
Councils marihalled under the Reage, as 
it were, ot this, and that, and the other 
Pope, down from S. Clement , through- 
out all Ages. But from the beginning it 
was not 10. 

2. To the truth of Hiſtory and Ad ions : 
As when various Authors are often cited, 
either for the confirmation of Sentences, 
&r lo {iow the variety that is among Wri- | 
ters, 
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ters, or to reprebend ſome fallity, £uod 
enterdam , parce tamen, & timide feci- 
z#us. In his Dedieatory Epiltle he rold 
the Pope, that he did nothing perverfty, 
but all things moſt rightly and clearly, as 


far as was poſſible , according to their Pri- 


mitive Candoaur : As you ſee before. Bit 
here he confelicth, the buſtneſs of repic= 
ving fallhoods to be a tender work, 


Which hewent about with great caution 


and trembling. Some he detected , bur 
timerenuſiy and ſparingly : he duriſt not 
meddle with them all. 

3. To the confutation of ſome contuma- 
ctons and rebelirons perſons; who lay bold 
on the lighteſt yen 5s , and oftentimes 
wreſt the plaineſt matters, to the diſgrace 
of the H. Roman Church, As when from 4 


fhrght contention of the African Fathers, 


aboxt Appeals to the Church of Rome, they 


foreibly corciude againſt the very trath of 


the Atts, and the Faith of the liaſtorythat 
thoſe Fathers did not achnow edge. bat re- 


Fuſe its Primacy over ther. In the Body 


at his Tomes, he citetii tne Epiltles of 
Boniface and Ewlalins , as 200d Records, 
teltifying the Excommunication of all 
the Atrican Churches by the Pope; yet 
here he calleth it a light contention : 
tirnlelt wreſteth the plaineſt matters for- 
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cibly amt {> eo fery truth of the Adts, 


and” charget! the fault on the Protez. 


ſtants - For in this very place he pretend= 
eth that the African Fathers did not re- 
fuſe the Primacy of Rome, but acknows 
ledge its Supremacy, or its Primacy over 
them, Yet is all this but a Copy of his 
countenance, a common flouriſh in the 
Frontiſpiece of their work - For it they 
ſubmitted to the Popes Primacy over 
them, why ſhonld they be Excommunica- 
ted? He knows well enough , when we 
come cloſ\c to the matter, that theſe Re- 


bellions Proteſtants, and thoſe Catholick 
Fathers, wereof the ſame judgment, and 


acted the fame thing. By way of provt- 
ſion therefore he addeth, that #h7s was far 


from the mind of thoſe Fathers; but if 


they had conceived ſo, it would: have re- 
prdirer 3: their Infamy, and not at all 


have tended to the leſſeming of the Supreme 


Authority of the Roman Church, ordained 
anc eft «bliſhed by God. 

Two ndtrel and ſeventecn Biſhops 
Iman arcler:t approved Council,cven the 
frxti Council of Carthage , proteſted a. 
£2: 'nlt the Popes Supreme Authority , to 
ther je erpetual Inf..n vey : 45 Nicolinus would 


have G for ihould all the B i{Nops mm the L. 


Wer. joyn together , they w ould but 
daſh 
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daſh themſelves Toned that A Roc oy and do 
things zo their Infamy, ang there's anend. 
This 1s, the value which Papilts have for 
the Councils and Fathers , when they 
{tand in their way : And this Impudence 
Comes abroad by the conſent of Nicol;- 
2s, and the r20pe, without Fluſhing, _ 
; His forrth Head is Addition. His Þ- 
# mendations :rc riferred Lofily t9 Additi-. 
on ,, either by making thoſe things perfect 
and CA tire. that ! U cfare wWrz7e per YT ec and 
manned: a: Whie Yor 2C wu/0ar and raked 


; Ca701s of the Nie it C5; CEMCEE all F#1 & 
| Ads of that Conn: 17 pat together, out 
| of a Greek, Book, 1114 V atieal, 47 averted, 

into Latine Ly : oi - 1anus a Te 


* | ſuite; and 0/7 Fre Carons turned into 
F | Latine ont of an Arabick took vrougtt to 
Alexand:1a by azother man of the [une 
Soctety. 

[ once tnought a certain man had had. 
tae Book at Alexandria bi.t now It 
| feems a Jeluite, brought it thither. He 
s | doesnot tell you who, nor from whence. 
e | Jeluitesarethe Fopes Jawizaries, and fit 
- | to beſo imploycd: And the Vatican is 
o | an admirable Storchouſe doubtleſs for 
d | the Greek too, a very Fit of Witnettes 
e | tor the Popes Supremacy. As if Perkzu 
t # Warbeck (ſhould have brought Evidences 
1 | M3 out 


_— 
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out of his own Cloſer to prove himſelf 
' King of England. Ifno body bur he muſt 
be believed, the vericſt Chear in the 
World mu't aceds prevail. Greek: and 
Arebick are ſtrange amuſements : clſz a 
Book out of the Yatica;z. in its Malters 
Own Caule 3 or 4nother man \vithour a 
name, that browebt an Arabick Book to A- : 
l=zxandria, with fourſcore Canons of the 
Nicene Council 7z zt, would ſcarccly ve 
regarded againſt the Evidence of the 
vhole World ; eſpecially 1na matter fo 
upheld by Forgeries. 

Two things there are wherein he ad- 
ventures to bea little cordial ; Licet par- 
ce & tzmide : though ſeldom , and with - 
Jear. 

1. Whereas T/dore, and Aferlin , and 
Peter Crab, and Surins, %c. havethe E- 
piſtle of Aelchzades without any Noteof 
its dubionſneſs,, he confeſle:h it can be 
none of Alelchiades , becauſe mention. is 
#144e therein of the Nicene Council), and 
of other things that were done after Ne}- 
ciiades Death. 

2. Whereas Binms lays a Dreadful Re- 
proach upon Conſtantine, the hrit moft 
Exccilent Chriſtian Emperour , as if af- 
ter a] iis Ciorious Acts done for the 
Church and State of Cbriffendow. he were 
an 


an Apoſtate, a Murderer, a Tyrant,a Per- 
ecntor, a Parracide, ſmitten with Lepro. 
fie for notorious Crimes, for killing Z7- 
crmring unjuſtly, and his own Son "rifpus - 
Andall, that he might uphold the Conr- 
terfeit Donation, Nicolinns begins the 
firſt Book of the AGFs preceding the Nicene 
' Conneil, ( tranſlated out of an Ancient 
Greek Book inthe Vatican) thus, 
DeGeſtis poſt Sublatum impium Licini- 
um, £ de Imperio Regis Contcan- 
tini, &» d2 Pace Bccleſtarum Dez. 
* Conſtantine, when be had conquerec| 
* his Enemies, thewing himte!f an Empe- 
_ frourby the Wiſdom given tim of God, 
*rook care to better the Afairs of rhe 
* Chriſtians day by dav , more and more. 
*And this hedid feveral! ways, having a 
* moft flaming Faith . and tarthtul Fiety 
* towards the God of all : And the whole 
* Church under Heaven lived in pro- 
* found peace. Now let ughear what Ex- 
* ſebins, that molt excellent Husbandman 
*of the Churches Agriculture, {trnamed 
* from the moſt Famous Pamphilns, lneake 
*©eth here. In his tenth Book he faith , 
* What Licinins law long ago to betail 
* wicked Tyrants with his eycs, he now 
*{uffered himſelf, like to them; and that 
* deſervedly : for he would ncither re- 
M 4 Foes 
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© ceive: Diſcipline, nor be Oaiftce at 
*any time to learn wifdom by the puniſh- 
© ment of his Ncighbors, &c.But Conſtaz- 
* tine the Conqueror being adorned with 
© all kind of Fiety , together with his Son 
* Criſpus, the Emperour beloved of God, 
*and 1n all things like his Father, rediu- 
*ced all the Faſt into his Power, and 
* brought the Empire of the Romans into 
© one, as1t had been of old, and obtain- 
* ed an Univerſal Kingdom, from the rt- 
© ling of the Sun, to the utmoſt borders 
© of the IVeſt, and to both the other Re- 
© z1onsof the Northand South, in pertect 
© peace: Then the fear of Tyranny where- 
with men were before oppretied , was 
eutterly taken away from the lite of 
© men 3 then trequent Afſtemblies were 
© held, and Feltivaſs kept; then all things 
© abounded with gladrels and joy 5 then 
© they that were "before of - dejcited 
© countcnancgy and ſorrowtul, looked 
<with a pleaſan face, and with joyful 
*cycs; then with Dances and Hymns, 
<throvohout ali Cities and Fields, they 
proclaim cd firſt, that God v as truly 
"God, and the Higheſt King of all: 
© DEXF. "hey magnitied the Emperour and 
* i, Children , mot dear unto God. 
* Fixer rchere was no remembrance of the 
* former 


; former evils 5 2. Wn tl Tglr® was for- 
- gotten/z 3then there was a ſweet: enjoy- 
* ment-of [preſent goods, and a joyful 
' expeftation of future; Then firu.y, 
' not only the Decrees of the Emper. ur, 
* the molt 1luftrious Conquerovr, $1 of 

: * Humanity and Clemer.cy , buc E's Lews 
*aifo glorious in Magviecerce , and 

* fraught with Tokens of true Picty,v* 
*publiſhed 1 inall places - So the 4; UlUicut 
* dPct of ail Tyranny being purgcc away, 
* and whol! 'Y blotted out, Conſt as, tine a- 

* lone, and his Children, thenceforth PO 

 ſelled the Helm of the Empire, which 

* by Right pertained to tEem 3 1t being: 
* made ſecure by his Authority and Go- 
* vernment , and freed from all envy and 

* fear, Hithcrto Eaſebius Pamphilus , of 

*all Eccleſiaſtical Writers moſt worthy of 

© belicf. = en 

Thus their own Record inthe Yaticar 
juſtzfieth Euſebins : and thus N:zcolinus 


_ produceth it . who alſo defendeth Fuſe- 


bius, though himſcit holdeth the Dona- 
tion of Conſtantine firm; not CES 
how that Hiltory overtbroweth the lame. 
But Bizizs Who (aw the inconlittence bet- 
ter, crys out of Exſchins for a Lyar, a 
Flatterer, an Arrian, becauſe he fandvim 


- in Thus ail of them, here and there, 


7 | {crve 


| weles, 

ſerve the Fathers : Fe or - Enſebins lived in 
the time of Corfiantine himielt, and was 
Honourable inhis eyes : He was Biſhop 
of Ceſarea-Cappadocia, and an mdividual 
Friend of Pamphilas the Martyr, a Father 
in the Nicene Council, and one of thoſe 
that diſputed there, in perſon, againſt 
Phedothe Arrian - As Binins alle him- 
felf recordeth in the Diſputation, extant 
in his Toes. But of ſuch Legends as this, 
and the Tragical Storv of C onſtantine, 
we have more than good tore in Popiſh 
Writers: As you may lee at large im 
Dr. Stilline fleet his Book of Fopje © Coun- 
terjeit Miracles. 


— 
—— 


CAP, XII 


The Fpiſtle - Pope Damaſus to Aurelius, 
Archbiſhop of Carthage . commnding 
him to take care, that the Derretals 0 
the Koman Biſhops be preached and pub- 
lifved abroad: Wherein the Forgeries of 
the Church of Rome are F athered 01: tie 
Holy Ghoſt. 


Amaſus , to his meſt Reverend Bro- 
ther, and Fellow-Biſhop Aurelius, 
we have received the Epiſtle of your Hol 
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| _ws BSCECD 0 
neſs with due Veneration + Wherein we un- 
derſtand how your Reverence and Prudence 
thirſfteth, as is fit, for the Apoſtolscal 
1 || Decrees. Concerning which Affair, we have 
r | ſewt ſore of thoſe which you deſired , and 
e || deſire to ſend more when you ſhall ſend 
t | nntous. Tet we have paſt by none of onr 
- | Predeceſſors , from the Death of Bleſſed 
t | i'cter, Prince of the Apoſiles , of "mboſe 
, | Decree: w# have not ſent ſomewhat to you 
| rnder our certain Seal by Ammonius the 
Ez Prieft , and Falix the Deacon : Which we 
1 | both deftre you to keep , and command to 
- | be preached and. publiſhed toothers; that 
| they may imvielably be kept with due Venc- 

ration of all, and invielably obſerved, and 
diligently reverenced by all future Ages. 

| Becauſe the voluntary Breakers of the 
Canons are heavily cenſured by the H. Fa- 

thers, and condemned by the H. Ghoſt , by 
| whoſeGift and Inſpiration they were diu- 


" | ted: Becanſe they do not unfitly ſeem to 
| blaſpheme the H. Ghoſt , who being not 


| compelled by any weceſſaty , but willingly 
(as was before faid) either do any thine 
| perverſly OF” preſume Fo ſpeak, againſt the 
ſame Holy Canons, or conſent to them that 
wil: forſuch a preſumption 1s mranifeſtly 
one kind of blaſpheming the H. Ghoſt « Be 
canſe (as was ever now promiſed) it aFeth 


againſt 


 ALoop- 
hole fcr 
the Popes: 


d. 
{XII 
Be 
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againſt bim , by whoſe grace and impulſe 
the ſame Holy Canons were ſet forth. But 
the wickedneſs of the Devil is wont to de- 
ceive many , and ſo doth very oftentimes 


delude the imprudence of ſome by a ſjmtili- 


tude of Piety, that he perſwadeth them to* 


take hurtful things for healthful. 

Therefore the Rule of H. Canons which 
are made by the Spirit of God, and conſe- 
crated by the Reverence of the whole World, 
is faithfully #o be known, and diligently to 
be handled by as; leſt by any means the 
Decrees of the H. Fathers ſhould without 
inevitable neceſſity (which God forbid) be 
tranjereſſed - but that we walking moſt 


faithfully in them , may by thear Merits, 


God aſſiſting, deſerve the glory of a reward, 
and the heap of our labour. 

Theſe therefore being rightly conſidered, 
and upon our deliberation brought to the 
knowledge of your Churches, it moſt highly 
becometh you to obey the Rnles of the ſame 
H, Canons , leſt the /ioth of ſome ſhould 
make them in any thing towalk contrary to 
them. But let your wiſe and wholeſome 
Do@Grine, which deſires you in all things to 
pleaſe God, ſhew them theſe faithf,l Fellow- 
workmen in their Thrones, the coheirs m4 
partakers of the Cele(tial Kinedom, Dated 
xv1. Kal. Jan, Gratian aud Cyricius being 
Conſuls. The 


0 *B*rheir Thrones, the coheirs and partakers of 


b 


; 
D, 


' The cloſe of the Epiſtle (if not clear 
nonſenſe) is very obſcure.” The meaning 
of it 1s , that Axrelizs ſhould ſhew men 
the Decreral Epiſtles of Element, Anacle- 


tus, &c. thoſe faithful Fellow-workmen in 


the Celeſtial Kingdom: , that are now in 
Heaven ; to the 1ntent they may obey 
them, and come to the ſame Etcrnal Glo- 
ry. A good'y deſign doubtleſs. But we 


| have acroſs Froverb, }”oe beto the Sheep, 


while thg Fox Preacheth, This piety in 
the Cloſe is bur the Sheep-skin to cover 
the Fox, who needs not more cunning in 
Preaching,-than concealing himſelf. We 
have a more ſacred ſaying, I the Pit 
which he made for others, is himſelf fallen, 
And it is not impertinent: for while he 
chargeth others with the unpardonable 
fin, him{clf blaſpherres the Holy G- oft. For 
to make the Holy Ghoſt the Father of 
Lies, is (Ithink)) to blaſpheme him. 
Damaſus, we confcls, never made the 


Epiſtle but that makes the matter 


worſe. Some other in Damaſus his Coat, 
is gutlty of this accurſed buſineſs; thar 
while he Fathers the Frauds, which him- 


{-If invented, on the H. Ghoſt, has not. 


7eHoranceto excuſe 5 but wakice tO coma 


demn him, And whether the Forgeries 
arc 
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are not ſo F Fathered ſtill « on the Holy 
Ghoſt, may be a proper Queſtion. b. 
mins , 1 think, was afraid of theſe Epi. 
{tles. 

Nicolinus 1n his Printer to the Reader, 
pretendeth an exact obſervation of thy * 
time, under what Pope things were done - 
but for once he varies the method ,, and 
ſets this in the Front of the F orgerics, to 
countenance all. ; 

He knows them perhaps to be whar | 
they are, yet clearly owns them. 

There 1s ſome Errour in the date of 
theſe Epiſtles ; an uſual Symptom of the 
Diſcaſe 1n ſach Infiruments. Inſtead of } 
the xVI. Kal. Jar. Nicolizus putteth it the 
x1. Some hidden reaton compels him, or 
he would never be fo nice : tor Cyricizy, 
S7ricius a ſmall miſtake : But the next 1s 

eater, for Gratian, Equitins. As if 
Damaſus the Pope could uot tell who | 
was Conſmu! at Rome when he wrote his 
Letter. 

I wonger at -Damaſus for one thing 

much; he tells us of the wickedneſs of 
the Devil, who deludes men with a ſhew of 
Piety , and forces in that exPrefiion of 
the Devils perſwading men to take hurt- | 
ful things for healthful lo atiectedly, that | 
i would make oneto think his Guilt put | 
him | 
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y | bi in memory of fuchalaying, Bur his 
;. | deſign in charging all that impugn them, 


i- | with the dreadful and unpardonable fin 
of blaſph.cming the Holy Ghoſt , -was 
more clearly to deter men from writing 
-or ſpeaking againlt theſe pretended Ca- 
nons, And perhaps he declaims againſt 
the wickedmeſs of others , that delude the 
o | inmrudence of ſome with a ſimilitude of 
Fiety; and ſo loudly inveigheth againit 
t | the Guilt of perſwading men to take hirt- 
| ful things for healthfil, to remove the 
f | ſuſpition from himſelf. W hatever tis, no 
e | man 1smore guilty ot the Fraud in the 
ft Þ World. | 
© You may note a contradiction in the 
r | Letter: The Canons of the H. Fathers, 
.. | and Biſhops of Kome , were conſecrated 
s | by the Reverence of the whole World , and 
fi yetupon Arrelizs his delire , were new 
1 
$ 


bronehs tothe knowledge of the Churches, 
and now fir{t ordered to be publiſhed and 
| preached, 

L They palt the deliberation of our pre- 
f} ſent Damaſas before they came abroad, 
f|| being rightly conſidered, and upon due de- 
ff /tberation brought to the knowledge of the 
- | Churches, Doubtlels they were well 
weighed,and what was molt agreeable to 
| the Komarn Chair was pickt out, and cho- 
| ſcnfor the purpoſe. CAP. 
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CAP, XIV. 


Counterfeit Canons of the Apoſtles defend- 
ed by Binius. A Glympſe of his Preten- 
ces, Sophiſtries, and ContradiGions. A 
Forged Cenncil of Apoſtles concerning 
Images, defended by Bintus and 'T ur- 


TIan, 


Everinus Birius , a late Collector of 

the Councils, 1s grown ſo famous, 
that his Voluminous '-Tomes have been 
Printed thrice ; he is approved by an E- 
piſtle oft Pope Pazl V. inferted among 
other Inſtruments before his Work, and 
ſo highly eſteemed, that he 1s exactly fol- 
lowed by Labbe and Cofjartins in 17 Vo- 
lumes , and taken in, word for word, b 


the COLLECTIO REGIA); lately pub- 


liſhed by the care of a King 1n 37 1 omes, | 


Thereafon why they tollow Binizs fo 
cx:Ctly , the ColleJio Regia giveth m 
ict words, ſet inext tothe litle-page 
Oz tne Book, for our better information, 
We thought fit to foilow the laſt colleFion 


of ihe Councils; put forth by Binius, and} 


zllu{irated with his Notes; and to Print 


it wholly, as that which of all others is 
ruſt richly ſtored, Whercia they haveſ. 
done ; 


ps I qa grrwd was I, mA 
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dime Binius As 5 great or 45 One can 
well imagine: for it ſhews his.Notes to 
be the beſt and moſt conventent that can 
be gotten in the Church of Koxe, and 
that all the Collectors fince ( which were 
very many) have not been ableto devite 
better. 

FICreupon 1t fokoweth , that 11 one 
ork we may the more concit ly treat 
of Binius, Labbe, Coſſa artins, and the Col- 
k io Regiatogcther. 

[ once intended to give you a Copy 


_ of the Popes approbation , with the 0- 


ther Authoritics b by which Binias 1s ap- 
proved; but as the cafe {tandeth it 15 fu- 
pertluous. 

He pretcndcth in Prefuces and Prom? 
ſes, to juſtific all the Canons. Conncils,and 
Decretal Epiſtles, and maketh a g1ori- 
ous [hew . ittinge them down ahouk ards 
\w1th great Titles of Spleniiour an tes 1C- 
{ty; inſach ſort, that a man would take 
them all for Anthentick Records : But 
when he cometh to his Notes, bie many 
times deferteth his Uelion, and confelleth 
the Impolture. But his Notes are Yen d 
in more ob{rure and inconliderable Lett 
ters,, and tnoſe his acknow! icdg ments 
hidden from a Tranſreent Eye in lit ttle 
LOOM. | 
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In his LEE to wt, V. ; layeth all 
his Labours at the Popes Feet. So that 
we arelike to have good on't , when the 
Malefaftor (accuſed} is made ole Lord 
and Judge of the Witnefles. 

He hath ſeveral Prefaces to the Rea- 
der, and to Perſons of the Higheſt Rank 


and Splendour : in which he pretends to 
magniffe the Decrees and Canons follow - 
ing, as good Records. 

de prefixeth Ifdore's Counterfeit Pres 
face before E1< Collection. 

Over the Canons of the Apoſtles, in a 
Splenaid manner, he ſets this Title. 


THE CANNONS 


OF THE 


Horry ArosTLEs 


WITH ALL VENERATION 
TO BE FOLLOWED. 


According to 


The Ancient Edition 
OF | 
DIONTYSIUS EXIGUVUS. 


A man wauld think now there ſhould | 
than Dio- | 
»yſi us | 


ny murc Canons be latd down, 


bond and nd -—S ay. Bend Bo Kot io « — OS a RYE EIS, 


21ſjas Exignns hath in his Ancient Editi- 
on : But as If he intended to bear the 
Mark of the Beaſt in his Forehead , he 
puts under this Title eighty four Canons 
of the Apoſiles , whereas Dzonyſires hath 
but 50. Certainly *tis not well done fo 
to Cheat his Reader with a Lye 3 bat in 
{ome blind Corner or other he will make 
as ſatisfaction. oo. 

Over againſt this he puts a Note in the 
Margin, thus : Francis Turrian, ef the 
Society of Jeſus, hath publiſhed « very 
clear Book, in Defence of the Apoſtles Ca- 
20ns, He approveth the Book, yet re- 
jefteth two of the Canons which Tixrriax 
defendeth : bur that is concealed till af- 
terwards. = | 

It is his cuſtom, in the top of his Pa- 
ges, Chapters and Margins, eminent and 
conſpicuous places, to put Notes or T+- 
tles, defending thoſe Counterfeit Anti- 
quities, which in ſome little Gloſs hidden 
in the Text, he really flighteth : For the 
Potentates of the World, with their 
Lords and Councellors, not having 
time enough to ſearch into the bottom, 
may by {uch means as theſe neatly be de- 
_ ceived; while they think no man fo im- 
pudent, as in the ſame Leaf, to contradi& 


his preterces, So that the very greatneſs 


N 2 2 
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of the Crime is $3 orcateft curity. 


putting the Preface of Diozyfins Exiguus 


ter to COUNFENAance the enſuing Frauds. 
Though Dienyſius were dead 1c00 years 
before he wrote them , mad never intend- 
ed, nor thui:ght of the greater part of 


them. 
But Lyars arc intangied always in the 
Brycr+ - what is convenient 1n once Ic- 


fpect, being inconvenient in'another. 
For in that Jiis Preface , Dionyſius 
ſpciking for himſclt, faith only this: De 
the beginning we? have placed thoſe Cinons 
which are ſaid tobe the A poſtles, , Iran[la- 
fed out of Greek: which Tank the moſt 
do not eat ily ac knowledge 4 thought acet 
to acquaint your Holineſs with the ſame. 
He dou bts them al] you fee; yet ſpeak- 
eth only ot his own fifty, which he hath 
inthe Code which hi IN {cIf digeſted : He 
docs not meddle with thoſe that make 


Har aid Azerlin do: Howbert Brmus , 
when he comes to his Notes upon the 
word Canones Hfgfto!orun, (peaketh thus, 

2ftcr tis bt? Copy '!n three Columns of 
F a:l th: Theſe Canons mate by the Anu- 
1 orily tf the Ape ies, and by Tradition 
Frome 


Another Artifice like this, is that of 


before tbeſe Tomes of his own, the bet- 


up .the number of C4. no more than 7j- 


Maa A © me of My ma 


jones, 4 
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Rome, tranſlated them into L atine, in the 
time of Juſtinus the Emperour.,, © 
He does not prove that Cley; er:t wrote 
them, unlets by the Jalt Caron, which 
hath Por 10 C: cats 7 : NOY by that 


neither ; for that he confcl!ih to Be; 
Forgery. Brtmeb; th: GENVE 1620 3 a6 
before B1KI1Xs, d: CS NOT tay LH, Clement 
wrote them, "but rather thie entraty £ 


© ſulpedts them all, and Kor 'ment 
could not rite them alt: fince |; melt 
has but fifty, and thole only by Rumour, 
not Tradiucn. 
Nay Einins himſelf, you $I ſee Pre- 
ſently, rejected fome 3 and yet here he, 
pretendt | the whole number ta be 


written , both by Clement jn Greek, and. 


by Drenyſins in Latine: For of all his 
Catalogue, he ſaith , Theſe Cansens, CC. 
Clement of Rome RP. Feter 'S Diſciple, 
wrote 71 Grech, and Dio! 1y ſus Lxiguus, 
an APOgt in Romc, trar/lated them inte 
Latine; asS if It W cre not ſulficiert to 
ite A Ls 'eintihc Front, unicls he clo- 
ſed up the Caaon s With a Lye in the 
Tal. 
It wou!d be DA: the Enquiry to 


N, 3 know 


Rome, $. Peter's Diſciple, wrote in Greek, ; 
and Djonylius Ex1guns , an Abbot of 


An. C208 
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know where they had the 34. which were 
unknown to the Ancient Dzonyſins? For 
after all this , he ſeems to reject them in 
the paſſage following. 

Horum quinquaginta priores, &c. ſaith 
he, Only the firſt fifty of theſe (the laſt of 
which is of alipping thrice in Baptiſm 
containing nothing but ſound Apoſtolical 
DoFrine, and approved by Ancient Biz 
ſhops, Councils, and Fathers, are received 
4s Authentich , Cap. 3. Diſt. 16. And ac- 
cording to that common Rale of the Holy 
Fathers, becauſe the Author of them is 
unknown, they are rightly believed to flow 
znto us by Apoſtolical Tradition. The re- 
fidue by Pope Gelaſtus,Can. Sanct. Dilt.15. 
are accounted Apocryphal, both becauſe 
their Author is unknown, as alſo becauſe 
by the 65. and the laſt Canon, ?t 25 evident, 
that fome of them are craftily put in by 
the Grecians, and ſome of them corrupted 
by Hereticks. 

This pallage deſerves one or two re- 
markable Obſervations. 

x. If the Tradition of the Apoltles, 
though committed to writing, be capa- 
ble of corruption ; what ſecurity can we 
have of OYal Trad;tior, which is tar more 
loofe,and Hable to danger? 

2, [t the Church of Kowe were una- 

: " Hap 


__ tw + 


a4 mh ®35 ky fy 


by * » | | Wa $7 711 | 
ble to ſecure the Apoſites Canons from the 
Leven of the Greriaxs, and other' Here- 
ticks ; or ſo careleſs, as not to keep one 
Copy, orRecord fpycere : what aſlurance 
can we have of her care and ability inthe. 
reſidue ? This ſhews the weaknets of theſe 
inconvenicnt Shitts, and pitiful Anfivers, 

Byr the reaion why fome are recezved. 
as Authentich, and others accounted A- 
pocrgphal. is mott fit to be macked, The 
realon wi'y it is highly to be preſumed, 
that the firit 50 Canons ſhou!'s! be -apo- 
{tolica!, i, Becauſe :L- Author of them js 
urknown ; And the reaton why the relt- 
due arc rejected, IE, Becauſe the Autktor of. 
them is nnhnrown. So that the ſame rea- 
ion ( as Sire hardens Clay , and foitens 
Wax) will prove contrary tings And. 
by reaſoning in fuch a Latitude , it wi!l 
be cafte to prove the Sun black, and the 
Sky 2 Maleh!ll. 

Howbeit for theſe reaſons, Gelaſins an 
Ancient Pope rejecteth ſome of them : 
But Binins takes the Jiberty to put his 
judgment in the other end of the Scale; 
and outta-ing us with a Counterteit Cle- 
ment, and Pretended D7onyſrus, will have 
all but two, to be Authemick Canons - 
All but two ; namely, the 55. and the laſt 
C4107 ; by which it is evident , that fome 

N 4 of 


of them are craſtily put in by the Grecians, . 
and ſome f, them corrupted by Heretick TI 
Some. of thim put in by t the Grecians., 
multat lealt be two : and fome of them 
corrupted by Hereticks , mult at lca't be 
two more ; yet they are all of them, cx- 
cept two, Auithentick, 

Let his reaſon be what it will, we ob- 
{erve, 1. That the Charch of Kome 1511 
a tottering condition , Waen a POOP Cua- 
30Nn of Collein inall Faro Upon QINTTO IC- 
fel the Sentence or an Anci« 2t Pope, and 
fourtcorc >1nops : for fo many © id Ce 
laſias aſe in GQimcermng the Apocryphel 
tiom Genrine BOouks ; and ts SNtence 
was Dctinitive by a Pope in his C NOTE) 
So that >. A Fope in his Council is ne 
Intall ble. 2. It Bzz7zus be ri rig Rt | Colebeb 
and tourſcore Biſhops did ©! rexcceting- 
ly 1n con Gan the Coar of C4 Cas 
nons., which D. Cleaent wrotc from the 
mouth of the Apoitles. 4. The Church 
of Romeis Givided, the New and the Old 
Charch of Rome are againlt each other. 
ihe New 1s all for Additions, and the 
very Apoltles Canon . ————— in Gela- 
frus bÞ1S time, whici: vas pond Years ago, 
are not {ufticient, unicſs more 6 be ad- 
cacd. 

But 1ct: us now contider Bins his 

icalons, 


- 


os 37 


i 


Tu. ul 


w 


reaſons, '\@n7a tamen ex his poſterioribys 
ere 0911Þ pretcr predifos duos,S&c. But 
becanſe all theſe latter almoſt, beſtd des the 
twoforementioned, are either by the Au- 
ihoritz of the Roman Biſhops, or by the 
Decrees of otliey Councils , or by the Sen- 
lences of fone Fathers. c onfirmed and ap- 
proved, asts manifeſt by theſe our Margi- 
mals and Annotations : ( So that it may 
not lightly or raffily be doubted , whether 
they were taken hence by the Biſhops, Conn- 
cils, and Fatbers, or rather tranſlated hi- 
ther, and put here out of their Writings: ) 
Flerenpon they way and ought rightly wut: 
aejervedly all, except the two excepted, to 
be taken for Anthentick. 

How perplexed his diſcourſe 1s, Iup 
pole you ſee. His courage fails m the 
midlt, and it becorncs thereupon fo 
rongh ana difficult , that 1: 1s ſcarce 1n- 


6 Nig je. The Sation of its Incohe- 
Tonce Is that Parenthelts ( thruſt into the 


midale.) For Bin7ns foreſecing a ttrong 
Objection to rhe Diſcourſe he was going 
to make, claps it Sophilitcalls into 
the micilt of his Argument; hoping there- 

upon, that it would never more be rc- 
o__ upon him - Which vou may caiily 
te both by the Nature of his Argue 
ment, and by tke reſolution of tris words. 
t Or 
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For his Argument 15 this; whi 
lay aitde the Anfwerto it, r 
ly. Almeſt all theſe latter Canons, befpoles 
the two forementioned, are either by #1;: 
Anthority of Roman Biſhops , or the D+-- 
crees of other Councils, or the Sentence; 
of ſome Fathers , confirmed and approved 
(-) hereupon they may and ought rightly 
ard deſervedly, all except the two excepr- 
ed. to be taken for Authentick. Now the 
Anſwer is the Parenthe/;s in the mid(t. 
Certain Sentences like to theſe Canons 
are in the Fathers writings, but ſo con- 
tained there, that it may not lightly or 


- 
ch if you 


rafhly be doubted, whether they were takem 


hence by the Biſhops, Councils, and Fa- 
thers, or rather tranſlated hither, and 
put kere out of their IWritings. To doubt 
« thing raſhly is nonlcnle ; but it may juſt- 
ly be feared , that theſe Canons are Sen- 
tences pickt out of other Books, and 
packt mtoa Body , bearing the name of 
the Apoſtles Canons. His Conſcience did 


convict him, and he replieth not a word, 


though it be an important conſideration 


in the caſe. 
But there 1s a worſe fault in his Ls: 


gick; he argues trom Particulars to Us 


»iverſals : for having ſaid , Fer? ommes 


preterpredifos duos, he comes to con- | 


clude, 


i{mooth. 


molt all except two are approved) there- 
forc all except two are Authentick. 
Such Tricks as theſe he hath often : 
And ſometimes. affects an obſcure kind 
of ſpeaking, on purpoſe to blind the 
Reader ; eſpecially when he is intangled 
with ſome difficule Argument : He then 
Clouds himſelf, like the Cxitle, in his own 


Is*k., that hc might vomit up the Hook 
in the dark, and ſcape away. 


He might have produced a General 


| Council, if he” pleaſed, to confirm all 
the 84 Canons , and that wnder the Name' 


of the Apoſtles too , which had been more 


to the purpoſe : but then he muft have. 


confteſled the laſt Canon of Clement to be 
true, and conſequently that his eight 
Books of Conſtitutions, and his two E- 


piſtles, are part of the Bible; or elſe that 


the Decxee of the Council, confinming 
theſe, was Spuriows; or elſe of neceſlity, 
that the Pope and Council did err. But 
he had more kindneſs for the Pope than 


| ſo, and therefore perhaps let the Coun- 


ci] alone. 
He would inure you by his words to 


| believe that Popes are equal to Councils, 
8 Becauſe they arc, ſaith he, extber by the Au- 
 thority of Roman Biſhops , or other Coun- 


cils, 


clude, Ommes preter predidos duos. Al- 


® 
Pf 

Sees 1. 
Da 0 


cals, or fome F athers confirmed , they v115 
and ou7ht to be taken for Anthentick. 
Some Fathers is a dwindling expreflton : 

He very well knows that 217 were reject- 


ed together i in the {1xth Combi of Car- 


hace” Roman Biſhops, anc ! other Connc ils, 
are words of fome weight : But what 
can other Councils 0O , if the Roman Bz- 
ſhops pleaſe to reject them? The Fon 
Biſhops, and other Councils, arc fopur- in 
contradiſt inctiong that the Authority © 

Romar Biſhops 1s {et before that of orher 


Councils: And perhaps the proportion 


being obſerved , the Roman Biſhops rault 
be thought as far above offer Conncils, as 
other Councils abryve ſame Fathers. 

In other vtaccs they affirm a Pope with 


his Corncil to be Infillible - Here ; that 


the Roman ÞB7 Her 4 is 7 Cott : Otherwiſe 
It 1s non{cnferto fay , The Romy Bije0) Ds. 
or othtry Councils. The Romin Biſh 
hath a Councit.in hin{cIF> And lindeet?' it 
1s reqnilite, that ke of a}! Weher ſhould be 
thc oreateſt Councit, when ſtanding a- 
Tone, he 1s to judge of 5 Council, and to 
determine. even whether an Decument- 
ca! Council ſhall be approved , or diſap= 
proved. 

This is a Taſr of Zin7xs, an Elemhants 
Cie. Scrap of five large Voluincs, 
fu! 


£ 


full of rhe intcority _— perverſez 
nels. . 

Tke fwelling "EF which they talk 
of, approved and diſapproved Conncils, are 
all tot DC underſtood, of Councils appro- 
ved, or diſapprov ed by the Roman Bi- 
t ſhop. 

From his Canons we proceed to his 
Council; for Bizizs hath a Councy oft 
Aroitles too, on a Prodigtous Theme / 
© | the ſetting up of Images. It is but « thort 
| one, and hath but onc© Canon, and that 

's theego/th, Tr is fot forth in this form. 

ANFIOCHENA SY NODUS 

AFOSTOLORUM. 

- Canou. 8. Ne decrprantiur Salvati ob 
LI Zdola < ſed pangant Ox Oppoſe! o Divinapy: 
- | Humanamque manufac an 111eriarxtans 
Effie Dez wer? ac Salvataris 2ofrrt Feſu 
| Chriſt; » ifftaſque Servorim , contra Idola 
CF Tu Azor. Neque errent in 1dolis,  neque 
ftrailes frant TJudZis. 

This is all : ard fure it 15old, for the 
Latine 1s very barc. It you conſtruc it, 
ir ſpecaketh thus, but hath no Greek 
COPY. 


A COUNCT. of the APOSTLES 
ar ANTIOCH. 


Canon, & ©. Let not the Saved be cecer- 
ved 


FO ad 


We 4 


+150 


b 16 


ved for Tdols : but let them paint on the 
Oppoſete , the Divine and Humane nnmin- 
gled Image of the true God, and of our $4- 
viowr Jeſus C briſt, made with hands, and 
of his Servants. Neither let them err is 
Idols, nor be made like the Jews. | 
The firſt Authority he hath to prove 
It, is the 2 Nicere Council, 800 years 
almoſt after the Apoſtles. And he col-F 
lecteth it thence by a blind conjecture, þ 
not by any evident Afſertion of theirs. | 
Befides this he citeth one Pamphelys, | 
who teſtifieth that he found it in Origer's| 
Study , as Twrrian ſaith againſt the Wri-| 
ters of Afagdenbxrg. So thatall this relt-J 
eth upon Txrriaz, animpudent Corrup-f. 
ter, asthe World hath any. Where weſ 
firſt obſerve, that Origen had no Images 
himſelf, neither adored any. 2. That I- 
mages were forbidden in the H. Scrip- 
tare , eſpecially in the Old Teſtament. f 
3. I he Apoltles were wont to allure the 
Jews, and npt to offend them. To the 
Jews , ſaith $. Paul, 7 became as a Jew, 
that I might gain the Jews, Whereas tof | 
ſet up Images, was the only way todriveſ 
them out of the Temple. 4. That all of 
ther Councils, Nice , Conſtantinople, E-| 
| pheſws, Chalcedon, Arles, Eleberis, Antioch, | 
Laodicea, Sardis, Jeruſalem, Alexandria, 
Romc.l 


GONneg 1cerees 
Rome, &c. during all the t 
years, were {lent of t!:is Apoſtolical 


pg = 
- | Canon. 
df Concerning which, I beſeech you to 


is | contider further: 1. That admitting it 

| were In the 2 Nzceve Council, that was 
6 | an IdoJatrons Council , addicted to Faz 
rs bles, and full of Forgeries; for which it 
1-Þ is rejected by all the knowing and ſoun- 
e, | der part of the World. 2. Ihe Apoſtles 
| werenot obeyed in this Commandment, 
5, | neither in their own Age, nor in divers 
$8 Ages after. 3. Binins himſelf ſecmeth 
5. conſcious of its untoundneſs, for he put- 
t-| teth it not among the Councils of the A- 
D. Poltles, which are before their Canons 
ref altogether , but in another place ſtrag- 
es ling by it ſelf, in his own Notes, and after 
I-| the Apoſtles Canons. 4. Since the Apo- 
D- ſtles wrote in Greek , this 1s rendered 
© | ſuſpitious by wanting a Greek Copy. 
ie] 5- No ColleCtor produceth one word be- 
ef ſides himſelf, inthe whole Circuit of the 
>| firſt 400 years, onthe behalf of Images. 
of 6. The Fathers unanimouſly write againſt 
ef} Images in the Church of GOD. 7. You 
»-| may perceive by the dulneſs of the Senfe 
7. out of what Storechoule this Fragment 
4 | came , and by the horrid incongruity of 
| waking a Divine and Humane Image un- 
mingled 
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| —_ mingled with hands: The Divinity and 
and Humanity being Natures infinitely 
diſtant, cannot be painted in the ſame 
Picture. But tor want of a betrer , this 
Multy Evidence matic ſerve the turn, 


Tos III 


cage 


GAY: AV. 


Of the Pontifical Falſety Fathered upor Da- | 
maſus, Biſhop of Rome, An. 397. How 
he Popiſh ColleFors uſe it as their Text, | 
yet confeſs it tabea F orgery full of Lyes | 
art contradi ions. | | 


de Liber Pontificalis 1s a Legend ſo | 

3 ſtuffed with Lyes, that the very Title 
of it is notorious : The very fir(t Inſccip- 
tion of the Book miſcarries ; notſo as to 
necd, like the former Counterfeits, either 
thoſe of the Apoſtles Canons, or their 
Council, or the Preface of Tidore, a long 
Circuit of Deductions to prove the For- 
gery 5 Bins, Lavbe , and the ColleJis 
Regia, immediately confelis it, It begin- 
neth thus. 


EHE 


and +4: claſhing with one 


THE BOOK OF POPES, 


From Pope .Pctcr down to Pope Ni- 
cholas of that Name the Firſt 5 it 
which their AFs are deſrrived : 

The Ads of the fit »/t Popes by Pope 


Damaſus : - The reſs by ot her * Arcicnt Cur, ning 
h2neſt 


men.like 
Hujus ; Aerlin's 


Alen, and © worthy of credit. 


Upon this Title Zsxizzs noterh, 
libri Pontificalis Damaſus Anor nou eſt. 
ec. Damalſus is mot the Anthor of this 
Bord peg but ingrins it is + Foun up of 


by this, A Aa 772 every Po; pes Life, it 
contains things fiehtine with the mfelves © 
And ſo 20 acconmt Can be £7Veu of Things 
Jr9ther, 
And for this he cites Ber ONTas, AN, Chriſt. 
69. nn. 35. An. 348. mt. 16. &* 17. Anton. 
Poſſevin. Apparat. Sac. 0x the word Da- 

maſus. 

Now a man would cxped] he ſhould 
lay alide the Book, and refuſe to make 


ute of ſach an odious Pamphler : Bu it for 


want of a better he takes 1t in, as his molt 
Learned Companions do and ſo they 
labour all nnder the miſcrable Fate of 
making a Forgery , the Text vpon which 
their Notes and V olnmes a! thy Com- 
mentary, 
| 0 F- 
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It is mect before I paſs, t6 make ſome 
uſe of what is given us + for Obſervation 
is the Life of Hiſtory, Reflexions digeſt- 
ing the Objects that are before us, and 
turning them into nouriſhment. 

What 1s here ſaid , concerneth not a 
Page, but a whole Book, ſtuffed with 
Legends, and Lives of Popes. 

It was {et forth as a Book made by Da- 
maſns, a Learned, Grave, and Ancient 
Piſhop of Keme, that his name might give 
colour and Authority to the fame, 

Becaule it could not be believed that 
Diz:2/us ſhould write of Popes that fol- 
towed after he was dead , part of it is a- 
icribed to ether ancient men, and worth 
of credit; naming no body, for the grea- 
ter Reverence, and ſhew of Antiquity, 
and the more pious eſtimation of un- 
known pcrſons. 

How ancient, and how worthy of cre. 
dit they are tur ute tluch Cheats, and 
what a Myltciy of Iniguity they make 
of Antiquity, you may calily conjetture. 

SOMULIMESF OrgeLIEs ate thrown Upon 
the Greeks and Heierticks : but here is 
OLE mude arti compiled by the more Fa- 
TUOUS RaMdns. | 

Binius knew it tobe a Forgery by the 
Daicncis of the Stiles Conſarcinatus eft, 

| | {6 
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It was patched up. That is ; his word; 
Metaphor implying , the Taylors ws 
but Botchers that made it. Secondly By 
the contradictions that are :: 1c, he knew 
they were divers Authors , b: cauſe they 
jangle, and cannot agree. Ihe parts of 
it are ſo irreconcileable, that the Story 
will by no means hang together. 

It is a Vein of Lyes, reaching from 
S. Feter to Dam aſus , Rath from Damaſus 
to Nicholas 1. containing the Lives of a- 
bove 1co Popes, from S. Pcter tothe year 
860. | | 

About the time of this Nicholas i. the 
Popedom was exalted bove the Clouds, 
and was (of necectiity) to be fecured by 
as evil means, as it was gotten: When loe 
the Witch of Endor railes UP Saxmel in 
the good old Dawuaſws, to tell the World 
that Peter wasa Pr.nce., and all his Suc- 
cetlors Vaiverſal Heads of the Catholick © 
Church. 

Nicholas 1. began to fitabout 50 years 
aſter the death of Hadrian 1. the Pope 
that 1s ſuſpecied by us ro be the Father of 
the Forgerics, So great an Impreffion 
therefore BOY made by the Fublication 
ol Iþdore, alt] ic before, it was thought 
good to follow the Blow by this Pontifi- 
eal: and a more ancient E ather than Jo. 


adore 
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Koman Fozgertes, 
dore muſt be awakened out of his duſt 
to juſtitie hiv. For as Light anſwercd 
[ight in Seloz:0ns Buildings , 10 do the 
Lives and ſetters of the Popes; their 
Lives in the Pontifical, and their Letters 
in the Decretal. 

The Artitice thews contzvance, and 
the Cefizn of 1t a deep and hidden Cor- 
relpondence. | 

The World has been cheated for (@ 
Ionga time, by the attempt of wicked 
and deceitful men. 

Peter Crab, Carranza, S Surins, Nicoli- 
21s, the Elder Compilers of the Coun- 
C1!s, uſe it boldly and freely , Without 
V/arning th.cir ACaG CIS LO {up CEE it. OT 
confelling it to be a Forgery 3 though 
Binins, and the latt Compilers, upon nc- 
ccliary Conviction, are forced to YO it. 

Ih ore an d Afcrliz have 1t not at all : 
we ray altly woader therefore WREFE 
theſe latter Collettors ZOt It, 

The Fo: gery 1s L0t about mean mat- 
ters, but 31 ings molt Sacred, the Rigats 
of the Church, and the Sc vols of men. 

Ficre the Papitts are detected by their 
OWN contchiton $ and he that 1s 9NCC ta. 
rem, is (£111 ful; Dected, 

The VV 0; Ls Ot Parikncits are iow 
G:tcoVerce, {0 that more arc committed 
L141 are ENOwn. | All 


All theſe Forgerh tes that are now ac- 
knowledged , did paſs about 2co years 
ago for good Records > CHOPrY ſome 
perhaps that were lince invented : And 
If thelaſt two Ages Brow! it{o many to. 
ligh:, an Agc or two more way, through 
Gods blelfing. acc had 1h Wonders. 

The Secular ſtate and ſecurity of the 
Pope, with his Adhcrents, which B7m7zus 
In his Epiiile ts Pope Paul V. calls Horror 
Ce Altowent ut Eccleſte » Was the end oft 
all. And it men cxcogitate I 1tles to 
Crowns, and patch up Gencal OgIeS W] ith 
ſome Faw $, vet {i rVICCab! © CNOU ON WI. 
the helpot a L on? Sword ; thena Chair 
{> Politick is able to do it more neatly, 
having had the ftrong Holds of the 
Church ſo long g 11 tnetr hanus. 

Now we thai] note ſome tew of thoſe 
many Errours that arc in tic Pontifical; 
which, though it be a dnty circumitance 
tohavelucha Tcxtto giois on, ts the Ba- 
{15 of their Diſcourtes, and the Rule of 
their Method , both in the ropes and 
Councils. It begtnneth thus 

Peter the blejed Apoſtle, ad Prince Of 
the Apoſtles , the Son of Joln, 6 5:1 be Pro- 
vince of Gaiilce, of the City Beti:{aida, the 
Brather of Andrew » fate in th C Chair of 
Antioch 1 jever JEary. In the end it tciletin 
: Q 3 US 
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five years , two moneths, and three days. 


us how long S. peter Romano, juit #rexty 


Binius tells us with the content of Baro- 
7ius , It was rather twenty four years, 
five moneths, and elevendays. 

. The Pontifical ſaith, Peter was Mar- 
tzred with Paul on the ſame day : Though 
Prudenting and S. Auguſtine fay, If 45 
z:0t the ſame year. Binius reconcileth 
them, They were {]in the ſame day 1n- 
deed, but not the ſame year: I neretore 
jay we, Peter Was not Martyred with 
Sd. Paul. 

TheP _— ſays, It was 33 years af- 
ter the Paſſion of onr Lord. Aore truly the 

35. faith Binins, in the 13 yeer of Nero, 
ind the 69 after the Fir th of Chriſt. 

S Pe ter's Name 1s the Patron and Bul- 
waik c: the Roman Church; and there- 
foe int (erred like a Shield in the Front t. 
PMcxt his Notes on S. Peters Lite . Binizs 
Interts tbe Treatiſe of the Roman Churches 
Primacy, EX antiquo Codice: out of an 
Old Book., without any name at all - 
Which puts me in mind of the Gibeorites 
eld Bottles, clonte!! Shoes , and mouldy 
Fre:id,, and the notable Cheat which 
tacrcby they put on the Traelites. All 
is Od and Ancient in the Church of 
Rome © and this 0/4 Book of the Prima- 
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cy ſet before the Councils according to 
the Rules of Art, becauſe the Exd is to 
be propoſed before the Meas. 

After this old Treatiſe of the Primacy, 
he cometh to S. Linus, Pope and Martyr. 
He is pleaſed to call him Pope, as well as 
Pope Peter; notas if his Contemporaries 
called him ſo, but becauſe the Modern 
Title will not fit well - on the preſent 
Popes, unleſs it be given to 0. Peter, and 
the firſt Biſhops of that See. And ever 
and anon he begins with a known Lye 1n 
the top of the Chapter , formally (et by 
it ſelf, the more plealingly to take the 
eye, after the manner of a [itle, Ex Li- 
bro Pontificali Damaſi Pape; 

OUT OF THE FONTIFICAL OF 
POPE DAMASUS. 

This courſe he continucs from Life to 
Lite throughout ail the Popes, lo far as 
tne Pontiftcal laſteth , intermixing the 
Decretal Epiſtles firſt, and then tac Courr- 
cils, 1n the Lives of the ſeveral Fopcs: 
or to uſe his form, ander the Poe in whoie 
Life they happened. And all his i ones 
being moulded into that form, 1t mares 
every Pope ſeem, to him that 15 not a- 
ware of tac fetch, the Supreme over ail 
Councils from the beginning, And with 
this Method he always goes on , Ex {1- 
O14 bro 


An. 


bro Pontificali Damaſi Pape, "hoping per- 
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haps that in Tong tract of time, he {hould 
be a laſt believe er 

In all the Book, there is ſcarce a Life, 
wherein there are not as many Errours, 
as In S. ”eter's. As 1n example. | 

Linus fete even et three moneths, 
and twelve aazs, faith the Pontifical : 
Binjus faith, It was elew Wa gears, iwo 

omethc, end twenty Three days. A days 

aiffterence, where the exactacis 15 pre- 
tended to be lo great, fhews all ro be 
Counterfeit. 

He farth;, Cictus ſate twelve gears, one 
moncth, and eleven be Pinius tails on 
him tor the miſtake 5 though Re agrees 
with him in the ma n, = Linus awd Cle- 
tus ſate ſore twenty "three years betweer: 
San and Clement. So that on tals ac=z 

ount, S. James was dcad above 27 Fears 

Te-IWg: . Clement (vo wrote a SC cl 
Epiſtle to him) came to the Chair: Tor 
before he was Pope he might write an 
Ffijile, but not a Decretal Epiſtle 

Cletrs (laith Binzws) was bj 8, Irenxus, 
Iznartus, cf Fuſe bius, called 455: hol 
which Paroniu 'S thinks was a miStahke 
wrong the Greeks, occaſtoned by the Erron 
of If riters and Libraries. What iiitts 
will a man be driven to by a deiperatc 
Caulc / 


Cauſe ! Three of the beſt po, Pd -” 


cicnt Fathers were cheated with the Er- 
reur of Writers and Libraries , concern- 
Ing a mans Nazze that was alive , Elther 
not long before, or together with them- 
ſelves. S. Ircnens and Teratins are Cx- 
tremely Ancient. Tenatizs lived before 
Anacletus was Biſhop of Rome , much 
more betorc his Name was put into Li- 
braries, and much more yct , before it 
could be corruptcd there by the z1iftake 
of Scribes and Writers. Butluch Erronrs 
of Writers and Lilrarics area good hint, 
how capable they are uf them, and how 
much the Church of Rome 15 acquainted 
with them. 

Binius 1s at Jaſt terribly provoked 
vith the nonſenſe of the Porntzfical « tor 
whereas it faith , Cletus was inthe hurch 
from the ſe vewtb Conſulſl ip of Veſpalian, 
and fifth s of Demitian, to the ninth of Do. 
i ana tre Cornfulſiia 1p of Rtus : 5 tat 

, from the 78 ycar of Chriſt, to the &5. 
Fain ſpcak; ing a3 1t he were preſent, 
takes him up ſmart uy , Errorem igitur Er- 
ror addis. 56: bh by 72JUs Pontificalis Au- 
thores, &C. Ui hecver thou be that art the 
Author of this Pontifical, thou acideſt Er 
rour to Errour : For if Cletes began 86 ſit 
inthe forementioncd Conſulſhip, inthe 78 

gear 


weT/ 


year of Chriſt , how did he 


Conſuls s How wilt thou excuſe a 9 years 
Interregnum in the Chair , made only by 
thy Authority contradi@ing it ſelf? How 
ſageſt thou that Cletus ſate twelve years, 
whoſe continuance thou doeſt circumſcribe 
by two Conſulſhips, in the ſpace of 5 years 
diltant from themſelves © How, which is 
more intollerable and abſurd, doeſt thou 
ſap, that Clement ſate from the Conſul- 
flip of Trachilus and Italicus, ever to the 
third jear of Trajan ; which is from the 
' 70 year of Chriſt to the 102. and ſoto have 
adminifired the Sce 33 years, whom in 
hrs Life thou affirweſt to havecontinued 0n- 
bg zears? Thus tar Binis. 
When Cato ſaw the Southfayers ſalu- 
tinz one another in the Roman Market. 
place, he ſaid, I wonder they can forbear 
laughing, to think how delicately they 
cheat the people! Hence therefore , faith 
Binits, C Head-r, thou mayeſt perceive on 
what Kocks he ſhall diſh, mhoſoever fhall 
feppoſe the writings of this Book, to be ta- 
hen up upon Truſt , without any Inquiſiti- 
or: | Yet when the fit is over, m the ver 
next line, heis atitagain, THE LIFE, 
EPISTLES, AND DECREES OF CLE= 
MENT, 


7 
immediatoly 
faceeed Linus, dying, as thouſaidſt, ir the 

69 jear of Chriſt, Capito andRutus being 


23s "my Te 4 
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MENT, EX LIBRO PONTIFICALI 
DAMASI P. The Pontifical 1s (afreſh ) 
aſcribed to Damaſws : For Friends may 
quarrel, without falling out eternally. 
But if they areſo angry, what make they 
togethcr ? What have Scholars to do in 
ſoſcandalous a Fellows Company 2 Why 
of all Books in the World do they take 
this to follow ? All of them trom Peter 
Crab to the Colle&io Regia & Why 
not the Grave, Sincere , and Learned? 
Why not atrue Record ? Why do they 
chuſe a Counterfeit fo full of lyes: and 
contradiFions? It 1s the higheſt Symp- 
tom of a deadly cauſe, that they rake 
ſuch a Fellow to be their Copy to write 
after, their Text to gloſs on, their Guide 
to follow. For all theſe groſs miltakes 
are committed within the compaſs of 
ſome 500r 40 lines, mn four Lives of oze 
hundred and fix : And in every Life al. 
moſt throughout, they are exerciſed in 
the ſame manner. If this be the beſt Re- 
cord they can find for the purpoſe , and 
all their Antiquities be like this, they are 
as mouldy and rotten as can well be de- 
tired. 
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CAP. XVI. 


Of the Decretal Epiſtles forged in the 
Names of the firſt holy Martyrs and Bi- 
ſhops of Rome. The firſt was ſent ( as 
they pretend) from $ Clement, by $.Pe- 
ter s order , to 8. James the Biſhop of 
Feruſalem, jever years after he was 
dead; and by the beſt Account 27. 
s. Clements - Recognitions 4 corſeſſed 
Forgery. . 


| O {tumble in the Threſhold is O- 
" minous : If the firſt of all the De- 
cretals be a Forgery, It isa leading Card 
to the relidue. 
Br#ius his Title, and the Text of the 
Pontifical, is repreſented thus, 


THE LIFE, EPISILES, AND DE. 
'CREES OF FOFE CLEMENT I. 


Out of the Poxtifical of Pope 
DAMASODS. 


.He made tws Epiſtles that are called Ca. 
nonical. This man, by the Precept of 
S. Peter , undertook the Government of 
the Church; as by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 


the Chair was committed to him. In the 


Epiſtle which he wrote to S. James, you 
ſhall 


2 y > Ay m 
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foall find after what manner the Church 
was committed from S, Peter, Linus and s. 
Cletus are therefore recorded to be before «3 
| him, becauſe they were made Biſheps by the 
Prince of the Apoſtles himſelf, and ordain- 
ed to the Prieftzlike Office before han. 
NOTES. 

C After the Method of Binizs. 

He made two Epiſtles called Canonital.] 
Theſe words are adaptcd to the 84th Ca- 
non of the Apoltles, where two Epittles 
of Clement, and his eight Books of Ordi- 
»ations, are made farts of the Canom- 
cal Scripture. 

In the Epiſtle which he wrote to S. James ] 
Here the Pontifical openly voucheth his 
Epiſtle to S. James;- which Binizs after- 
wards tells you was wfitten to Simeo. 
It the Pontifical be right , Birrius Was ©- 
verſcen, in ſaying, the name of S. James 
crept by corruption into the Title of the 
Epiltle, for that of Sizze0m. The Tales 
do not hang together. 

They were made Biſhops by the Prince of 
the Apoſtles, &c. | You underſtand here, 
that S. Peter out of his ſuperabundant 
care for the Church, made three Biſhops 
of Rowen his own life time - So that 
I Home bad four Popes at once, S, Perer, 
IS. Clement, S. Lins, and S. Cletus. Some 

think 
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think that Linus and Cletus were S, Clez 
zment's Adjutants in External Afﬀeairs : 
Some, that they ſucceeded each other in 
order - Some, that they preſided over 
the Church together. Some lay , that 
Clement out of modelity refuſed the 


Chair , till he was grown-older belike. 
It is a world to ſee, what a variety and 


puzzle they are at in this matter : The 
confuſion ſpringeth from two cauſes : 
T he firit is the obſcurity ot the State of 
Rome in the beginning : The ſecond is the 
ionorance of the Forger that made S,Cle- 
ment's Letter to S. James -. For happen- 
ing fo heedic{ly to Father it on S. Cle- 
ment, he has made all the Story 1nconve- 
nient, S. Clement laith not one word of 
refuſing the Chair in his Epiltle, nor of 
Linxs and Cl:tus coming between him 
and itz but wicha very fair Hypocriucal 
{hew,vretendeth in bis Epitite to d. James, 
that be was cioien by S. Peter , and ſuc- 
ceeaied hum Aaccc -diagly. whereupon, 
they that will havethis Epiiile to be a 
£vod and truc Record, are torced of ne- 
cellity to fay, ti.at S, Peter did himſelt or- 


dain Clement , though they very well 


know that Linus and Cletus , or Anacle- 
tus, were both in their Order Biſhops 
bctore him - For a fure Token, either 

| that 


" & 4 £34 "oy. KK 
7 ws "I CIC ES 2 . 9 a "_ 4 ae Res, * 

PI RO OE ON NSW) PE 3 742 "EN PN " FE . & St 2027 WEWNg 97 7 3-9 OL K £ 4 4 

Pb ee 1 RN 50S OT PE ro DT GY. 0 OT EAI ge 6 vat 7 AB aa EL CE OS AN by Ke th acer 935 : PR 
: PR EE Ee ee En Od eo oe ER Enos 5-245, (er 

> OF ON er A OE TO PAD, M4 DD EIT ORBITE SUINE ERC 9 CES OR. : , f - IRENE INOS ee, ”; 

ESO DS LL EY SF Erie v0 ORE, TEL ASE ER Vis boa OE TS. Le I 
AO Bo oa nd noo, PATTB SA TIELS Wac $3397 Wb L0H 2s ag: 8 2a 
, . Te: = ; GP Sl ea $2 2)-f 4 


— +. W 


that their ignorance marred her Officious 
Impoeſtors, nothing is more obſcure and 


doubtful than the order and manner of 


ber firſt Biſhops. The Pontifical under- 
takes to reconcile all ; and does 1t lucki- 
ly, were it not that it contradicts it ſelf - 
For he faith of Clement, that be under- 
took the Government of the Church by the 
precept of Peter And yet of Lirng and 
Cletas it laith, they are recorded to be be- 
fore him , becauſe by tie Prince of the A4- 
poſtles they were made Biſhops before hixz. 
Be that a contradiction or no, 1t was 
neither Linus nor Cletus it {cems, but Cle- 
ment Who writ the Epiltle to S, James 
about the death of Peter, a 
_ He made. many books. | Binius upon 
thoſe words oblicrves,that before h7s Epz- 


files he wrote the Conſtitutions of the A> 


peſtles, &c. , He did not make , but write 
the Apoſtles Canons in Greek, &c. It is 
much hedid not make them, tor the Co- 
rozis of them, as Nicolanaus calleth it,hath 
by. me Clement in it; and for ought I, 


| know a Zope that hath the fulneſs of 


power Apeſtolical, may make Apoltles Ca- 
nons at any time. It js an odd obſcrva- 
tion, He did not make, bat write the Apo- 


ſtles Canons. Among 


that the Church of Rome was little con- 
ſidered in the dawning of the Goſpel, or 
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Among bis ler Alowbarrhl G fairh Bi- 
mus) there are tex books of” the cirenits of 
Peter 3 which by ſome art called, The Ttis* 
nerary of Clement, by others his Rervent-" 
tions : Which fuce they "are feuffed with 
Loathſome Fables , a#d the Fathers ab*' 
ſtained from the uſe of them," as Gelafins! 
alſo in a Roman Council rejefed them for * 
Apocryphal; all wiſe men will adoiſebly' 
abſtain from reading ther. It is a Ti ach: 
tion, that Clement left the Rite of offer- 
ing Sacrifice to the Church of Rome # 
writing. It is reported alſo, that many 
pieces are ſally publifhed mndey re Name 
of Clement. 


'Forgerics are (* you {ce*)* thick mm 
threefold 'in the! Church-of Home: bur” 
this of Clement's Itinerary, which -'B+' 


2i#s diflwadeth aM men from reading; e- 


ven ten Books ,, Crm inſn Irs fabttlis ev 
ferti ſant , ſince they are ftift with loath-. 


ſome Fables , 1 delire you to take tpecfal 
notice of; becauſe this Confellion of his 


will Jifoover htm tobe either a falfe man 
or a Fool. Fe is a dehicate Snate . > : 


will derect'S. Clement, and* $"B1Aid/"to- 


her. +4 i 8 IL L309 $23; 


As for Br2izs, who deftntfeth* the ferſF 
Epiſtle of Clement to 8. Jaities fora good 


Record 5 if he did read the Epiſtle, and 


note | 


ff oy moe 


| 


note what he read, he was a falſe man 
for defending it againſt his Judgment 
| and Conſcience. He that ſomortally ha. 
ted the Itinerary of Clement , could not 
but know the Ep:/fleto be Forged, if he 
read it with any diligent obſervation : 
If he truſted others, he was an unwiſe 
man, to be ſo confident in maintaining 
it, upon the report of thoſe that read and 
travpſcribed it tor him: For their inad- 
vertency hath deceived him. 

For S. Clement himſelf ( if that Epi- 
ſtle be his) owneth the Forgery of 
S. Clement's Itinerary , which Binize fo 
extremely abhorteth, It muſt needs be a 
Forgery therefore, b&auſe in this caſe, 
nothing but aForgery can defend a For- 
gery : no Author (if a Saint ) acknow- 
tedging thoſe Forgeries for his, which he 
never made. - : 

.' After a long Oration which S. Clement 
fendeth toS. Jaxes , in that Epiſtle out 
of S, Peter's mouth, concerning the Dig- 
nity and Excellency of the Roman Chair, 
he wa theſe words, ſpeaking of S. Peter. 
When be had ſaid theſe things in the 

avidſt before them all, he put his hands on 
ave, and compelicd me(wearied with ſhame- 
| Fecedneſe) 30 ſit in bis Chair. And when 
| Iwarſete, again be ſpake ca things un- 
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$0 me: Thaſeech thee , O Giement,. | 
all. that are preſent, that after ( as the 
Debt of Nature zs) I have ended this Pre» 


ſent. life , thow. wouldſt briefly. write. to 


James , the Brother of aur Lord, either 


thoſe things that relate 10. the beginning of 
thy Faith , or thoſe thoughts alſo which ben 


fore thy Faith thou haſt bore; and after 


what ſort thox haft been a companion. to | 


ze from the beginning, even to the end. of 
my Journey, and ty As; and what, bes. 
itg 4 Solicitons Hearet ,. then haſt taken 
from me diſputing through all tbe Cities, 
ard whatyin all my preaching ,. ws $he ifs 
dereither of my words or ad iqns © #6 #iſo 
what End, ſball find*me in this City, 4s. I 
ſaid; all things being ( as thow art «ble ) 
briefly comprehexded, lev it net grieve thee 
to deftineunts him - Neither fear, that. þe 
will be much grieved at my End, fixce he 
will ot doubt but I endure # yo piety. 
Eat. it wall be a4 great ſolace to 27, if x 
ſhall learx, that no nnskiifal man, or un> 
learned, and ignorant of the Diſcipline off 
Ecchſtaſtical Order , and. the Rnle of Dor, 
Qrine, hath undertaken my Chair : For be 
hnows, if an unicarned or an unskilful man 
take npon him the Office of a Dofter miths 
out , tbe 'Hearers and Dijciples (herng;gn; 
velved in a Cloud of Ignorance, balk bt 
droxned in deſtrud ion. ___ Where- 
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whore Yay Lord Je ator Fit 
I him , held it 
neceſſary to $44 contneanded. In-, 


Firing? thee both rhe to theſe things, 


ant briefly comprehending , concerning 
thoſe, which going through every City, be 
either uttered inthe word of preaching, or 
wrought in the vertne of his deeds. T hough 
concerning theſe things T have ſent thee 
age, and morefully deſcribed already, at 
his command, under that very Title which 
be ordered to be prefixed; that is, Cle- 
mentis Itinerarium, The Itinerary of 
Clement, rot the reaching of Peter. 
In theſe words he telleth ns. how S.Pe- 
ter taking his Jeave of the World, placed, 
him # 53 Chair, and by that Ceremony 
inftalled him in the Epiſcopal Throne in 
the preſerice of them all : What a charge 
he gave him in that moving circumſtance 
of time, juft before his piercing and bit- 
ter Paſſion, to write to S. James : How 


he'ordeted him to make an Itinerary of 


hisCircnits throughout the World , and 
furniſhed him at the fame time with the 
MAlaterials and Title of the Book ; The 71- 
Fimerary of Clement, wot the preaching 
Peter. S. Peter s modeſty (as 1s to be fup) 

| giving the Honour of the Title; 
noe to himfelf that was the Subjed , but 
*F' 2 tO 


OSTER OI lt ons 54 PR i 
"— mn , : EY 
COT , NE eNe 1 Ko BESET mn Oo Fe L200 0 - Ay LEO he! - $M : 
3 4 REES US; A ISIS 4 USER hs - SW ty: Od I Gn. CIS, 1 Ins 1 REES 12) SI 4 "$20 Pens, Be DIE "26s PZ CPR OTE - 2 Be 
ps. 4 IT __ Wes "_ Us 0 bt, 20 3 : DOES 7 pn tne = Bt gs FF :, nd 3 RET IAN Pe 
2 4 > 4 LE *r: 34 3s E py ens ” Y 4 5 ys * Sy 1945 Irs 7 3 en, Og” *- xd. L \SS4 WW Wort 4.x , a 4 y el D 20 
* J "8+; on ws 411 oo oe 7 ooh hs 2 I ns WL 
' £6 0 DI We IOESAE ? 
' : goF Ln EL ts 


-" 


to the Author: How S., Clement, accord- 
ing to this commandment , had ſcnt to 
S. James, not only thus Epiſtle, but rhe 
Book it (o]f long before 1t 5 wherein the 

ourneys and the Afs of Feter were more 
fully deſcribed : And the great care which 
S. Peter took, left the dead man ſhould 
be grieved, by the Solace he provided 10 
the Iydivgs ſent unto him, concerning 
tie perpetual certainty of Skilfulnejs and 
Learning in ajl his Succetlors, kcuiing 
at once both the Church, and þzs Chair, 
15 very remarkable. All theſe things, out 
of the very. Bowels of the Epiltle, di(> 
grace t. e Chimera's of Bins and Tarri- 
an. For what Saint being well in his 
Wits, would tell the World, that S.Peter 
commanded him to make a Forgery , nay 
a-putid Forgery , /ixffed with loathjom 
Fables! S. James his Name 1s Over apd 
QVver intnc body of the Epiltle, not only 
in the 7itle. The Epiltle was not ſent 
to S. Jaxzes by a Figure, but It plainly 


tis S. James, that he had lent him the 7-. 


tiverary betore 5 which conlilting of tex 
books, ul b > {ome contiderable time at- 
cr dS. Peter's Death in making, ſome time 
in going from Rome tO Jeruſalem, and 
ſometime mult be {pct un coming back 
with the Anſivcr, that certified him of 


of James 


S. James his receiving it. After all which, 
this new Letter was writtel to S James, 
impertinently giving him an account of 
the ſame buſinefs - And yet all this while 
T7 James was dead before S. Peter. For 
as Binins obſerves, S. Peter was put to 
| Death inthe thirteenth ycar of Nero, and 
| S. James 1n the ſeventh. ; 
he Compiler of this Epiſtle, finding 
| SL[lements Itinerary extant inthe World, 
ſeveral hundieds of years betore himſelf; 
and being not aware of Its unfoundneſ*, 
| took it up as a good Record, and fo 
fitted the Eviltle and Fable to the pur- 
poſe in hand, being himſelt cheared with 
a Forgervy, as many others are, and not 
expeeting to be detected 1o clearly, as it 
hath {tnce happened, = =} 
But to make the matter more ablard, 
they have a ſecond Letter tro S. James, 
De Sacratis veſtibus. vel v4i's. Wherem 
he divides the Prieſtkood (as Pins in his 
Decretal afterwaids docs; into three 
Orders, of Presoyter, Deaxcoy, and 46n- 
fter «: With whar deſign I cannot tell, un- 
leſs he would have us think tte Pope the 
only Biſlop. Vherein he aito rakes care 
abour the Lords Body ; orders tac Prietts 
. | wit) what Coremony of Faſting and Ze- 
| verence it ſhall be conſumed: Gives Come 
F 3 maads 
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mandcs about the Pall, the Chair, the Can- 


aleſtick, andThe Yail : ſpeaks of the Al- 


tar , the Worſhzp of the Altar , the Door- 
keepers, the YVals for the Gates, the co- 
vering of the Altar, &c, As it there were 
{rately Temples, Attires, Ornaments, and 
Utenſils, in thoſe early days of poverty 
Perſecution, when a Den or a Cave was 
both SanGwary and Temple. Among o- 
ther things, he orders that no man ſhould 
through ignorance believe a dead man 
oneht ts be wrapt i2 4 * Fryers Coul z a 
Novel, ſuperſtitious Errour. All which 
he ſpeaks out of the mouth of S. Peter, 


whom he calls the Father and Prince of 


the Apoſtles, In the end of the Letter, 
he denounces a Curſe againſt all them 
that will not keep S. Peter's Commands» 
ments. SOthat Peter's Name, and Peter s 
Authority , 1s uſed for every thing ap- 
pertaining to the Chair, andall the Apo- 
{tles to be ordered by S. Peter's Succel- 
fors, as $. Jaw * omar or Lord 
was. 


**..CAP. XVIL 


| - OF Higinus and Pius, as they are £ repre 
| ſented in the Pontifical : 5 and of a no» 
table Fargery in #he name of Hermes : 
Where you have the Teſtimony of at 4n- 
gel, concerning the Celebration of Ea- 
(ter, cited by no body, while the matter 
WAS int 2m 6 


Jeinds ate. aith the Ponti bag) four 

years, three moneths, and four days. 
Binins faith , He ſate feur years, except 
two days > counterfeiting as much exact- 
neſs as the other. 7f we ſhould follow hine 
in his Conſuls, ſaith he, we ſhould make His. 
ginus ſit twelye years, 

But the Pontifical is guilty of a more 
arrogant and ambitions errour : The Hies 
rarchy of the Church, it ſaith, was made 
by H1ginus, to wit, the Ord:'r wherein 
Pires were inferiour to Biſhops, Dea- 
consto Presbyters, the people fs Detione: 
Bizizs mendeth it as well as he 1s able, 1n- 
CONE It only of a Refturmation of 
| Collapſed Diſcipline. Bur it ſuitcrh ſo 
| exactly with the diltinction betore made 
inS. Clement's ſecond Epiſtle, who will 
have the Prieſthood divided into the Or- 

ag P der 


An. i924, 
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der of Presbyter, Deacon, and Miniſter, 
that the deſign ſeemeth deeper than fo. 
He doth not fay , the Hierarchy of the 
Chvrch was correFed , but made by Hy- 
ginws : which [irikes at the Root of E- 
pilcopacy ; as if it were not of Divine, 
but Humane Inſtitution : and being made 
by the Pope alone, depended only on the 
Fopes pleaſure. 

Bins is not able to name the time 
whercin the Diſcipline of the Church 
was (inthis reſpect_) corrupted ſo, as to 
heed the Reformaticn pretended. 

Next after Hyginus, the Pontifical 
bringeth in Pixs , ax Italian , #he Brother 
of a Shepherd. He ſate nineteen ears, 
four moneths, and three days, inthe times 
of Antoninus Fius. . Hermes h7s os Bro- 
ther wrote a book, in which a Command- 
ment was contained, given him by an An- 
gel of the Lord, coming to him in the Ha- 
Lit of a Shepherd, that Ealter ſhould be 
obſerved on the Lords Day. This man or- 
dained, that an Heretick , coming from a= 
m0ng the Jews, ſhould be baptized, Cc, 

This Hermes, {aith Fin7zxs, 1n his Notes 
on the place, ix the ſame whom 8. Paul 
ewentioneth in his Epiſtle to the Romans. 
Salute Aſyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Paz 
trobus, Hermes, &c, He was at Mans E- 
ſtate 


% 
; 


| 


ftate when S. Paul falared him. and 2 very 
o1d man ſure for a Writer of Books :n 
the time of Pins, 

Binins is not willing to have him fo 
obſcure as a Shepherd , bur ſaith, He was 
called Paitor, either becauſe he was of the 
Family of Junius Paſtor, who in the third 
year of Aarehian was Conf] ul , or more pro- 
bably, becauſe the Angel eppeared to him in 
ihe form of a Shepherd. Inthis his Gueſs 
NE is upon the brink of rezectmg the 

ontilical. Howbeir he quits 1t not of a 

2g + for inttead of nineteen years which 
the Pontifical giveth him, 2:nzms faith, be 
ſate but nine years. A {mail miſtake in 
this Learned Pontifical. 
_ Concerning the Book which Hermes 
the Shepherd wrote, he faith, Tt was al- 
z10ſt unknown among the Latiwes, but ve- 
ry famous amone the Greeks : Which was 
very ltrange , conſidering he was the 
Popes Brother : A Book made by ſo emi- 
nent a perſon, and fo near home, n= 
known among the Latines | But his mean- 
Ingis perhape, It Was QEtter known than 
raked, For a little after he ſaith, The 
Latines eſteemed it Apocry phal, as Tertn]- 
lan, Athanalius, a»d iroſper witneſs, and 
 Gelaſius decreed Can. Sanct. Dift. 15. 

New becauſe their unmannerlineſls 
doth 
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doth reficCt a little-upon the Pope him* 
{elf , who in hrs Decreral Epiſtle annex- 
ed, owns his Brother with an Honour- 
able mention of the Angelical Viſion 3 
Bzzzns to diſplay more Learning on the 
behalf of the Poxtifical, and Pins his De- 
cretal, tells you ; that the Pook of the true 
Hermes Paſtor, praiſed ſo much by Tertul- 
tian,Origen, Athanafſius,Euſecbius, Jerome, 
SC. is not now Extant. Which is evident 
C he ſaith ) becauſe in that we now have, 
there is no Mention at all of Eaſter. Nay 
the Author of it ſaith, he was admonifhed 
to deliver it to Clement the Pope, by whone 
7t was to be ſent 18 forrergnCities, They 
have as good Luck at Kome, as it they 
held Intelligence with Pargatorze. The 
Dead and they have as intimate a Corre- 
{pondence, as if the Pope knew the Way 
ro ſend his Balls thither, Here 1s another 
Forgerie dctected, by its Dedication to 
$. Clement who by no unuſua! Provi- 
dence 1s ſerved jult in his own kind, for 
he diſturbed $8. James, and another di(- 
rurbes him, in his Crave. Yet Birins Is 
very much inclined to this Opinion, for 
from hence he gathereth, it was /orge 
ante hec Tempora Scriptus, a Book writtex 
lone before the time of P10as. As no doubt 


It muſt, if it be not the ſame that was 
praiſed 
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praiſed by Tertallfan, Obie Athtna{ius 
&e, For all Forgeries muſt be of and 
True, or they are not worth a farthing. 

But how comes Terfu!lian and ath 147 4- 
ſeus,&c. to eſteem it Apocrypia), 21G vt 
"C6, praiſe i it ſo much, in the ſame Brea hg 
It is Braizs his Breath, not theirs. They 
poor men are made like Stage Pee” 5 tO 
ſay whatſoever the Poet liſtetn. Or ciſe 
| as Brnjazs obſervesthere were two | onks 
| of Hermes( though it be donble dealing 
| thus to have two oft a Sort - ) the one 
right, and the other Apocryphal. 

Burt then Gel/afrzs d1d very i!!, rhere be- 
ing two of a Sort, to conderan rhe one, 
and not tell ns of the other. And fo did 
' Tvo. Forthis Paſtor is one of the Cata- 
' lIognewe told you of inthe Beginnings, 

But Binizs has a fetch beyond this ; 
| Heteaches you a ww: ay, how to take both 
|  theie perſons tor rhe /azze man : and what 
| you may ſay 1 in defence of Fun i=1E, if you 
| fo do. However ( ſaith he) if any one be 
diſpoſed to take the = the / 14240 ws | 
Ex Sententii Illuſtri} s. Card, Baron 
cendum eſt, &c. He wa mecel,araly Fn: 
@s Baronius c2ves (is Opinion , tht they 
were two commentaries. written a cer vere 
times whereof the firfe mas more fi mous a= 
mon the Greets the later mare obſcure a- 
31 0817 
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mong the Latines. - A brave Antitheſis ? 
$0 that upon the point the Latines had 
none. The more obſcure amone the L atines 
was ogſcure every where: the more famous 
among the Greeks and the more o/[cure = 
mMorg the Latines ! The Amnritheſts 
makes a ſhew of giving vou ſome $S9- 
Iid matter, but when you prafy it in 
your hand, it turnes to Air. Unleſs per- 
haps you will learn thereby, that the 
more obſcure among the Latines was a 
Book made in an initant, by a meer Con- 
jecture and a pretty Mockery to guil rhe 
Reader, as a ſhadow at lealt of ſome 
prof that the Pontifical and the Decre. 
tals are not Lyars. 

Among other Things their Allowances 
are confiderable:for they are good honelt 
reaſonable men, and will let you'think 
what you will of the Book, fo you con- 
ſent to the main, and believe the Popes 
Supremacy. And next that, their Art of 
Tnftruction is to be weighed , Whe- 
ther it be true or no, no matter - If th 
Diſciple can but defend himiclt by a Dif- 
tinion, and efcape the Conviction of an 
Abſurdiry, it is enough 5 Bellarmire IS at 
ſuch Dicendums often. Though tis a 
Secret among themſelves, they teach their 
Diſciples What to ſay, nut What is | "ns 
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VTLal-F L2gerees, 

But Ithought we had been agreed be- 
fore, that of theſe HermeSTat leaſt was 
a Forgerie. | | 

It ſeems. by Pope P7ws hs Letter, that 
Hermes wasa Dodor,and not a Shepherd, 
for in theſe Days, he ſaith, Hermes a Doc- 
tor of the faith, and of the H. Scriptures 
| ſhined amone us. Nor of old, but iz theſe 
' Days. Yetitispretended, that the Book 
| of old was by (ome order from on high, 
' tobe delivered to Clement the Pope, by 
| whom it was tole ſent to forreign Cities. 


Notwruhitanding all their Contrivance, 


. there Wit failes them ſomerimes,, that 
are ſo.accuſtome:{ toLying. They have 
10 many Irons in the fire that ſome of 
them miſcarry. whether they will or no. 

 __, Nevertheleſs that Hermes received this 
| Commandment from the Aneel Tertuillian 
( watneſſeth , in his third Book of verſes a= 
| gainſt Aarcion ſaith Binins. IT have 
| not heard much of Tertyllian's Poe- 
| trie., I have his Works , put © forth" 
with. the Notcs of Beatus Rhenanns, and? 
cannot tind any fuch ve-/cs among ther, 
If he hath, all that B:z#i#s pretendeth out? 
of them, is that Hermes ſpake Angelical- 
Words 5, Therefore he ſaw the Angel. 


Scripture , i Not: holding the Head from 
| 1. which 
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Piug in his Decretal Epiſtle applieth this _ 


4..-—= 


Jonnts and banuls 
having nour:fyment aunſtred, and hait to- 
gether ,ancreaſeth with the increaſe of God, } 


which all the body by F 


to the Pope of Rome. Wherenpon, he 


ſaith, We inſtruct you all by our Apoſtolical. 


authority, that you onght to obſerve the 


ſame Commandments, becauſe we alſo ob> 


ſerve the ſame. And ye ought not by any 


Cobef. 24 13, 
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means to divide from the Head. 
The Commandment was givento Hey- 

mes by an Angei. Whereupon Pope Pixs 

after the firſt complement, beginneth ve- 

ry unluckily with forbidding the Religion 

or worſhippine of 4n;els, Whereas upory 
this.occai:on ſome enmnent matter ought 
to have bern {pukcn concerning Angels. 

But becauſe of the words following, he 
puts them together. Let no man beenile 

you of your reward in a voluntary bnaitity 
of worſhipping Angels, &c. Not holding 
the Head fron: which all the bedy by Joynds 
axd bands. $<c. V here he taketh off the 
Eterzal Hieaii, and puts a New one on-the 
Churches itouiders. For in theſe dayer 
Hermes 4 Dodor of the Faith and of the 
Holy Scriptnres ſhined among us -* And 
though we objerved Eafter on the foreſaid 
day, yet becaule ſome doubted, for the con- 
firming of their Souls, an Angel of the 
Lord appiured bo the ſame Hermes an the 
ſhapes 
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i 8 — nn” wes 
| ſhape of a Shepheard, and commanded hing 
that the Paſſeover ſhould be celebrated by 
all or the Lords day: Whereupon we alſo in- 
ſirui# you all by our Apoſtolical authority, 
that you oneht to obſerve the ſame Com- 
| awandments, ( Not -becauſe an Angel 
' brought them, or GOD ſent him ; bur ) 
| Becauſe we alſo objerve the ſame, and ye 
| ought not by any means to divide fromthe 
| Head. And becauſe the bulineſs is to pro- 
more the Apoſtolical Authority above all 
| the Angels, inſtcad of extolling and mags 
' _nifyingthem, which had been the natu- 
ral method on ſuch a Topick : as if he 
| wouldenervate theevidence of the An- 
gel, he biddeth them take heed, and'thar 
' diligently, leaſt any one ſeduce you, by any 
' Aſtrology, or Phrloſophy, or vaix Fallacy, 
| according ts the tradition of men -: after 
| the Rudjments of this World, and nat after 
| Chriſt's andtruec Tradition. Asif nomore 
| heeqwere to be given to an Angel, than 
to: an Afle, unleſs the Pope fralt approve 
ed the Viſion: Nor is. Philoſophy, norehe 
Tradition of men, . nor any. thing ele to 
| be valued inoppoktion to him, and his 
| rae Traaztion 5 far ir him awelleth all the 
fulneſs.of the Godhead bodily : that ye may 
be repleat ine him, who is the Head of all 
| Principalityaud Power, and who bath com- 
manded 


602 RES OE, 1 OR SES = Poo roo ES bt et IE. TE 
= TS EAR ren cr « Oe" os 19 a CAL Co he he Eon TE ne Af dee 4 ar os”: 


As E624 4s 


6.27 oe 


re ens 2 
2 WIS WH, "5 
WER. 2 


commanded this Apoſtolical See, tobe 
the Head of. all Churches. ſaying to' the 
Prince of the Apoſtles, Thou art Peter, 
and xpon this Rock will 7 build my 
Church. 

What it is to walk after Chriſt and 
trae Tradition, you may ſee Cleerly, by 
this Gjof> upon our Saviours Text. They 
that do not hold the Head, from which 
all the Body by Joynts and Bands having ' 
nouriſhment miniſtered, and knit together, 
zncreaſeth with the increaſe of God, arein 
extream peril of damnation. And our Sa- .A" 
viour who is the Head of all Principality © 
«nd Power, hath commanded this Apolto- 
lical Secto be the Head of all Churches; }|F_ 
Therefore, W hoſfoever boldeth not to _ Y-- 
this Head 1s im extream pertl of dam- _A -: 
nation. For the Pope 1s not the Head G 
of all Pr n-ipality and Power z bimſelf, {| 
but only by Derivation he is made the 
Head, &c. And conſequently, tis as 
neceliary to cleave unto him as to Chr; 
himſelf. Since he 7» whom allthe falneſs 
of the Godhead dwelleth Bodily, dwelleth 
11 his Yicar, even ass, Peter does nike 
manner. So that al[l Angels and Tradi- 
1121s of men, Reaſon, Philoſophy ec. 
e but tecble Threeds for hm that hath 
_wntudinem Potejtatis, the fulneſs of | 


Power 
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Power, and may oper the Kinedomof Mea- 
Sen to whont be will © 


_- Te 1s aCrofs Obſervation to note the 
little Authoriry ofthe Popes Cuſtome.For 
though itit was the Practice of all the 
Roman Church ro Keep Eaſter in ſuch 
a manner bctore, vet ſozre doubted, that 
is, all the / affern Churches were of ano- 
tacr Opinion : tz} an Angel came to teach 
them otherwiſe. Yet when he came, he 
mult nor be believed tor his own fake, 
\ butthe Popes:nor be obeyed for himſelt; 
{o jealous was the Pope of his Apottoli- 
cal Authoritv. | 
How weak both the Popes Anthority 
and the Angcls were, { which thus my- 
tually needed each others aftiſtance ) ap- 
peareth by the Event, for notwithitand- 
ing the Teſtimony of P7#s and the Angel, 
this Conroverſy was ictt undetermined 
er] the Nicene Council. 
It continned above 5c yeors after - 
Pope Pixs his days, Yet through all that 
confiderable Tract of time, this Tefr79- 
ny of the Angel was cited by no Body. 
Only as 0vid' makes ufe of the Cort, 
and his Crowi#1n the Morning, to intro 
duce the fable of AleFor; this wicked 
Pins maketh uſe of this Controverſy, for 
the fable ofthe Angel, But it yas a little 
"Oh __ Sulpictous 
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Suſpicious that the Azge/ ſhonld appear 
to no body but the Popes Zrother, and the 
matter be publiſhed by no body but the 
Pape himſclf. It ſmelleth of the Forge 
out of which it came, being proved by the 
Fontifical of Pope Damaſss 
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CAP. XVIII. 


- 


A Letter fathered on Cornelius Biſbop of 
Rome in the year 254. concerning the 
Rewoval of the Apoſtles Bomes : giving 
Evidexce tothe Antiquity of many #o- 
piſh DoGranes, but is it ſelf a F 8reery. 


Hc forgery made in the Name of 
P:xs, 15 fitted to the year 138. 

You fball now ſec one made in the Name 
oft Cormel:ys Biſhop of Rome in the year 
254. 100. years after the former except- 
:ug four. Not as if there were no fargeries 
Letween ths and thar, there 1s ſcarce a 
year apon which they have not faſtned 
ſome thing, but ſhould we trace them all, 
through the weary Length of ſo many 
Ages, our Travail would be Endleſs. We 
have choſcn one, or two, as Exemplarsof 
the reficuc. 


T3 191d; 


SESLE: FIRST E FISTLE. 
of Cornelius the Pope. 


Concer*iins the dna ans of the Eg- 
aics of fEter and I $4 Vc. | 
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molt Befoved Erocthren, the Sons 
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of tne Holy Church of God. and to a! if 


them 'rhat Serve ou: Lord in che right 
*Tarth; 
- © Conſidering the Benevolence of your 
Chatiry, becauic ve arc overs of rhe 
* Apoltles and hold (heir | ith and Lo- 
*Ctrine, I determined 40 write unto 
you, ' the Lord being ihe Author) ſame 
*of thofe things which arc at this time ne- 
ceſtary to be Known, and which theLord 
© affilting, by the Merits of the Apoalitles, 
* were lately done among us in theChurch 
*Of Rome, orarenow m Doing, Becauſe 
* Charity patron! -:ng, | believe with fa- 
*therly Grace, Ve wILINgty TeceIve £1: 
* Writings of the Apoitolicai Sce, anc! 
preform. the Commandments cf thc 
wt ame, a: ad re{overein the [noreaſes there- 
Of, Becauſe whoſoever engraticsgtim- 
 telf inthe root of Charity, neither iail-'s 
* of Greatnel>, (mec afrud ws 1narc (13 ) 
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©<nor waxes vain from fruit, neither does 
© he by Love lole the Efficacious Work 
© of truitfulneſs. For Charity it {elf docs 
Wuencile 1 the Hearts of 'the faithful, cor- 
roboratcs their Senſes , that nothing 
© {eemeath Grizyous, nothing difficult, but 
© all is cafy whichis done 2 while 1ts pro- 
© pe'ty is tonourith Concord, to keep the 
© Commandments, to joyn things aiſleye- 
© red, to correct Evil things, and to con- 
<{\liCate all other vertucs by the Bulwark 
* of -tts perfection. 
* Wheretore | bckeech you-to rejoyce 
* with us, bccaule by the Entreaty of a 
© certain devout Woman, and molt noz 
ble Miatren Lucina, the bodies of Peter 
*and Pan] were lifted out of the Cata- 
© CUmDE. And tir{t of all, the Body of 
* the Blutted Pani was carried with Silence 
* and put in the Grounds of the forclaid 
* Matron , intlic Olttentian Way, neer to. 
* that Side where he was beheaded. But . 
*atterwatds we re CELV ed the Body ofthe 
* Bicti.d Peter, the Prince of the Apo- 
* tes, and par: y pla.cd 1t necr the 
* Pace where he was . crucified ,amorg the 
© Bdics Of the H, Bilnops, Inthe I cmple 
© 6t Apollo,in tl.c golden Mountain, in the 
© Vatican of Nero's paJace; the tinrd day 
*vuf the Ca end, of Jaly : praying as 
an 
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* and our Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, that theſe his 
* holy Apoſtles interceding , he would 
* purge away the Spots of our Sins, and 
* keep you 1n his Will al! the day es of 
| "your Life, and make you pcrſeve -rablc 
| <©1n the Fruit of Cood works. Put ce ticat 
f *Fercjoice together for rheſe things « Be- 
*caule the Holy Apoltles themſelves alfo 
* rejoice together for your joy. Pratle 
* Fe God alwaics, and he hey be glorificd 
* in you. For it 15 written, What tha'll re. 
*turn unto the Lord, for 2 21l hc hath re- 


( * turned to me? 1 willtake up the Cup of 
*Salvation, and call upun the Name ot 
* the Lord. 


In this tirft part of the Epiſtle comcern- 
ing the Tran L1tion of the Bo: " rec of the B. 
Apoſtles, Peter: and * ?aut; the OS is 
| youto wit of his tori nancls and 
caarity to the Dead, as JH, > of his d&c- 

votion and reverence towa! He tac Re: 
hcks of fach glorious Saints. . 

Whcercia firſt of all, he would have ks 
gratitude towards hos biokicd Foun- 
ders of the Roxzun See made COnfhicunys 
it being a thing meet to be publiſhed H 
the World over. 45 it 1s 1n n-{t 7: Al 
manner here, by Decret al Epiſe tle. 3.66 
does intimate the veneration dnc to Re. 
I1CKS, cipecially thoſe of {i:ch ELOVIQOYyS 
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Roman Foros; 
Saints, as Peter and Pant, 2. He gives 
nsro know that the Tranſlation of their 
Bodies from one Crave to another was 4 
watter of ſuch moment, that it was Prg- 
dam ex his qua nurc tc 'mMyori.s ec efjarid 
(rt '# Pp: i bir?. 97 19 F'Z c -(7 dayes, FPE effa- | 
Ta 7 tg be buoy. 4 T bart the merits of 
| c 
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wy 1 :->d ro aſhſt and 
bick te CEO Ro 'n al her Dn- 
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Saints are to rejoice forum benefit done 
tothe Church of Kowe : 'That the bodies 
of the moſt bleſſed Apoſtles being too 
diſhonourably buried before , turned to 
the greater joy of the Church, which oa 
—_—_— had loſt chis occaſion of Feſtivi- 
. If you ask, how it was poſlible they 
ould be interred ſo glorionſly in the days 
of Decizs a bloudy Perſecutor ? It was 
at the intreaty of Lacins, a noblc Ma- 
eron, of which kind there are fYome al- 
wayes that have a great influence in the 
Church of Kowe. T hat Pcerer was buried 
in the Goluem Mount arm 15 aprel __ 
Succetiors glory. That the Biſbors 
Rowe, were evcn in the Height ot — ch 
iſme ( and 14olatry ) buried im the Texmpie 
of Apoiis : That Percy wan burned in tf ec 
or four Places & Once ' cvoeny the #:bor 
4 Rome, ow the Temp /. of Apryilc in the 
» Abaators, 4 i» tht Fitiion if 
Nees F atore 4 & lite beteire Cor ar ite 
hb Martyrdume, on the Ms Raton 
of up 
i you will A het $5 WS 
yer farther, tie holtneh of 1 oe Xt 
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EA NICE 71H [Hat F51 O wares and Brcvia® 
rtf. 7 at roterve be Keeps t:ir a Starting- 
iocitin, but irwill vt go. He Qeht 
f4y. it Was part 192 WH.20Ut tail controver- 
tre, becane the Hom 17 = Atirrolegic anc 
Erer3irmes ware works of urkn \clt,mace 
11 Sevret by the! Er Authority: Bur js 
It 2cintumed witli out a cuntroverlie, 

Won CXCCCUTHS #8? ANY of ts. e #2 jt "ORE 
filewn erdouunrur to prove it; Ads to be 

< IUYTLOUS & flroing At CHHICHES E E COCK Ve - 
neral [: Antiquit it jelf froht frergly for 
Joc tl . COMmMpellirse a4 heverentce [rom ihe 
wrwilling by its Majefiy; or is it by the 
C0 
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 abſard ſhould be ow ned, to the digrace 


ofall Martyrs, Synods, an Conncils. 

And were it net for the Claw; of the 
wonder, the Roman Martvrologies, whoſe 
credit muſt be ſaved, it vw-culd be my laſt- 
Ig amazement. 

Birizs is fo ſtiffe in dela this 
Councii , that in the next words he 
chargeth iznorance on S. Auguſtine tor 


' not underſtanding it. 


Love and Hunger will eat through 


ſtone walls. His Zeal for the Church ot 


Rome, and its Direful neceflity , makes 
him to defend this Council in the Raman 


Martyrologies, againſt an apparent falle- 
R — hood 


© nor waxes vain from ran” neither does 
© he by Love loſe the Efficacious Work 
* of truitfulneſs. For Charity it ſelf does 
cexerciſe the Hearts of 'the faithful, cor- 
© roboratcs their Senſes , that nothi 
© ſcemcth Grizvous, nothing difficult, bur 
© all is eaſy wh chis done; while its pro- 
© perty 1s tonouriHn Concord. to keep the 
< Commandments, to joyn things difleye- 
© red, to correct Evil things, and to con- 
«{\liCate all other vertues by the Bulwark 
* of its perfection 
© Wherefore I befcech you. to rejoyce 
* with us, bccaule by the Entreaty of a 
© certain devout Woman, and molt noz 
© ble Matron Lwucina, the bodies of Peter 
< ind Paul were lifted out of the Cata- 
*trumbez. And firſt of all, the Body of 
*the Bloited Pan was carried with Silence 
aad put in the Grounds of the foreſaid 
* Matron , inthe Olttenſfian Way, neer to 
* thar Side where he was beheaded. But 
* afterwatds we received the Body of the 
* Bictied Peter, the Prince of the Apo- 
*ltes, and decently pla-ed It neer the 
* place where he was crucified, amorg the 
* B21C> Of the H, Bilnops, 1nthe Temple 
* of Apollo,in tle golden Mountain, in the 
« Vaticanof Nero's palace ;; the third day 
*of the Ca end, of July : praying _ 
an 


Noman Fornertes, | 
* and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that theſe his 
© holy Apoſtles interceding , - he would 
* purge away the Spors of our Sins, and 
* keep you In his Will all the dayes of. 
| © your Lifc, and make you perſcverable 
j ©1n the Fruit of Good works. Put ce ticat 
| *yerecjoice together for rhefe things - Be- 
*cauſe the Holy Apoltles themiclves alfo 
* rejoice together for your joy. Pratle 
* Fe God alwaies, and he ſhali be gloriticd 
© in you. For it 1s written, What {ha'll re. 
*rurn unto.the Lord, tor all hc hath re- 


f *turned to mc? 1 willtake uv the Cup of 
* Salvation , and call upun the Name ot 
* the Lord. | 


. Inthis firſt part of the Epiſtle comcern- 
ing the Tranſlution of the Bodies of the B. 
_ Apoſiles, Peter and Yaul, the Pope docs 
| you to wit of his wonderful kindnels and 
- caarity to the Dead, as alto of his dt- 
votion and reverence towards tne Re: 
licks of ſach glorious Saints. 

Whercia fir{t of all, he would have his 
oratitude towarcs thote bicticd Foun- 
ders of the Roman Sec mace confbicunys, 
, it being a thing meet ro be pubilihed al 
the World ovcr. as it 18in moſt folemin 
manner here, by Decretal Epiſtle. 2. He 
docs intimate the veneration duc to Re- 
Iicks, cfpectally thoſe of ſuch glorioys 
oi | EL 1eis.s 


Saints, as Peter and Peat. * 


Bodies from one Grave to another ws a 
matter of ſuch moment, that it was'P#e- 


dam ex his que HMC Hy weceſſuPia 


6 dayes, meoeſſa- 


fn e774 ſerv = if ane int 


Z to be REOP7. Thar the merits. ot. 
the Avroliies mo he God ro afhft .and 


bile the CEnrch of Rome in all her Di- 
mes. 5. That God was the Author of 
thols f; TOjg which he wrote tinto therh : 

A CcOore & A I faith, Decrezt vabis ſers- 
qe fas inthore. 6. That all 'the 
World did even " Cornelins dares, and 
upward, to thy ime of S ClemenFand S. 
Peter, Scribtt ſod:s ; Apoolice ibirtyy Tu- 


5 Willing Fe. e700 the Writings of 


the A; ojtolical Yee, Ob ey its commands, 
and rcfoire in its increaſes, Forthe Romldn 
Church is alwaic s tncreafing tr Ti 2dirion, 
Lodrine, Wealth, ec. 7. Thar Love 15 
{2 excelent an nerediont! that Uke Salt 

icmuſt ſeaſon vl] things. efirecrally this © - 


piſtle, Becauſe 1t cov -rcth a multitude of 


favirs « I he Cont: meh !at! '0n Of it erher- 
W ts COTNC 2 117 i VCTY Fo yTTOFOT! ;fiy, 4 Ute 
porta ng, rothe roy of removirs "the: 
5 TER 
Ave tes boncs. 1 
bs t ilk! 'Catle rs ; many otner i TR 


cninthis firtle part of ft 2 AS After aj) 
vain! 


2. He gives” 


usro know that the Tranſlation of their 
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Saints are to rejoice for an 
tothe Church of Home: | 


at the 


diſhonourably buried before , turned to 


the greater joy of the Church, which oa 


therwiſe had loſt this occaſion of Feſtivi- 
ty. If you ask, how it was poſhible they 
ſhould be imterred /o glorionſly in the days 
of Decins a bloudy Perſecutor? It was 
at the intreaty of Lacins, a noble Ma- 
tron, of which kind there are fone al- 
wayes that havea great influence in the 
Church of Rowe. T hat Perer was buricd 
in the Gol/dew MHonntain 25 a preſage of his 


Succeſfors glory. That the Biſhops of 


Rome, were even inthe Height of Pagan- 
iſme ( and Idolatry) buried in the Temple 
of Apollo : That Peter was buried in three 
or four. places at once : avzong the Biſhops 
of Rome, in the Temple of Apollo, in the 
Golden Mountain, and in the Vatican of 
Nero's Palace ; a little before Cornelins 
his Martyrdome, on the 3. of the Kalends 

If you will not believe this, confider 
yet further, the holinefs of Cornelis at- 
firming it. For while he was (ettfing 
theſe Holy Bodies, he, and the Saints of 
the Church of Kore with him, prayed 
God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that np- 
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ga, Intexce on VO thoſe Holy Apg- 
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ſtles, he wanld purge away the = of all 
them to whom he wrote; the Merits of 
the Apoſtles, and eſpecially the Intercel. 
ſion of thoſe that ſate in the Rowar Chajr 
being eſtabliſhed 1450 years ago, by tbe 
| Decretal Epiſtle of Cornelius : The Vili- 
cn of the Apoſtles, and their knowledge 


of things done npon Earth is intimated 


ſufficient!y, together with the Frineipali- 
ty and Piety of the Church of Rome, that 
was evcr a Loycr of the Saints, and a 
"V orſhipper of their Reliets. Way, 1s 

made too tor i ray ing tc Sajirts depatted : 
this Part of the Þ p: {He ending with that 

notableFaſlage oi Uavid,z/ hat ſhall Igive 
vo the Lord; for all þis Bewefi ts towards 
me ? Iwill take p the Cup of Salvation, 
ard call upon the Name of the Lord. W hich 
ſhews the honourable ute they make of 
the Scriptures. 

Now if you Enguire , , Whether this 
Epiſtle be Authentick ? you lin againſt 
the Doctrine of Tmplicit faith, and highly 
Scandalize the Church of KRozze. For 
can anv man be ſo wicked, as to belicve 
that Cornelizs, Or any other Pope ſhould 
counterfeit COD to be the Author of 
a Countcrteit ; or «turn fuch Solemn 
praiſes fer a tcignced Deliverance 3, or 
write 
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wrize Publick Admonitions\ to all 'the 
Churches in the World concerning a Lies 
.&r abuſe the Holy Scriptures z and make 
nothing of Love, but a pretexrto patch 
up,” and cover Forgery? Yet {ctus hear. 
what Bi#izs and' Buronns fry concerning 
theſe Matters. For though theEpiſtic 


ba never fo formally ſet dawn, and a Lic 


written 1m the Top, both of raeEpiltle, 
and the Page; Correiii Pape Epiſtols 
1.-. And again, The jir/f Epriftte'of Pope 
Cornelins : yea, though 5inizs faith in his 
Netes on this Epiltle, that $. Jerom wit- 
nefjeth Cornelins fo have writtem many E- 
piſtles 5 and that this therefore is undeſer- 
vedly taxed for its faith and authority; 
which has gottcn fo famous a Witneſs 4s 
Jeror, Yet after all this, ( thongh 
( among other Circumſtancesof Impor- 
tance ) it hath been laid Cownase Good 
Record by Binizs his Anceſtors) he faith, 
That it doth attribute to Cornelius the 
Tranfiation of the H. Bodics of Peter and 
Pan! from the Catatumbe, ( which 1s, if 
I miſtake not, from the mcaner Graves 
of the Common people ) 14 ex Librz 
Pontificalis Erroribus in Epiftolam irrep- 


ſeiRe, probabile, &c. That hat crept in 


into this Epiſt le, from <#10Ng the Erromnrs 
of the Pertifical, ſecmeth probable. For 
more 
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more truly that Tranſlation happened in the 
firſt Age, a little after their Paſſion : 4: 
by the teftimony of $. Gregory the Pope we 
demonſtrated above. OLE 

Surely the feet upon which this Pea- 
cock ſtands, are very Black. The pride 
of Keme 1s founded like that of the great 
Whore, on the waters at leaſt, ifnot in 
the mire. 

If you examine What, or Where this 
Teſtmony of S. Gregory 15, that over- 
throweth chis Epiſtle of Cornelins, a 
Perſon mnich more Ancient . and Au- 
thentick than himſelf ; and with what 
Circumftances, or with what form of 
words BEinins maketh uſe of the fame? 
Let your patience turn to Binirs his 
Notes on thoſe Words in the Pontif- 
cal, Hic Temporibes, &c, in the Life of 
yds and there it (hall be fatiſ- 
Ed. TO. 
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th. 9 che CAP. XIX. 
4% . 
The 5" F orgery of the Conner of S1- 
znnefla, put into the Roman Alartyrolo- 
TUgRare" How the Crty, and the name of it 


War conſunted , ( though when, no man 


'l cart tel] ) by ar Earthquake, 


M ARCELLINUS the Biſhop of 


Rome entered on his S2e abont rhe 


year 296' 1 the dayes of Diocleſfan. The 


Pontifca! inthe Life of Afercellinns tel- 
leth us, thar 4e offered incenſ: to an Taol, 
fo eſcape the wrath of tie Emperour. 

" Brnizs faith, Where Marceilinus the 
Roman Porti/ex was therefore accuſed, 


becanſe i it! the Temple af Velta and [tis, he 


' burnt incenſe, and offercd Sacrifice to Hea- 


then Imwaees and Iols, th wit, that of Ju- 
Piter and Saturn + 3CO Biſhops came toge- 
ther tn the City Sin uctia, to paſs their Sen- 
tence on the Fall of Mar 19 eb The place 
of meeting was the Crypta Cieopatrenhs, 

which fifty,one after anether could enter, it 


nt berng able to contain 15cm all, by reaſon 
of 24s ftraitne eſs, After the dic Mifeo9; of 
the Cauſe, and mea of cert aim 


Prieſis, Marce!linins the chief Biff 0p. 
prblickly confer! ns ris 872, Cioathedwtiti 
S dC 
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Sackcloath, ſpriackled with aſhes, proſtrate 
on the ground, atting Repentance, ſaid, I 
have fenned before you, and cannot be in 
the Order of Prieſts: and ſo condemned him- 
felf by his own Sentence. <Q After thoſe 
of Magdenburg , the Fneliſh Innovators 
reje@® this Convention of 300 Bifheps, as iff 
2 it were feigned by the Donatiſts. Becanſe 
T- they think it improbable, that in this 29. 
2 gear of Diocleſian, wherein the frerceſt 
Flame of Perſecution burned, and the An- 
ger of the Emperours did rage more bitterl 

aeainſt the C briftians ; thronehout all ths 
Roman world , 200 Biſhops fhould be aſ- 
ſembled together, Bin. Not, in Vit. Mar- 
cellin. 

By the way I mult tell you, that the 
Erglifh do upon ſeveral accounts, beſides 
that uf the Perſecution rejett this Council 
of Sinveſ/a, however 1t pleaſeth Binins to 
eaſe himſelf of labour , by menrioning 
only that, Neither do they faſten it on 
the Donatiſts,but the Papiſts. For though 
Harcellinns be made a Donatift in opini- 
On, his Conteflion being founded on that 
Doctrine, that no man guilty of mortal 
lin, can ( though penitent ) continue 1n 
the Order of Prieſts : Biins himſelf puts 
the Doctrine into his mouth 7 while other 
CoTrines rclaring tothe Popes Suprema- 

| CY, 


{4 
a 


a 


& 


| 


a +. wid Aw > 


———_ 


a dS. 


EX F- yy 
4 EO 2%. AR fees 1 ADD TSEL) 2a CANA 2 {CaINS 4 ; : 
bf CL nn br + ent Erie oardoly aaron Login a ett 
WS -2 = PF RD I ASSES. a BEL Rb wn, 5 EL. > Be. pk TS 2 


To 
p 


1 S$.a4 


7 ,. and other Perſons defending -this 
ounc!], ſhew plainly enough whole it 
15,notwithſtanding the preſent 43ſt which 
Biniwe putteth before our cyes. Hear him 
ON. 

But if no fear of the Perſecution of De- 
cius, faith he, could hinder ther, but that. 
about fifty years before this, as we ſaid in 
our Notes of the Roman Council beld in the 
Hnterreenm., many Biſhops of the Remoter 
Provinces, and many others neighbourine 
on Italy, and living in baniſhment, came 
together upon the Letters of the Roman 
Clergy, at Rome, and holding a Council 
there, ordained thoſe things, which the pre 
ſent neceſſity of the Church did require : 


Why ſhowutd it ſeem more diſtant fromthe 


trath, that by the moſt vigilant care of the- 
Roman Clergy , the Biſhops of Fowerge 
Churches. ſlowld be called together by. Cir- 
cular Epiftles , and no fear or Danger of 
Life deterring them, meet at the time and 
place appointed. 10 tranſa@t and decide that 
canje, of all other the moſt deplorable, in 
which not only the Roman Church, but the 
whole Chriſtian Keligion was brought into 
the greateſt Hazard , wherein the whole 
Foundation of the Church was ſbaken, in 
the fir if Biſhop of the Catholick Faith, and 
almo3F utterly overthrown # L 

Biniue 
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{Riad you —— contiiaks -"_—_ 
that Aercelizrus did: offer | Ince a 
Idol : and that the Gates of Hell had well 
nigh. prevailed againtt S. Peters+ Qhaiwaih 
the Idolatry of his Apoitate Suecefion. 
That theretore they might imitate. Gud, 
though the perverſe way, in bringing Good 
out of Evi} : the matter 1s ſoneart 
dercd, that the Ball rebouncern higher 
by its Fall ; the Weakneſs of Afarrveits> 
2w increafes the Popes power, and hits 
grace is turned to his Greater Glory. 
His {hp is made the eſtabliſhment. ofallhms 
Succetiors. For a Counci} of 30e.'Vi- 
lvops is raiſed up, by the Invention of 
the Papiſts, which do all of them moſt 
humbly beſeech the Curilty Pope to cone 
—_ himſelf, and De ng Cor- 
ent,that the Sovercign BilbopoftheTity 
ck Rome can et Ly by nobedy. 
For ont of thine own mouth th fats be 


juſtified, and out of thine own wdurh thin 
fhatt' be condemned. It is an\ important 


Point : and no witnefs fit ro beloſt, thay! 
siveth Teftimony thereunto, o 
Concerning this Council tharefore;om 
the Words ad@ « Omnia. ] he e9ry _—_ 
exceedins many among the ; 
of men, have Ken. fo' 


AGs to be Spuriont, and of bo wt, 
« trul y 


POLE Se ©” EO OI ye” 

en Bo We 11, te 8 ES "INEWS >») E- #0 . 

EA CES Os il nr $ 7 $48 

Ef od "0M 4 k 
[ AF RT " 


9 the 6g 4 be would 
| er #0 Nats than @ Device of the 
| Domdtifts, cxanningly contrived that the 
Name of Marcelliwis, well acct pted of a- 
awong all the Azcients, and bad in great E- 
| lee, fhonld be defamed © We nevertheleſs 
. comceine the ſame At 5, to be not only not 
Commentions, or forged, to be aſcribed to 
"the Deratiſts ; but rather to be bad in 
great Vencratian, beth becauſe venerable 
Antiquity it felf fighteth Sharply fer theer, 
compelling « Reverence cuen from the wn- 
willing by its majeſty : and becawie. by the 
Commen A{/ent of all, being believed. Pr. 
hath hbitherte been received, and without 
all.C emtroverſy maintained inthe Ancient 
ies and BEreviaries beth of the 
Romar, and other Churches. Baron. In 
—_ Tow. 10. Ad banc Annum. 
© here, that as Sarier, and Finive 
and Jeroen, fo even the Romar Church 
hath it If received this Council mto 
her pureſt Records, her Sacred Martyro- 
logies , and Atajj- chuoks; or Breviaries. 
Which i isarealon above all other reaſons, 
campeling Bir. and his tellowes, Be- 
} rexiawn, Labbc, aud the Colle&78 Regia, tO 
' embrace this Ceunctl. For it cangot his 
rejected without Prejudice to the Autho- 
ray ofthe Zewar Chair. \V bich as it clears 


ROLES the 


awe ſs 4 dais 's <6 ave theerue 
Authors of this Conrneort: 2 {ug 
For though it be more than priebuble; 
that ſome pitiful barren Head, vor ef} 
Scnce and Learning, did at fir compoſe 
it, outof the aticction he had to the'$ee 
of Rewe : Yet as in Treaſon all arePrin- 
cipals, fo here the Receiver is a+ bud” ts 
the Thief. The Roman Church by aiding 
and abetting this Abominationy-+ hath 
made it her own: Be it forged vn whar . 
cmpty Shop. it will, the bath _— 
It T© a Stars, by fixing i tin her 
rologies : The Chair is: defiled mitheehe 
Forgery it. hath adopted: and the-Pope 
hath made jt as much his.- as if 1t wrt been 
the liflue of his own Brain... + \- Avia 
Being therefore it cannot: now-beode. 
ſerted, withoutdiſcovering thet /biwwefirt 
Secrets of the Roman Churcb;. Bibs We 
a good Son endeavours to mamntdins iS: 
bue with fuch 111 ſucceſs, that he thirhes 
her more by miſcarrying in the cMters 
PTIZE. ” 
Firſt he ſaith, Exceeding: hays "ie 
mong the moſt learned of men, bave emder- 
woxred to prove thoſe AiFs to be'ſpurions,' 
By theſe voſt learned of Mem hemeans the 
Papiſts, nt the Protetjants'> Sothat' e#- 
ceeding 


or Council; "Ieftrhe Chair 
jronryy = too much diſpraced with the 
reproach of Atarcel{;zxs. 2. He faith, They 
| thaveendeavuonred to prove theſe 48s tobe 
 Jpurions truly by ſtrong Arguzrents:He con- 
| feſſerh the Arguments to be\trong againſt 
it: And herehevarics alittle from himſelf: 
fur belides the Perſecution of Decrus,there 
arecArguments and {trong onesto, againlt 
this Council; which he betore concealed. 
| Nor de the Emeliſi Innovators only, but 
| the Papiſts aifo , and the moſt }carned a- 
mong them write againſt it. Whar Ar- 
guments then doth Zizizs bring to de- 
fendit? His Opinion, Antiquity, Gene- 
ral Confent, and all reſolved into the Ro- 
OO man Mertyrolag 7. As for the firſt, his Nez 
| wenfwlcſs Tconceive, will not do, againſt 
Arguments, Antiquity; which 1s 
the tecond, ſtands upon other mens Legs, 
and ſpeaks by other mens Mouths : She 
may be painted like a Woman, but 15 
of neither Sex- And though Bizizs would 
perſwade us, that She fighteth in perſon 
| very ſharply for the Counc1}, you can ee 
| nothing but her Name, and his Taik of 
| her Majelty. She wanted the tongue of 
the Learned', and is a dumu Champion. 
[25 General Conjent | is diſturbed by thoſe 
| R ex 
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exceeding many moſt Learned men, Of 
which he had 4ucken before, that endea- 
vonred to prove tele gt(ls to be fpaurions. 
They come out of rheir Graves with 
ftrone Arguments, tt) diſorder the communt 
Aljent of all, by which it is beleived. tO 
deiile the 1/jefty of Antiquity, by which 
It is aſlerted, anc to repiove Birins for a 
Lyar, who faith, that 7zt bath hitherto 
been received, and without all Controver- 
fe maintained. Nor is he a Lyar onely, 
but contradictcth himſelf, and fooliſhly 
beu raycth his cefign,, while he ſhufles 
and cuts uron ail occalions, 

Put perhaps you will fay his meaning 
is. It ir without all Co:troverſte maintain- 
ed inthe RovianMMarty ologres and Brevia- 
105, T ivat reſerve be keeps for a Startine- 
boiethen, but it will rot do. He Qght 
fay. it was part 142 Without ali Controver- 
fic. becoute the Keen fartyrolegzes and 
Brez;2rmes ware work: of Earkneſs,mace 
i1 Sceret by the Popes Authority: But is 
it aaintaived witiout all controverlie, 
W 11 BeEXEE ea Ho MARY of '4 .C 4H oſt Learned 
Aten endec:uour to prove its Ads to be 
*1rious by flrong Argaments LOC: ve- 
neralle Antiquity i jelf fight ſharply for 
them , compelling a Keverence from the 
unwilling by its Majeſty or is it by the 

C01 = 


" common Aſſent of We itiovent: when ex- 
ceeding many endeavour to refute it? As 
for 'the Roman 1/:rtyrologies, it Ss no 
wonder it ſhould lie quiet in thern. None 
were' by but the Ae&ors - only , when 
the Council was put im : and if by dx- 
ſembling the fraud, it De m2 rintarned 
there, 1£1s no great but neſs, Bart rhere- 
1t is, and that is ſuc ne. — 
For my part cor! d not have belicy- 
ed. that = ads Or ::m7 OUN cr Sober man, 
could ever reckoi ſuch an horrid piece 
of Barbariſm for a Conveet: : vad I not ſeen 
it with my own eyes 1n the Author, it 5 
ſo much againſt all reaſon, thata thing to 


abſurd fhould be owned, to the diHgrace 


ofall Martyrs, Synods , anq Councils. 
And were it not for the Clavz- of the 
wonder, the Roman Martyrologies, whole 
credit muſt be ſaved, it would be my la(t- 
ing amazement. 


Binrixs is ſo ſtiffe in detending this 


Council , that in the next words he. 
chargeth ignorance on S. Auguſtize tor 


' not underſtanding 1t. 

Love and Hunger will eat through 
ſtone walls. His Zeal for the Church of 
Kome, and its Direful neceſſity , makes 
him todefend this Council in the Romar 


Martyrelogies, againlt an apparent falſe- 
R 2 hood 


p51 


 -Koman fomeries. | 
hood in the bottom of it, againſt very 
many moſt learned men, againſt all: the 
barbarou: and intoHlerable Nonfence and 
Tautologies therein, againſt the Killing 
Circumſtance, that there was no ſuch 
Cicy or Crypt at leaſt in' the World, as 
well as againſt the Impoſhbility of cal- 
ling it, on his own Principles; Belides all 
which, the vanity of its Delign, andthe 
Abſardity of its meeting on fuch an oc- 
calion , 1s ſufficient to detect it. 

The Lye inte bottom of it 1s in thoſe 
Words, Cum ect in Bello Perſarum.” This 
Council was convened,as the Title fſhew- 
eth, whe Dioclelian was in his War with 
the Perſians, Upon theſe words Bins 
ſaith, Hec nifs emendentur falſa ſunt, Ec. 
© Theſe Words be falſe unleis they be 
* mended ©: for fince Exſebims, and divers 
* others witneſs , that Driocleftam in-thas 
* 20. Ycars othis Reign develſted himf{elf 
* of the Empire, and which 1s more, two 
*yrars beforc triumphed at Rome with 
bis Collegue Aaximianse, tor having 
© conguercs? the Periians 5 how Epray 
you could |: this year be going forth 
* with bis Arn: y againit the rerllans. 

This js one reat::11 more, tor which the 
Brriters of Alsrdenburg, and the Exglifh 
Tunouutors, 25 1c is Ficaled to ſtile rhem, 


rcject 


"reject hay Council. Another is contained | 
in Bixins his Notes on the word Sinaeſ/a , 
num. ]*Socalled from the City Sinne//a 1N 
© aceftain.Crypta whereof, called C leopa- 
© txenſir, they came together ſecretly: to 
« (hunthe Sword of the raging Gentiles. 
© For whereas men dcubt', whether any 
© (ach City was ever in the World, he pros 
© ceedethito tell us, that it is n2t to be ad- 


* mired at al.that there 1s nO mention mace 


either of this Ciry,or ſuch aCryete,tn any 
«therWriters.nor at leaſt the imallettme- 

*mory of this Place to be tound: Since we 
* know that by greatEarthquakes,not on- 
<y mountainsand plainshaveloſt their Si- 
© tuation and Name, but the Deſolation of 
{ame molt ampleCitics hath bin alſomade- 

| Tt 1s an valucky Chance that - this 
City ſhould be {fwall»wed up by an 
Earth-quake : As ominous moſt as the 
Burning of the Nicen? Canons bv the 4r- 
rians, "hat other Placc have been laſt 
we know : but no man knoweth that this 
City was loſt, nor is 1ze lesſt memory of 


7t to be ſonia, ie 5s fuch Srrange 


Accidents being the fitceſt Themes for. 
the Trumpet of Famous ſuch a Rarity 
had made it more remarkavle, than itit 
had contim:ec| until] this Day: Since Aſir- 
vels chictly buſy the Pens of Hiſtorians. 
That 


Sy: 
3. 3 


 ſtakenout of atibBooks by 21 Farthquake., 


That they thoald boiler or Its Cd be 


13 the greateit 2/racle Story dothatlord. : 
Inſerting the Notes of Peter 'rabh and 
Stirims, he gIvet\ us another reaſon tos 
which we reject that Cutnci, Be pleafs 
c:{ iO Jook back on Peter Crab, anci there 
vous fhall fee his Premomition beginning 
thus, Becavfe of the intolerable and too 
t00 Wievors Depravntor of the Copies, 
Fc, The ColleFio HRegra bath rejedted 
the old ones. and for the ſmoother Con-: 
vevarce of that Council hath left them 
both .our, and recorded only the fajle 
ne that was made in their Stead, 80 
may it come ro patls in time, that all the 
Barbarifmes ſhall be forgotten, and the- 
well-mended butSpuriousCopy be taken 
tor rhe trne Record. They reject the old 
one for their Nozſerce, and we i/errs tor 
Its Novelty. x 
SUrias. whoſe Premonition to the Kean 
der Bintus referveth til] after tire Conn- 
cil, yteideth vs another reaſon where- 
upon We rule It, Irs pretty to ſee 
the Hypocriſy wherewith he admires 
the Care and Diligence Of 1ts firſt Come 
ptlers, notwithitanding the Depravations 
2nd Corrnptions Cs the fume. Forhetella 
eth ns, Tt ſecired mot good ta the * ColleFt- 
or, 


mentioned Trifles, which our forefathers 
have with fo much Laboxr and Diligence 
loft ww. That 1s ({ when you pull of the. 
maſt. wkichPeter Crab the Colic@or. ont 
of ſome idle Monk or other. fer ON 
work by the Church of Rome, was pleaſed 
to record, for the intereſtefthat Chair ) 
thongh thoſe tttle Triffes, Ihe i» tolerable 
Difference and Depravation of the, Copies 
woutkd otterw - have hin Jered Im. 
The reafoyn why he defenderh it, moves 
us to reiect If, Por tic, who being £y -7l- 
ONS for the Briſ1o9 of it TE: a C 0#7 Spice theſe 
things fo be feiemec F by tt -ofe TY 20 ral 
the Ape) tolical gee © as if itn vere mawrorthy 
of ts We AÞ0 tolicaþ © Ch tv. thit in great 4 B,;- 

ſhop ſhonld be hroacht to #6 firait a Pajr, 
as to Sacrifice nyto Ldaols \ ſeem little to re- 
membey owp Peter Denial did not hurt 
hims or t':1t there fs Je ar one fhe Amoets 
over ore vyinner tout repentelt ; or that 
this very Marecliinas afterw ardr con: 


ftantly met his Deathfor the lake of Chrijt; 


and according tothe Provert, feunot man- 
fully after be ran away. However it be, 
0 Reader. we world not have that concea!- 
; . . 4 
ea from thee, whi-h we have fonnd in the 
Monuments of th? Ancients, leaving the 
Trath of” this to the Records themieives, 
age 


or. to paſe over theſe ings for the fore= p,.., cat 


and not pl tn any mans Sentence 
by our Opinion, His Keaton why it may: be 
held for a gaad and true Record, isithe 
ſafety of the Roman Chair notwithſband- 

ing it ſhould bethought ſo. And one ofthe 
Reaſons why we fo greatly fulpe& them, 
1s that very behaviour : The advintage 
of the Roman See being the only Touch- 
{ſtone among them, of Records and For- 
geries, By this very example you ſce, 
that men as wiſe as Bzn7us leave the Coun- 
cii Loubtful z and by his Teſtimony you 
hnd that ma any Romaniſts renounce it - 
So. may you diſcern by the Crookedncls 
of their Rule, that they arc fit to beſuſ- 
pected. Itisa very great Secret and wa- 
rily to be diſcovered, agd that tonone 
but friends ! but they thi arczealous for 
the Biſhop of Rome, thape their Opinions 
by their Aﬀections. Some that are zeca- 
lous, conceit thoſe things to be feigned, 
becauſe they think it unworthy of the Apa- 


ftolical Chair, that ſo great a Biſhop Hanks 
ſacrifice to Idols, While ſome of them, 


that are zealous too for the Biſhop of Rome, 
becauſe they reizember how Peter's deni- 
al did not hurt him , and know that the 
fear of the former might calily be remoy- 
ed with pretence>s crow , think 1t better 
to tetain this Council. For there is joy 
4n0ne 
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. axorg the angels for a Sinner that repert- 


| ethsiand Marcellinns's Martyrdome is as 
e | +glorioustothe Char, as his Fall was dif- 
[- | efn!. The one are afraid of the Popes 
[= Tafathibiliry , and- becauſe they think 
1, | theiFall of Marcellinus in that reſpect 
E too dangerons to be recorded , would 
- | fuppreſsthe Council : The other are zea- 
- | Jousof the Popes Supremacy , and be- 
cauſe they would exempt him from all 
= Superiours, and make hm uncapable of 
1 being: judged by any, record the Connz 
cil. And which 1s the Wiſcſt, that 1s the 


s * Queſtion: Not what is true, but what is 
= expc<dient 2 Whi'e their Judaments are 
- formed not according to Things, but con- 
> þ} | Vemencics. 


| » + Anqther reaſon why we reject this 
;{\ + Councib is becauſe it containeth a Dn- 
{ &«trine, which notrne Record of Antiqut- 
| ty teacheth : but wherewith the Forge. 
| ries before laid open do cextream 
abound. And here the behaviour of $#y- 
rins 1s alittle further to be noted, He a- 
; vers that he found theſe things in the 
Monuments of the Ancients, and yet isfo 
daſht, zþat be leaves the truth of them ts 
| the Records themſelves. What Records, 
| what Monvments, what Ancients can theſe 
be, thatare fit to be ſuſpected 2 He will 
not 
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nOt prejudicate any uans Sentence by hi bo 


Opremion. Which 1s apicce of Liberaliry 
in a-opit, that imolies fome cxtraordt- 
nary Carte not to be uttered, 

Another rea'on of our oppoling ir, \is 
becauſe it ſo notorioutly wreſteth the H. 
Scriptures. That Flace which is fpoken 
of the gemeral Account, which al men 
muſt give at the Day of judgement. being 
applicd in particular, to theve that no 
man may condemn *the Pope. Out: of 
thine own Mouth thou ſhalt be juſtified, 
Cc. Which being the Sole foundation on 
witch they lay any fitrefs, 1s with-ſormuch 
ridiculous Babling repeated, that it would 
tnrn a mans Stomack , and make hiem 
lick to peruſe 1t. 

But the Impeſltbility of the Thing'i Is an 
Argument ad Hominem , that may | per- 
haps be more convincing. For as they 
hold that no man may condemn a Pope, 
Se do rltey hold that noman, but he, can 
call a Council. And though fur Fornr- 
ſake they aſcribe the Power of Calling 
Councils, in the Vacancy of the Sec, to 
the Roman Clergy ; yct when aPope 
is Alive, they wutterly deny It to them, 
orany ciſc : Becauſe the Pope is Supreme, 
and be he Good or Bad, ran ve jurvged by 
wone. By what Authority then did the 
Roman 
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Romar: Clergy call this Council, before 
the Pope was judiciatly depoſed. If 
the Roman Clergy take upon them» to 
condemn him before ke is heard, his Con- 
dition: is worſe than that of other men. 
If they prefume to, ca!] a Council before 
he is condemned, they uſurp his Antho- 
rity, and at mdepencent:y to the pre- 
judice of the Chair, in fuch fort as was ne- 
ver heard of; there being no Preſident 
or Copy bur this, of inch a Proceeding. | 
Thongh the Fope were a Criminal, yet 
every one muſt not judg him. T fup- 


i 


poſe rhey will Confeſs there have been 
many wicked Popes, yet while the Pope 
1sa Pope, no man witnou: his Authority 
may call a Council. Ihe thing 1s 
impofiible therefore m t ſelf. For he 
mult Firſt be condemned. before a Coun- 
cit could be called to condemmhim ; and 
before he could be condemned, the 
Council muſt be called. Which would 
ſeem among Protcitants a Contradiction, 

Fhe Ablurditic of the Plot, is ano- 
ther reaſon wiy we rcjet it. Three 
hundred Biſhops in a perſecution adven- 
ture their Lives to meet together, up- 
on'an unwarrant able Call before the 
Pope was convicted as a Criminal, and 
without knowing whether he would 
come 


come to 'Judgment; though certainly 
knowing that none conid compel him, 
convene him before them. 1 hey pro- 
duce one Day 14. Witneiles, another 
Day 44. And care 1s taken, according 
to the Decree of the Fyiloens Brevis: 
tocompleat the number of 72. Watnef- 
fes : And when all ts done, they con- 
felie they have no Power to condemn 
him. The Abſurdities are not eaftly 
fathomed. How groſs was it for the 
Roman Clergy to cail a Council for the 
Depoling of a Pope, whom they before 
knew nothing could condemn but his 
own Sentence ! How abſurd, tor them to 
judg the Pope, whom they continually 
tecach no man can judg ? How much 
more abſurd for the Council to meet 
to depoſe him, who if he were pleaſed | 
to declare their Sentence null,.all was 
In vain? It is juſt as if a Rebelliows Parlia- | 
ment ſhould meet on their own Heads, | 
to call their King to account, upon pre- 
tence of his Crimes. Ifthis be admit- 
ted, all muſt be Diſorder and Confuli- 

on in Kingdom. 

If his Ingenuity had led 57» to depoſe 

himſelf, without giving all theſe Bilkops 
the trouble, he might have done it. at 


home. That he wanted Ingenuity, Res 
L1al, 
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nial- of the Fact (before the Council) te- 

ſtifieth. Whereupon I wonder what 
brought him thither , or what Miracle 
made him ſtand before the Bar, at his 
Tryal? But had he not denied the Fact, 
the Ceremony had been loſt of producing 
ſeventy and two Witneſſes. Which rela- 
tion to the putid Forgery of the Ppzlo- 
gus Brevis, as yet unmade, utterly mars 
the buſineſs. 

The Council it ſelf is the greateſt ey 
dence againlt it ſelf in the World. If yon 
Pleaſe to pive your felt the trouble of 
reading it, either in Peter Crab, Or Sari- 
#5, Or Nicolinus, or Bewius, and Compare 
!t with the Letters of Pope Sylveſter and 
the Nrcere Council, recorded afterwards, 
you will find reaſon to believe the very 
lame Dxrce made them all. Thole three 
being . the abſurdeit pieces, that ever 
were ſeen with learned eyes. 

Fora Talte of this, take but the begin. 
ning of the two old pretended Origt- 
nals, A. and C. to let go the third, which 
being made by latter men, 1s nothing to 
the purpolc. | 

A. \ ON 
Dioclefiano & Maxi» Cam multi in 1314 ſud 
midno Auguſtis. Cam eſperſu meniis ſue vacil- 
mwelli wn vita ſud aſpa- hitate manticoantur, 01 +- 
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fi mectir ſue vacilitate gine , dicentes , quod de 
mentichbaatur,ori. ine di- corum Superſtitionem Ua- 
centes,quod Dern $a mis ſuper ſentirent , & 
peritatio vanitas ſuper ſe ad $ ucritcaadium 60> 
ſentirent, & ad Sacrift- dem tempore multi 4- 
candum e9 TCM pure inulti ducerentur per pecum- 
z1ducerentur pcr piernm- am ut thurtficareat Di - 
am, ut Sacri/iciret Di- irs Marcellinus 2taque, 
#. Marcellinus itaque, Oc. 


, 


EC. 


Take which you will, and try to con- 
ſtrueit; you will fird it impoſhble: yet 
In this Dialect he holdeth from end to 
end. Many things more we might {peak, 
but we {tudy brevity. 
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Divers things premiſed in order , firſt to 
the Eſtabliſhment , and then to the Re- 
utation «of Conſtantine's Donation 3 
the firſt by Bintus, and the latter by the 
Anthor. The Forgeries of Marcellus , 
Pope Euſebius, and Binius opened, 


Arcellus a Roman ſate five years, fox 
moneths.and tr 'nty one days, faith 
the Pontifical. He ſucceeded Afarcell;- 
75. There are two Decretal Epiltles a- 
{cribed ro him , and both counterfeit : 


The 


- 
by 
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{The one 1s coneerning the Primacy aud 
Authority of the Roman Church : the O- 
ther 1s written to Maxentius the Heather 
Emperour , and a Tyrant. Concerning 
which laſt, Biz7us (in his Notes npon it) 
ſaith, Hanc Epiſtolam , Anno 300. Serip- 
tam, Additamentum aliquod accepiſje , Res 
Scripte hic parum ſjbi coharentes mdicant. 
He holdeth it for a good Record but 
there are ſo many things inconlittent 1n 
it, that he fears 1t has takez 4 Doſe, and 
confciieth that ſ£me things were put m, 


by way of Foigery. 


This 1s an eaſy way of defend! 
There was neveranyDectd forged, where- 


\in the larger halt, being dzreFed purely 


accoraing to form of Law, was not Goud. 
But if tor that cauſe, when 1r comes to 
be Scanned.the forger at everyDetection- 
ſhould fay, This was forged indeed, but 
the reſt is good; the Court would laugh 
at him: And this 1s Bizzzs his preſent 
Calc. 

In the time of Afarcellus there was 2 
Council called at El/berzs, 42.305. where 
they forgot Bruins his Council of Apoſtles 
at Antioch; and among cther Canons 
decreed tiits for one , Placuit Pilar ds 72 
Eccle{i4 efje non debere. Ne quod calitun & 
adaratur, in Parietibus depingatzr. e's 

thin 


think ic unlawtal to. put any Picture. of 
what is adored, in. the Church on. the: | 
Walls, He takes mach pains to pick this: 
Thorn aut of tne Popes foot: but we 
leave himat his work, and. proceed to 
THE LIFE, EPISTLES, AND DE- 
CREES OF FUSFEBIUS POPE, 


Out of the Pontifical of Pope 
Damalius. 


An 309. Euſcbius a Grecia7 ſate nine years. fonr 
moncths, and three days. Binixsproveth, 
he could fit but two years, ſome woneths, 
@&c, And whereas Enſebins ſaith , rhe | 
Croſs was found in bis days, and Fathers 
the Tavention of 1t upon one Judas, con- 
verted thereupon, and called (at his Bap- 
tiſm ) @xiriacus ;, though he names the 
day- of the moneth cxactly, the fifth of 
the Nones of May , andinſtituteth an Hos 
ly-day thereupon ; yet 1s all this rezect- 
ed by Binins tor a Fable. For by the.con- 

ſent of all Ancient Writers, {1th I. , the 
Croſs was found after the Nicene Council, | 
by Helena the other of Conitantine the 

Great. Howbcit, 1h-ic js a very formal 

Epiſtle to the Biſheps of Fuca and Cam- | 
pania, in the name 01 £x/evins, devoutly 
abuling H. Sciiprture, cxaiting Piety, and 
the Popes Chair 3 t1;l at lait it decrgegs@n 

5 bn 
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Holy-day for this happy Invention, ſo- 
lemnly enjoyr'd by the Authority of this 
Roman Catholick and Apoſtolical Bi- 
ſhop, thoagh all this be as very a Cheat as 
any of rhe former. Bizixs hasa cure for 
this tco, but a very courſe one: Thzs 
part of the Epiſtle we confeſs to be conn- 
/-rfert, Vid. Bin. 10 loc. 


Melchiades az African ſate three years, An. 311. 


-leven moneths,, and eigbt days. Binius 

[4ith, two years, &c. And reprehends the 

ontthcals Confuſion , which | ſhall not 

1nd 29 mention, having greater matters 
Eclare., 

: his time Conſtantine the firſt Chriſti- 
an Emperonr aroſe: Concerning whom 
tho tontifical is filent mm the time of 
Mel:hiades, liaving need of him in that 
of 3;lweſter: but Binins gives us this Int- 
tle Abſtract of his Hiſtory here, _ 

After an Inter 41 of ſevin days. Oftob. 
3. *n. Clint, 311. 7z the third year of the 
Emperour Coutltaniine, Mclchiades begart 
to fit. In his time , fix moveths from the 
return of Peace to the Church being (carcely 
paſt, Maxin:1nus 71 the Faſt, berrrg Empe=- 
roar with Licinius, ſtirred up a molt grie- 
vows Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians, 
whons he called the Firebrands, and the 
Authors of all the Evils in the World. 

S Eufeb. 


Euſcb. 1.9. c. 6. Maes FL ok Weſt 
oppreſſed the Empire with a grievous 19- 
rarny : But, Conſtantine his Fel/ow- Em- 
peronr that Reigned with him in the Wet, 
as Licinius Reigned with Maximinus i 
the Eaſt , being ſtirred np partly by 111jn- 
ries, and partly by the prayers of the Ro- 
mans , reſolved fo juppro* the Tyrant. 
When thereft ore he toned the I. Ar , he 
deſpiſed the — of the Heather Gods, ad 
determined in himſelf to implere only the 
Creator of Heaven and Farth , whom his 
Father Conitantins adored. It happened 
therefore that while he was praying for 
Proſperity 5 ke ſaw at F1id-d, ay the $ 4.4 of 
the Croſs, made with Beams of Light, ap- 
: pearirg in tbe Hravers; in which theſe 
. words were manife(tly contained, IN HOC 
V INCE. 7he E xplication whereof whe: 
be fad lexrned from our Lord Teſs Chriſt 
appearing to himin 4s ſleep , and from 3s 
7 he undertakes the War againſt 
Maxcntins, ard beppaly conquers him. 
I mich Vid, ory being vloriou'y gotten, in 
acknowledgment that it came from that 
Cne Inviſible and Immortal God, he ere&- 
ed a Trophy of the Croſs in the nidlle of the 
City, w. #4. this F.r0us Aloito «: HOC SA- 
Lil atl SIGNO, VERO FORTIFU-. 
DINIS iNDIC! O CIVITATEM 'VE- 


— 


STRAM | 


$TRAM _ I YRANNID. ) 
-.BERAVI. Under this Saving Sign , the 
true Mark of Fortitude, I freed your 
City from the Yoke of Tyranny. And 


06 4 = feſt Token of his Liberality and 


Tiety, he gave to Melchiades the Fublick 
Houſe in = Lateran,whzch heretofore was 
the Palace of Fauſta the Empreſs, Ovdt. 


. Mil. He reflored the Geols of the Church, 


gave great Priviledges and Immunities to 
tbe CierZy, 4 and made a Decree, that "they 
ſhould be maintained at the It ck 


- CÞarge- 


la ,the latter end of this firſt Tome , 
Binixs hasa 'ong Record of Gelaſins Cy- 
Zicenas, in fair Greek and Latine, who 
being a yery Ancient Autlior , confirms 
:all rheſe chings, ſhewing the madnets of 
Aa XIMmInus , 201 his deftiuction, the 
building of Churches, the evil manners 
of Licinizs, the V ictory which the RKe- 


-liziazs Emperour obtained againſt that 
- Wicke& wan , the Peace of the Churches 


aiter Licinins his Death , and the (croral 


Ways whereby the _ Emperout pro» 
.moced the Chrittian Aﬀeairs. 


:Yet as if ail this were a Dream, ti.c- 


ima: diately overihiewn 77 
, antine 14 Lycaat, a Murderer, an Op- 


"muy a Perſecuter of the Church, and 
Sg > 2 finftiea 
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ſmitten with Leproſie from ' Heaven! 
namely for his great abomination Lzciri- 
x is innocent, and unjuſtly flainzbur Cox- 
[iantine is made the Deſttoyer of peace. 
For in the Life of $3/veſter the next Rifhop 
after Melchiades, the Pontificai ſaith, 'be 
was baniſned into the Mowutazn' Shracte. 
Lipon which words, Bins further faith , 
that $3 /ceſter.ſearing the cruelty of theE m- 
peronr, fled fro: the City, as bis own AGT<«, 

and Lozimus, aud Sozomen do probatly 


As for Sylveſters Ads fo ſimply and freex 
ly cited here,meerly to cheat the ReaUer, 
he afterwards * confelicth them to be 
a Forgeric. And as for: Zozimws and 
SoZomen : thoſe Words, { Do probably 


ſkew. | ſkew Binius to be a Sophiſter. He 
would fain have tather'd the Story upon 
Zozimnus and S0Zomen : but his Courage 
failed him : for they ſpeak not expreſ. 
ly, but Probably ſhew ; that ix, in hiscon- 
ceit, they give him colour encugh to fide 
with a Cheat, a Forger, a Lyar, a noto- 
rious Counterteit , Damaſus, againlt ail 
the tive Antiq.ities and Hiltories inthe 
World, The poſitive Relation of Ex/e- 


\ 


bins Pamphilzs an holy Father in the Je 


ecue Cuncil, that lived in thoſe Yimes, 


| the cords of Gelaſerrs Cynicerms that an- 


cient 


ha. } 
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cient Author and Nicolinus, the late 
CG piler of the Councils, that com- 
Bw "PU as the moſt faithful wit- 
neſs emong}Eccleſtaſtical Writers , being 
palpably contradicted, while Zozinns 
tbe Heatbes Is favoured in ſome dark ex- 
preſſion, vherein his Envy tempted him 
ra carp at the Empcrour ; becauſe he was 
next under God, the Author of ſo much 
Peace and Felicity amongſt the Chriſti- 
ans., As for Sozomen he was a Chriſttan 
indced,: but too late an Aurhot t5 can- 
tend with Ex/ebius and Gelifins Cynicemdy. 
Neithes docs £inins fay he politively a- 
vers. any ſuch thing, but probably ſFows "I 
cither 4 ox, or 2 Fernbuſh ; Some frail- i 
ty. Peiliars, which proves Conſt axtine A 
Man ;but Binins ſhovld have x rodnced 
clear Teſtimonics, a: ſound and authen- 
tick_as the former if he meant to ſwim 
again!t a[l Antiquity , in difracvine' 
giotious an Emperour, poſitively attirmm- 
ing him.to be euilty of Murder and ia- 
ricide,Apoſtacy, and Ido'atry, Perfecutt 
7-0 | 
a: 81pies acteth his part too far « for 3ſfas 
he laith 4). Conſtantine counterfeited hnim- 
ft zo an Heathen only to fatisfic the 
f [2 5, Bas Lreat 09k) 5 hn and kind- 
ds 


} 


® 
F 7 


to the Chriftians having imbitterc 
S 3 the 


io Multitnde, ſo far, that; it olua brake 


_ info a Rebellion : for the appeal ing of 


 Sedition therefore, he. diſſembled his 
is e170707 , upon Tez/poral CarbDef ah : 
for which God was provoked , Certainly 
2 could never hope to be chred of his 
i eproſle, by going in catneſttp theHea- 
ticn Frieſts and their Idols, as" Binius 
pretendeth when he was ſo deeply hum- 

bled, and 1 in danger of Dcltruction. 

But this whole pretence is overthrown, 
206 the Genius of the Man more. clearly 
 i*ared inthe paſlage following. 

In” he Life of Marcellzs with which we 
t> can the Chapter, and which was ſome 
years betcre this pretended neceſlity, he 
rclicth us that Aaxentins, wha ſindied 
to paſrſs himfjelf oft the Tyranny of Rome, 
at his fr entrance wntothe Roman E v1- 
Dire . feigned himlelf eraftily to embrace 
our Faith: holy to pleaſe the Roman 
Þc Peaue at:d to take them with bis Flatte- 

< rhich cauſe he remitted the Per- 
bo 207 2c ainji the Chriſtians: and ut o# 
ſar FRE: ſir w of Prety , that for 4 tire he 
jecmea fu't of Courteſe, Love, and Hum a- 
wins i 215 he: proveth out of Dnſeb. 18. 
. 26, bur for a-urpole of which eh Guts 
1. Was tot aware: his deſign cre- 
by to juftific the CotrerEck: ng of 
Mar- 


Alarcellus, nd to: Þalliate'the al- 
tres therein contained, the Popes ranting 
ſo fooliſhly out ofthe Bible, and rhreax- 
ning  Maxentins tbe Heathen Emperont, 
with the Authority of his Predeectior 
Clement . white he wasa Pagan Infidel. 
Now if A7:xentius found it .ngeghiary to 
countertett himſe't a Chriſtzan, tg picale 
the Pcople; Caujtavtiue, why found the 
minds of menfar more 1nc};aable to Re- 
lIigion then Maxentin: did, was by con- 
lequent, more cngaped to appeara Clart- 
ſtjan, chan Aſrxept;as was z that fo ke 
miglit alſo pleaſe the Feople, But voluble 
Vits1n partial Heads arc bended eali! 

to any Cauſe, they fancy for their id. 
yantage : Othcxwjte the Crojſs.in the Hea=z 


F 


vyens, the Trophies.upon Earth, the pre- 
vailing glory of Chriftianity , the. victo- 
ries of Conſtentine., the joy ayd exiuita- 
tion of rhe people, and the general ap- 
plauſe with which he was received 
throughout the whole Wozld, would 
.have taught Bias another Leflon, than 
. Con{tantines neceſlity to.counterfeit him- 
{elf an Heather , which 15 the meer Chy- 
zcerg of a lying Brain : for which ke 1s 
not gbleto produce any oge Author in 

.the W ord, worth the naming. 
.... He produces the Teſtimony of Fuſebius 
2 6 « "CORn- 
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his. counterfeiting himſelf to,be a'Chris 
ſt5an, but Exſebins{peakerth not one word 
of any neceſlity lying upon Conſftertimne 
to counterfeit himſelf an Heathen: butthe 
contrary, ſo far , that ZBz»4#s, who had 
quoted Exſebixs (o gravely betore, brand» 
eth him with the Reproach of an A4rrzar, 
becauſe he crofleth his delign now about 
Conſtantines Donation. 
For the Donation is founded on Cer- 
ſtantines Cure, his Cure on his Lepro- 
lie, bis Leprofie on his. Apoltacy , I:'s 
Apoſtacy upon a Neceflity to comply 
with the perverſeneſs of the Heative: 
people, whoſe Power was of too-great 
a ſway for his Deſign in the Empire 5 All 
which i conmradidind hy the continual 
decaying of Heatheniſm that then' was 
day by day, and the growth of Chriſtza- 
zity, which had takenſuch root and poſ- 
Gihon in the People, that there needed 
nothing but the change of the Emperour, 
co turn the Empire into Chriſtendom, But 


it wonld ſeem impoſiible that he ſhould 
peared to him in his ſleep , after b&bad 


TIES 


this Neceſlity muſt be invented - for'elfe . 
turn Pagan, after our Saviour had ap-- 


ſcen the Croſs in the Air, after he hadAet - 
!tup in his Standard, after all. his Vito» 


© IDs ons on 


ifrerhe had erated ts Trophy in the Ct- 
ty, and'made the World Glorions by his 
Mumficence'to the Churches. h 

- For thisCame, afar off, and (© Jong 
before the end conld be diſcovered ro 
which it ſhould be applied, dors Brnrs 
take his Riſe from theFab'e in the Dowa- 
*:01, and ſhape his Diſcourſe ro the Exal- 
cation of the See, by rooting the Do#ra- 
187; ern iv inthe Mins ofmen. For all 
v5 rifl i t2n0 otker purpoſe, than to 
Con FOR tC Doration of the Emperour, 
toro by to fertile the Empire in the Chart ; 
foawl the lakeof which, he tramples upon 
the Emperour, wrycth Antiquity,wreft- 
eth Authority, citeth-F orgeries and Hea- 
then Authors , defaceth the Hiſtory -of 
the Church, and rewards the greateſt of 
all Ben<faCtors* with the baſeſt ingratt- 
cudes ©: * 

_ Al theſe Wars are commenced afar 
off * tor: the ſtrength of Kowe 1s alwates 
at'a diſtance : near ar hand ſhe 1s weak 


and feeble; when he comes up cloſe to. 


the matter, though he makes a grear ſem- 
blance of Daats, 1m certainty, writing 
overhead im Capital Lettzrs, EDICTUM 
CONSTANTINI : And putting down 


the! Donation under 1t at large, commen- 
a: ting 
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BELL ieoontdÞ ak i © ©} 1: id 
ting on: It alſo very. ormally, nay. and 
wriing inthe Margin of his Nates, Can- 
ftzntini Donatio defenditur, and near the 
cloſe of them, Conftantini Don«tio confirs 
watar - yet after all this, he confeſles the 
Donation to be Sparioxs. His Delign bc 4 
ing no more, than to make a Shew. and 
coyer that / oxrfeſſzon 5 which mcer ne- 
ceſlity, at greatelt pinch, wreſted from 
him. His Confeslion lies in Jittle roome, 
and his Notes are made for the asſiſtance 
of Confederates Such mighty I omes 
for the Help of: a (worn Party. As for 
the reſt of men that are allured per. | 
haps by the Magnificenge of. the Books 
ta.admire them, and..tq grace they 
Studies with them, ſuch as Lords and 
Princes, he very well knows, they may 
feed their Eycs with.. Great Titles, and 
Glorious Shews afar off;, but they will 
never penetrate {i1ichStupendions Volume, 
by rcaſon of eth-:r Divexhans, Labors, 
Sp . and t ca ures, .. hich call them 
4, Oo ater, lecular Objects. So that 
t:..7 cay calily be decexved with: the 


+3 


outward Appearance ang , ſplendor. « 
ſuch great azg,aarned nent | 
ſcoret ele) is the Myitcry of the Poprf 
Councils, | Es TY} 
For in tie Bocy of thals Nates, .B2- | 
nius | 


mt... 


wrus himſelf br many well ſtudied Ar- 
guments ſets Limf. 'f ſrenuoufly to o- 
verthrow the Donition 3 and Fathers 
It on the Knavcry of Bal{ſamona Greek, 
who produce it ( as he pretends ) - with 
an intent to al race the Roman Cher ; 
by y making the World t<cneve , That 
the Popes Spwctndey came not by. Big 
vine Inffieetornd but' the Grant ofithE 
Empetour + Which he abhors as tickle, 
weak, and humane, chufing rather that 
the Popes Right ſhould reſt on the Scri- 
tures. 

Labbe, Cofſartixs, and the COL- 
LECTIO REGIA follow &irizs 
exactly , even to thoſe Cheats in #he 
Margin. But nowit is high timeto &e 
the Contents of this wonderful. Doma- 
Hor, 
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CAP. XXI. 


The EDICT of our Lord CO N- 
4 STANTINE the Emperonr. 
A Ferxcry Tv the Name of the Holy and Individual | 
5 4g Trimity, wh Her , ws the Sor, ard 
—_— the H. Ghoſt; Flavius Conſtantinus, Cz- 
nd” ſar, and Emperour, in Jeſus Chriſt, one of 
H.Chot. the Jame H. Trizitg, &c: To the moſt Holy \ 
| and Blefed Father of F athers SYefter, 
"wy and. Pope of: the City of Rome &3 rd 
0 4 Pig Succeſſors abaxet to ſt. 702 the Ip 
of. bleſſed Peer, to the end of, the pri: 
444 to all aur moſt F.? an balick 
sT, arable in God. wade nb] i 
roxghout the World to the H.C hurc of | 
a by this our Imperial onſtitution, | 
&*c. It 1s too long to put it down for- 
mally, and at large: We ball therefore | 
rake only the chief Contents, as they lic 
Mm the Donation. It firſt contains a Jarge 
account of the Articles of his Faith ; Se- 
condly, the {tory of his Leproſie, Cure, I 
and. Baptiſm : wherein the Font is re- | 
markably called 7iſcina, (the Popes F {b- | 
poxd as it were ) then he cometh to t 
Gift it ſelf. 


G while 


While I learned theſe things by the 
Preaching of the bleſſed Sylveiter, and by 
the benefit of the bleſſed Peter, found my ſelf 
perfe@ly reſtored 10 my health, we judged Ks 
it profitable, together with * all ozr Nables, © Allthe 


and the whole Senate, my Primces alſo, and 1 the $2.7 


# - 


the whole Peo le Subje& to the Empire of nate, con» 
the Ronigh Glory; that as 8. Peter Hpor —_— : 
Farth ſcewrth to 'be made the Vicar of the 
S901 of God, the Biſhops aljo thet are the = 
SH:cajors of him, the Prince of the Apo- | 
/*!e1, may obtain the Powev of Frincipality 
civew from us and our Empire , ore than 
the Earthly Clemency of our Imperial M- 
J :ſty i [cen to have had; chufing the Prince 
of the Apoſtles, ard bis Succeſſors, for our 
ſiedfaſs Pitrons with God. And we have 
decreed that this H. Roman Church fhall 
be honoured with Vencration, cven as onr 
Terrewe Imperial Power is: And that the 
moſt Holy Seat of B.Peter be more glori-' 
oufly exalted than our Earthly Throne : Bf- 
ving it Power, ana Dignity of Glory, and b 
Vigour, and Honour Imperial. And we de- 44 IJ 
cree and ordain, that he ſhall bold the Prin- : 
cipality , as well over the feur Prancipal 
Sees of Antioch, Alexandria, Jeruſalem, 
and*Conſtantinople, as over all the Char- * Not 
ches of God in the whole World, And by vuil% 
his judgment let all things whatſoever, per- 
| taining 


taining to the Worſhip of Ged., andthe 
Eſtabliſh, ment of the Chriſtian Faith be or- 
daimed. - 
When Zinize pleaſes to give Efficacy 
toa Miracle, all the World ſhall be cog- 
verted in a moment. Notwithſtanding 
all the Miracles and Victories betore , 
Conſtantine was fain to countertert him- 
ſe!t an Heathen tor fea: oft the people : 
Now all his Nobles, and the Senate, are 
changed inan inſtant; and his geprotie 
npon Eafth ha tene niore thankue Groſs. 
In the Mavens: So eatie it 14:40 wiow 
mens minds with a Brearh, when they are 
dead md gone, His Princes alſo, aa the 
whole people ſirbje# to the Empane of the 
Roman Glory , judeed it profitable, tage- 
ther with hiv, and his Noble s ,.to do that 


which they abhorred before, to gwe. to 
Banifhed $5/vefter , and Mis tiers, the 


Glory of the Roman Empire :. As it<that 
one Miracle had in atrice for V wtue out- 
gone all our Savors. | 

The laſt Clauſe contains ſomething 
more than the Emperour had power to 
beftow. That a Lay-man fhould: by 
Deed of Gitt deviſe, and give away'the 
power of dctermining all Contfuverhes 
in Religion, to whom he tanerethz may 
be put among the Popes Extravagants(as 


) lome 


fomeof their Decrees are called) yet = 
with Conſt antinople,(a'City yet unmade) 
this alſo is given to the Pope m the pre- 
ſent Donatiorv. But upon good reaſon : 
For it is juſt that the Holy Law ſhould re- 
#4in the Head of Principality there, where 
our Saviour, the Inſtituter of Holy Laws, 
commanded the B. Peter to undertake the 
Chair of his ApoStleſbip. : : 
A mertier accident follows, Le be- 
weaths his Goods tothe Lead! It 1s true 
indeed he was allied ro them, for he was 
dead when the Deed was made, as. well 
as they. S. Pefer's Truſtees having the 
management of his Pen, knew very well, 
that whatever he gave to. bis moſt blel/ed 
*Tords, Peter and aul, (lince dead men 
never want Hens) would fall to their 
'fhare: and like our late Long Parlia- 
ment, conſpired to give large Boons to 
themſelves. in form tollowing. 

*WE Exhort ancadmonith all, that 
*with us they would pay abundant 
*rhanks to our CoJ and Saviour Jeſus 
£ Chriſt, becauſe being God 1n Heaven 
© above, and tn Earth beneath, he batlry1- 

" S{ited us by his H. Apoltles, and made us 
*worthy to receive the H. Sacrament of 
_ *Baptiſme., and the heaith of our Body. 
'*FOR WHICH wegrant tothe H. oo 
aleef * (tles 
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© {tles themſelves, my molt Bleſled Lords, 


Conflantt.c 


- the Grear © Peter and Paxl, and by them alſo to 


gives his © B, $y{vefter our Father, the chiet Biſtop 
oP * Rowe, and to all Biſhops his Succetiiors 
in heaven. © char ſhall ever fit in the Chair of B, re- 
©fter., to the end of the World, var DUz:- 
* dc, to wit, the Crown of our ha] 
* together with our Mitre, as allo t.. 
*Cloak on our Shoulders ; 72. o::: 
* Breaſt-plate which is wont to cumpat- 
* our Imperial Neck, as alſo our Furple 
* Clamys, and Violet Cloak , and a:l che 


4 Na . ' "4 - 
The Popes Imperial Attires. The Diguity more 


Guard. . OVer of- Our Imperial Horſemen by Giving 


* him alſo the Imperial Scepiers, with all 
* other Signs, Badges, Banners, a::d other 
* Imperial Ornaments, with the whyle 
* manner of the Pr occilion of our Impe- 
rial Highneſs, and the Glory of our 
* Power. 
©WE Dectice allo and Ordain to the 
© molt Reverend C.crgy-men ſerving that 
£H. Roman Church, in their d1vers Ors 
© ders, the Height in Singularity , Power 
*and Excellency, with the Glory where- 
* of our molt ample Scnate feerneth tobe 
* adored ; that is, that they ſhall be made 
Secular *© Patricii, and Coniuls, As alſo we pro- 
pour. © mulgate it fora Law, that they be begu- 
tified 


<joams Oc and Pope of our Univerſal City of 


| 


*AND as the Imperial Army is adorned, 
<o do: we Decrce the Clergy 


© vers Offices, as that of Chamberlains, 
© Porters, and all Guards; to-we will have 
© the Roman Church to be adorned, 


* AND that the Pontifical Glory may T! 


«© ſhinemoſt amply, we Decree this alſo; * 
©That the Horfes of the Clergy of the 
* fard Roman Church, be beautihed with 
© Caparifons, and Linnen V<cl\turesof che 
© whiteſt' colour; and fo to ride. And 
© as 0ur Senate uſeth Shoes , cum Vdonia 
* has, made bright and illuſtrious with 
© fine white Linnen, ſo l<t the Clergy al- 
*{o do: Ard let the Heavenly, as the 
*Earth'y things are, be made comely to 
* the praiſe of God. 
<BUT aboveall, we oive Licenſe to 
© our moſt H, Father Slveſter , Brſhop 
* and Pope of the City of Rowe himiclt, 
*and to all that ſhall fucceed him for 
*ever, for the Honour and Glory 
©Chritt our God, in the ſame Great, Ca- 
Frholick and Apoltolhck Church of God, 
© by our Edict , 
* Cotr(Hip ehivical; volxerit , C&* in numoro © 
; relie tfornm Clericornm FO mer ard , 
6, 29h. FE i HULL 


 rified withrhe other Impetial Dignitivs. 
of the 


<Roman Church to be adorned : And as 
© the Imperial Power is adorned with di- 


of 


Ut quem placatyys proprio Fa L2a 
Nonſey Gag 


i1C Fopes 
Hocſes. 


NC, 


Td 


Cnn?lintine 
the Crear 
tie Popes 
Groom or 
StUTrup- 
Loider, 


of 
My 
* 
fe 


* agere. 

" Binins for Clericali will have it Clerz. 
care, which he puts over again{t it inthe 
Margin. Here are more Barbarifmes'than 
one : bur l think the drift 15, that no mar 
bt he whom the Biſhop of Rome pleaſeth., 
ſhall be made a 'rieſt: and that no man ſo 
made, ſhall behave himſelf prondly againſt 
the Biſhop of Rome. 

Ire have Decreed this alſo , That the 
Same Venerable Sylvelter our F.xther , the 
Higck.Prieft, and all his Succeſſors , ongot 
th aſe the Diadem , to wit, the Crowa whreh 
we gave him from off our Head, of pure 
Gold and Precions Stones, ard towear it 
#2: his Head, to the praiſe of God, and ho- 


The P-p:s 2047 of $.Perer. * BUT becauſe the moſt 
wodelty. Ffoly Pope himſelf will not endure a Crown 


altogether of Gold on the Crown of bis 
Prieſthood, which h2 vears to the Glory of 
the B. Peter, we have with our own hands 
put the Afitre of Reſplendent White, fignt- 
fping the moſt Glorious Reſurred ion of our 
Lord.on bzs Head: * And holding the Bridle 
of his Horſe , for the Reverence we owe to 

S. Peter , we ſerved him in the Office of 
a Stirrup-helder : Ordaining, that all his 
Saucceſſors ſball in ſingle and peculiar man- 
er nie the fame Mitre in their Proceſ- 


! ON *., 


© anllum ex omnibus prefiomentum ſuperbe 


| 


t 


| 
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Sons in; iititetion of aur Empire. 

The Fopes Madeſty comes off pureiy : 
Bec2uſe he wouid not hyve his $1aven 
Crown profancd with a Crown of Goid 3 
there@re the Emperour mult give hin 
the Mitre $00: becaulc it was unlayuiyl 
for himte wear the one withopt the 0- 
ther g-that is. his Conlctence made a {ortj- 
picatthe ene, ualcls ic might have Lot:: 
being fo made exactly like the Hearhey 
Moratchs at. Rome , Pontifex A1aXIimius, 
and Emperoar tOgcther. 

The Regaiitics were aficdtcd , not for 
themſelves : Alas,Ornaments are bur (ha- 
dows, the Body and Subſtance 1s the 
thing delircd. | 

FWHEREFOKE 4tLat the Pontifical Crows 
Bray never wax vile , but be more exalted 
aljo than the Dignity of the Terrene Em- 
pexe, and the Glory of Pairer: Bebuld, WC 
gene and leave aiwell our Palace, 4s was 
before jaid, as the Citz of Reme, all Italy, 
and atitive Provinces. places, and Cities of 
toe FYejiern Elapire , 10 our Jereſaid 210 5F 
B. High Prieſt. and Univerſal Pope, and to 
tie Power and lenare of the Popes bis Sue 
ceſſors, by firm Iniperial Cenjure, Fer haiic 
Divaicm & Pragmaucum Conttirturum 
by this our Divine and Pragmatical Con: 
fictietion, we Decree them to be difpnſed, 
+2 «2. <4 
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and grant themto remainunden the Right 
and Tenure of the H. Rowan Church. 
Poor Prieſts are fain to cheat the-peo- 
ple by witty Miracles, and ſmall Devices, 
at Shrines and Images, for a little Silver 
and Gold. The beſt of them. can attain 
no more han Lordſhips , aad the. Ter- 
ritories of SubjeFs: As the Manours e- 


vidence , which are given to our Lady. of 


Loretto , and thoſe Lands which Jeſuztes 
ſqueeze out of dying men-with the fear 
of Purgatory. But the Pope and his Car- 
dinals find it not ſuitable to their - State 
and Dignity, to juggle for leſs thayKm- 
pires and Kingdoms; and therefore foar 
high, you ſee, in the preſent Donation. 
*Wherefore , ſaith the Emperonr , we 
* have thought it convenient to change 
© and remove our Empire, and the power 
* of our Kingdom into the Eaſtern Cotn- 
< tries, and in the beſt place of the Pxo- 
* vince Byzantium , to build a City after 
* our Name. and thereto found our Em- 
* pire. Becauſe where the * Head of the 
* Principality of Prieſts, and of the Chri- 
* {tian * Religion is ordained to beby the 
* Caxleſtial Emperour, it 1s not juſt-that 


* the Earthly Emperour ſhonld there have: . | 


* any Power. | 
Here is a high Carter of notorious He 
Do relic 
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refie arid Blaſphemy together.. S. Peter 
was called the Prince of the Apoltles, but 
the Pope is the' Head of the Principality 3 
nor' Head of the Prieſts only, bat sf the 
Chriſtian" Religion : which I think none 
but our Saviour can poſſibly be, It ſmells 
rank of Blaſphemy ; but that the Prieſt- 
ty and Imperial Power ſhould be incom- 
patible, is Rebeilion and Herekie. It ſhews 
how incompatible Popiſh and Imperial 
Power is: Yet all theſe things are rati- 
fied by other Dival $an# ions, made by 
che Emperor, though recorded no where; 
as you may ſee in the words following. 


IS 5 
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BUT 4ll theſe things we alfo: have de The San- 


creed, and ratified by other Dival Sani- 
ons , and we decree them to ſtand unble- 
wiſhed, and unſhaken , to the end of the 
World. WHEKEFORE we proteſt before 
the Livine God who commanded us to 
Reign , and before his Terrible Judgment 
by this onr Imperial Conſtitution, that it 


ſhall not be lawful for any the Emperonrs 


onr Succeſſors.,n0r for any of our Nobles and 
Peers, or for the moſt Ample Senate, or 


for all the people of the whole World, now, 


or hereafter, from hence in all Ages, lying 
under our Empire , by any means to con- 
tradi@, or break, or in theleaft to dimi- 
#ifly theſe tbings;, which by this our Im- 

E 2 perial 


&ion of 
the Decree 
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Per il SaniTion 6 are drawer? tb ' the' Poly 
Rota © ktirch , o7 to all the” Erheps 
of the Jah. IT if any Breaker or Con 
remner of theſe ſhall ariſe C which'te - 
770k betienr -) let him be knotted and en) 
red in eternal Damnation R and find t | 
Saints of God, and the Princes of — 
poſtles Feter and Paw, Enemies nhtfto bime. 
toth in Fe Life proſent, and in that which 
is 10ceme « and beine lurat in the lower 
Fell, 1ct ! {m periſi mith'the Devil and all 
the T7 :ched. f 
_— The great Council of Chalcedorn con- 
9 fifting of 620 Fathers, lies under this'Sen 
rence ; becauſe they made t the Patriarch | 
of Corrſtartinople cual with the Bilbop 
of Rome «< Tt Conſtantine the Great did 
make it, with the conſent of all his Nobles 
and the whole Senate. before all the I rimces 
aud le 8s * rm 25 15 pretended m 
the Donat it was roo publick a 
a ng 10t to beneard of,and too remark. 
able to be let paſs inſiience., Since there- 
tOre It 18 1nereanblie, ma fs many Fathers 
ould wiltully fail vnder the Curſe, 1t 
's Certain the whole Donation 15a Cormn- | 
refoir. Howbett as the Subſtance of the 
AQ, fothe Coremony is worth the obicr- | 
Vation. | 
But ratif; *ng the Page of this our In- 
perzal 


ij Þ A {5 
Li 


perial Decree, we laid it with our own 
hands onthe venerable Body of the blefſed 
Peter Prince of the Apoſtles, and there 
promiſing ty that Apojile of Gad, thit we 
would.inuiolavly keep all theſe things, and 
leave them in charge to be kept by the Em 


peranrs our Succeſſors, we delivered thenrto 
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our bleſjed F ther Sylveiter, High-Prieft, 
and "Oniverſal P01; e.and to alli hePopes his 
Succejſors, the Lord God, and our Davigar 
Jeſus Ch: 1,i allowing it, for ever, and hap- 
pily to be enjoyed, And the Imperial fub- 
feription, akhe D:: nity keep you mauy 
Jear-., mir boly and vleojjed Fathers. Dated 
in Rome, onthe thir wty of the Kalezds 
of April. Gar Lo'd i javins Conſtantinus 
Auguitts th: Jourth time , and Gallicanus 
being Conja!s. 
A NOTE« 

NoEmpecrour beipg ever accuſtomed, 
toſt-le himiclf 0urLord, Sc. Thoſe words 
Our Lord | lavius Conſtavtinus, com- 
10g out of Cer/tintine's Own Mouth bc- 
wray the Donation, as made by ſome 
other, unicls he wer? at the ſame time 
bo:h his own Subjc<cr, and his own Em- 
PErQUT, 
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CAP. X XIL + 


The Donation of Conſtantine proved #8 ' be 
4 Forgery by Binius himſelf. He confoſ= 
ſeth the As of Sylveſter, which be bez 
fore had cited as good Records, to be 

. Connterfeit. 
Hoſe thines ( ſaith Binins in his 
Notes ) which are told concerning 
the Dominion and Temporal Kingdom. g1- 
zen to the See of Rome, are manifeſtly 
enough proved to be likely , by what 'we 
ſaid :n our Notes upon the former Epiſtle; 
as well as by the Mnnificence of the Empe. 

rour himſelf , never enough to be praiſed. 

Obſerve here the modelty of the man ! 
He ought to prove the Inſtrument it (e}f;; 


but that he throws by , and talks of the 


Dorinion, and Temporal Kingdom, 

2. Neither will he undertake to prove 
it certain, but likely, that the Dominion 
and Temporal Kingdom was gtven tothe 
See of Rome. | 

. He cites his Notes on a counterfert 
Epiſtle, to make it lzkely: For the Epi- 
ſtle going before was the Ppiſtle of Mel- 
chiades, which he confeſleth to be a For- 


cry. 
22d 4 « The 
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4. The AMwnificence of the Emperonr 
z1akes it probable, that be gave away the 
Empire to the See of Rome. If you will 
notheheve this, you arc an hard. hearted 
many for Binins lays it. 7 

- His Notes upon the former Fpiſtle, to 
which he refers you, are theſe - © That the 
* things which are written in this Epiltle 
* concerning the Donation of Conftantine 
© to Melchiades and Sylveſter, are true, is 
* proved not only from hence, but moſt 
*firmly.alſo by the Authority of Optatus 
* Aofevitanys , a molt approved Writer. 
For he writeth., /zb. 1. cont. Parm. that 
© Conſtantine and Licinixe being the third 
*time Conſuls, to wit, in the year of 
* Chriſt; 13. a Council of 19 Biſhops was 
© held-at Rorzre, in the Cauſe of Cecil: a= 
* 2x5 and the Donatiſts, in the Laterar, 1 
* the Houſe of Fax/ta, which was the Seat 
*of the Roman Biſhop. Truly he doth 
© not exprelly write, that the Houſe was 
Fgiven to Azelchiades by the Emperour : 
* but ſince no reaſon doth appear for 
© which it 1s neceſlary , that the Conven- 
* tion of 19 Biſhops (hould require larger 
* Rooms out of the Houſe of Ateclchia- 
* des, that wherein the foreſaid Synod 
* was allembled, to wit, the Lateraz., or 
* Houle of Faxſta, can by no prudent 
* perſon 
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. perſon an any more be AIR, to.be.gi- 
© ven by the Emperour to Melebigass the 
© PBifnop of Rome. 

The Lateran 1s. not ſo much asnamed 
in the Epiſtle of Agelchzades ; but that-he 
left the Imperial Seat , which the Roman 
Princes bad poſſeſt. and granted it to the 
profit of the blejjed Veter, and his Biſhops. 
W hich confidering w hat follows, ls far 
more fit to be underſtood of the Empe- 
ronrs leavine Rome , and granting It to 
the Biſhop : w hence: they pretenc!, ae did 

f0 on Purpoſe. $0 that the agreement be- | 
tween Opt at ws Alllevitangs , and the Epi- 
itie of Adelchiades, 1s very (mall, or none 
at all. 

Bnt admit that Z/clrhiades and Optatus 
1ilevitanus had aid, both of them, that 
the Lateraw Was given to elrhiades ; 
what is that to the Dominion and Tempo. 
ra K img Om: ? A tingle Houſe, inſtead of | 
an Fmpire ! | Though, that the Houſe was 
Xen, Opt at us ililevitanus doth not at- 
frm. even by Binins his own confeſlion. 

Row the i1mes in this Fpiſile (hould be 

CORCENTTIV tf) 2 Donation of Conltantine 
to Melchia«des wt SyIvelter, is difficult 
'o conceives beeaule Aelchiades was 
dead before the Donation was made to 
Sriveſier, It 1s very unlikely thereforc 
that 
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that Adelchindles ſhould make mentionof 
that Donztion. 

His Epiſtle talking of Conſtantine his 
being Preſident in the H. Synod that was 
called at Nice, 1s a manifeſt Impolture, 
Melchiades being dead before the Nzcere 
Gpuncil ;- as is before obſerved : Yr 
hence it is proved, that Conſtantine 71. 
a Donation to Melchiades and Sylveſter. 

Biniss holdeth faſt the Donation , 
thoughhe lets go the Epiſtle. Like a Lo- 
gician, who lets go the premiſes, but 
keeps the conclulion. 

For it ismolt firmly proved by Optatus 
' Advlevitanns. What 1s proved by him? 

That Conſtantine the Great gave the La- 
ferun ts Melchiades. How 1s it proved ? 
Why he teſttheth, that a Council of ig 
Biſhops met in tauſta's hoxſe in the Late- 
ran. Truly he doth not expreſly write, that 
the houſe was given to Melchiades. But 
- it ſcemeth probable to Bzz7s his imagi. 
nation : And ſo it 18 7roſt firmly proved by 

atus Milevitanus, a moſs approved 
IwFriter. Thus thoſe things that are told 
concerning the Dominion and Temporal 
Krinedom given to the See of Rome , are 
#anifeſtly enongh proved to be lixely by 
' what we ſaid in our Notes upon the former 
Fp:ſele. Bur it is butter proved, by the 
continual 
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continual poſſeſſion of thoſe houſes", by the 

ſpace of thirteen Ages, until now; "as he 
afterwards obſerveth. Though the length 
of an unjuſt Tenure increaſfeth the Tranf- 
greftion. 

Having firſt proved the Donation , he | 
proceedeth thus. Hoc Ediffum #4 Grecis | 
perfida Donatione (qua, juxta illud.Virg. 
2, Aincid. Timo Danaos & Doma feren- 
tes , donare ſolent acceptum ) muntilan 
eſſe, ac dolore depravatum, he rationes evi- 
denter demonſtrant. Theſe following rea- 
fons evidently ſhew this Edid of Conltan- * | 
tine, by the perfidionus Donation of the 
Greeks, to be maimed, and treacherouſly 
 depraved. | 

He enters upon the buſineſs gently, 
pretending at firſt ( as if the Donation 
were true ) that it was depraved by the 
Grecks. But afterwards, when he 1s a 
little warm in the Argument, and ſome- 
what further off from his Sophiſtical Dez 
tencecs , he falls foul upon it as a Connter- 
fert , and rejects 1t altogether; as1n the 
cloſe will appear to the conliderate Rea- | 
cr. But here let us fee what Arguments | 
he produceth, to prove it maimed, and 
treacherouſly depraved. 

Bin. Yr in © I, Becauſeit pretendeth the Primacy 


Conſtin- <,f rhe C | - 
cory; Of the Church to be granted by Senuh 
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©man, which was immediately given \to ' 
© Peter, by God himſelf, and by our Lord E 
< Jeſus Chriſt; as is manifeſt by thoſe 3 
*words, Thox art Peter, and por this 
* Rock will I build my Church. 
© 2. The Emperour , by this Edidt, is 
*made to give a Patriarchal Dignity to 
* the- Church of Conſtantinople : Which 
F1f it be true, how then could Anatolizs, 
*the Biſhop of Conſtantinople , be ſaid to 
* take the Patriarchal Dignity to himſelf 
* long after; even after the Council of 
* ©Chalcedon was ended , Leo, Gelaſpxs,and 
* other Roman Biſhops reſi{ting him ? 
© How could the Church of Conflanti- 
* #ople be a Patriarchal See at this time, 
* wherein even the name of Coxſtantins- 
* plewas not yet given to ByZantinmr. 
52) This Ec was firſt publiſhed by ; 
© Theedorws Balſamon, out of the Acts of 4 
* Sylveſter the Pope, fallly written 1n E 
* Greek under the name of Exſebixs , Bi- Forecrics 
*thopof Ce/arez : not that he might do ne 
© any ſervice to the Church of Koze, but Eſcbins. 
© that he might ſhew the Patriarchate of 
* Conflantinople to be the eldelt. Which. 
© Acts of 8ztveſter were not known till a The 4s 
*thouſand years after Chrilt;coming then ner 
* torth in Exſebixs his name, out ofa cer- - 
* tain Book of Martyrs; but were now 
© increaſed 


© 
"wv 


* increaſed by the Addition of this Edict 


© of Conſtantine. nA 
His deſign is, f-it be pollible, toclear 

the Church of AKome of this too palpable 

and notorious Counterfeit ; And tar chat 


end-he would fain caft it on the Treache- 


rous Greeks , that he might thereby ac- 
quit the -more Treacherous Romans : 
Which he further purſues in the clauſe 
following. 

The new-found Hereticks that oppoſe 
this Edi& of Conſtantine, trawfiated ont 
of Greek into Latine, wth ſuch great ex- 
deavonr, and impertinent ſtudy; let them 
know, that in this they rather further our 
Cauſe, than fight againſt us: Who do our 
ſelves, with Irenxus, Cyprian, ard atber 
Holy Fathers , as well Greek as Latine, 
profeſs the Priviledges of the Charch of 
Rome, wot to be conferred and given. of 
men, but fromChriſt to Petcr, and from 
Peter to his Succeſſors. 

Where the tau'ts are ſo great, we nee 
not make a Remark on the common 
Chear, his vain Brag of the Fathers. But 
this we may obſerve, that whereas the 
Popes Claim is ſomewhat blind to the 
Prerogative,which is pretended to be gt- 
ven tO S. Peter, Binizs hints at a Proper 
Expedient to make itclear. For luppole 

QUL 
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ves Taviews ds S. abc Rock on 
which he built his Church: How comes 
the Pope to be that Rock? Since. Pe- 
ter being an Apoſtle immediately inſpi- 
red, and [able topen Canonical Scripture, 
ſome of his 3 = were Perſonal, 
and died with him? file tells you , that 
the Priviledge was granted from Chriſt 
to Peter , and from Feter to his Sweceſ- 
fors. So that it was not Chriſt, but Peter 
that gave it to the Bilhops of Kome. Now 
it would extremely puzzle him co ſhew, 
where Peter gave that power to the Bi- 
tkopsof Roe; in what place, at what 
time,:by what At, before what Witncl(- 
tes. All he can produce, is 9. Clements 
counterteit Letter, and that milcacries. 
But i oppoſſrg the Edi of Conſtan- 
tine, the Prot eftants further their Cauſe, 
rather thar fg6t againſt them. Is not ils 
abold Aflertion 2 Their Popes have lid 
Claim tothe whole Empire of the We- 
frern World, even by this very Eazd , of 
Donation of Conſrantine - And yet tha 
Frotefttants did nothing, when they Pro- 
veal itto bea Forgery. This Donation is 
an old Evidence, proving the Divine 
Right of Peter's Privacy , and the Popes 
Szpremacy : Did they promote their 
Cn that proved it to be a Cheat # 
Certa! nly 


Certainly they:that -have Fingersſa lo 
asto graſp at an:Empire, : rebcads 
ſo hard as to claim'it by Fravds, will ſtick 
at nothing they can conceive for their 
advantage. Isit impertinent.to diſcoyer 
Knavery in the Holy Roman. Catholick 
Church; or Impoſture in the Infallble 
Chair? And together with the - Credit 
of Rene, totake away an Empire? Be+ 
| fides the Spiritnal Right of being ,the 
Rock, there are ample Territories and 
C:ties claimed, with a Temporal King- 
dom. : 0 
Let him therefore pretend what - he 
will, the Authority of ſuch Inſtruments 
ts very convenient: And becauſe he 
knows it well enough, he produces-the 
Diplomata, or the Patents of other Kings 
and E 172peronrs, to confirm the Churches 
Secular Right, extant, as he ſaith, 7x #be 
Original , with their Imperial Seals 8s 
particularly theſe of the Moſt Chriſtian 
Princes of France , reftoring thoſe things 
which the Longobardst00k away. But he 
does not tell you, by what Arts they got 
poſleſiion of thoſe Territories at firfr, 
nor by what Ancient Evidences ,Scals, 
or Patents, they held them before the 
Longobards touched them. 

And becauſe a Kingdom 1s of much 
moment 


.- 4 
<6 


. 


” 
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Moment in the Church of Xozve, he fur- 

ther ſaith, As for the Dominion of things 
temporal given'to the Church, herſelf proves 
thers by the Broad Seals of the very Empe- 
rewrs giving them, yet extant in the Ort- 


ginals, and ſbe quietly enjoyeth them, How 


quicther mjoyment is, you may fee by 
that ſtr and oppoſition ſhe meeteth, arid 
by all the clamourx throughour * the 
Chiiftian World, that followeth her 
Ufurparions. Which ſhe defenderh here 


, by the : Seals of Empercurs in general 


Terms, but what Sca's they are, {be ſcor- 


.nethas it were, to mention In particular. 


Which argueth her cauſe tobe as Bed, as 
her pretence is Bold. 


+ But as for the Rights granted to the ſanie 


Roman Church, S.Leo, Fxlix, Romands. 


Gelafius, Hormiſda, Gregorius, and 0- 
ther theirSucceſſors.that flouriſhed famonſly 
from the times of Conſtantine, have de- 
fended then, faith he, rot by the Autbority 


of this Conſiantinian EdiG, bat rather by 
Divine and Evangelical Authority, againſt 


all the Tmpmgners of them. The man 1s wa- 


rily tobe underitood ; for ſome of theſe, 
whom. he pronounceth as ;Defenders , 
violently oppoſe their claim, as Gregory 
in particular : who for himſelf and all 
ki Predeceſiqrs , renounceth that Blſ- 


tbe- 


/ 


Greg. (16, 


370 
Greg. ltb. 


Ed. 20 


4. Epijt. :- 


phemons Title, which John of Conft enti- 
zople firlt arrogated, but the Biſhops of 
Rome acquired afterwards, by the Gift of 
Phocas, the bloody Emperour. So that 
all theſe are Mummers, brought in, 'as it 
were in a Maſque, to ſhew their vizars, 
and ſay nothing. For of all theſe Roman | 
Biſhops mentioned by Binins, Gregory | 
was the laſt : who telttfieth, that nowe of | 
his Predeceſſors ever claimed fuch a Ti- 
tle. 

We. may further note, that he ſpeak 
here with much Confufion , becanſe he | 
ſpeaks of the Rrghts granted to the Roman | 
Cherch ; but does not diſtingniſh be- 
tween the Divineand Humane Rights of 
which he is treating. For the Buſineſs he 
1s now upon, 1s the Temporal Klugdom; in 
deiending of which theſe Popes down to 
Grczoiy did forbear to uſe the Authortty 
of this Conſtantinian Edi@, as he calleth 
't { by wav of ſcorn) not becauſe the 
had it not, but rather(as he pretends )be- 
cauſe they had no need of it , having 
caough to ſhew by Divine and Evangeli- | 
cal Authority tor the ſame. Which is | |: 
another pretence as bold and impudent } 5 
as the former. For,l think,none of his ! t 
own Party wlll aver, that the Biſhop of 
Rome can claim a Temporal Kincdom by 
the Holy Scripture. As 
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« " ORLATE.. 
As for any other Claim by this Conſt ax- 
tizian Edi, or any Doxation elſe of Em- 
peronrs, before the Longobards, he {light- 
ethall: eſpecially the Authority of this 
Conſtentinian Edid, conceruing which, 
he ſaith, * None of all thoſe , who fate 
* over the Church before the year IO0C. 
* many of which law the genuine Acts of 
©Sylveſter recited, concerning which we 
. * {pake above , is read to have made 
* any mention of this Edict, For as much 
*as the Counterfeit Edid was not yet ad- 
* ded to the Acts by the Greek Impo- 
* ſtars. 
He does nat tell us how he came to 


| know, that many of the Komar Biſhops 


ſaw the gexnine Ads of Sylveiter, befare 


| the vear-1000. that <P an Artifice er 
| Color only, as if there were two divers 
| Books of Syloeſters AFs, and the one a 
| true one. He tells us not a word of the 
! Contents that were in them : but he be- 


tore told us plainly, that the AF. of Syl- 
velter the Pope, were falſly written in Greek 


' under the name of Euſcbins Biſhop of Czx- 
| farea, that they were ot known till 1000. 
| Jears after Chriſt, coming then forth in 


FEnfſebius, þ7s Nawe. And now he telleth 


| 1s as plainly, that the Cemmterfeit E;ct 
} was not yet added tothe ATs by the Greek 
: Impolt zr \ 2 ihe 


272 


The pocr Greeks on \ wfiows he to all 
the Load of Impoſtare, never injoyed the 
benetit of theſe Acts, nor ever pleaded 
the Impoſture as the Latines did. And 
in all likelyhood they made, that Jaid | 
Claim and Title to the Supremacy by 1t, | 
Since therefore the Queltion 15 come: to 
this, 1Uho were the Impoſtors * we mult | 
define againſt him, that the Connterfeit 
Edid was added to the forged Ads, not »y 
the Greek,, but Latine Impoſtors. 

For how Counterteit to ever he will | 
have it, Pope Adrian im his Epiſtle to Con- | 

ltantine and Irene, which remains inſer- 
red in the Nicene Conneil, recites this 
wholc Fjtory almeſt in the (ame Manmer, | 
and lo confirmes it by the Truth of this 
Fadid. As Birins himfelf telleth us on | | 
the words Tp/e errim. | So that the Edd | 
was pleaded long betor? the Greeks ad- | 
ded it ty the Acts of Sylveſter. For | 
Fofe Adrian dicd 1n the year 7 95,| 
and the Acts of Sylveſter were unknown | 
ti the year 1c00, Yet this Adrian} 
funded his Epiſtle to the Emperour! 
and Empreſe,in the tecond Nitere Commeity|. 
rjomn _ truth of this Fdidf, OnAQ MN very; 
trutÞ, the Story he tcileth 15 rhe ſame © 
Con; rantine's L eprofie . &c. contained inf 
the Donation, VV hich it Panrys had bee 
wy 


pleaſed toremember , was publiſhed. by 
the Latires in 1fdo 


on'of the Comncils, about the year Cgo. 


Where the Greeks in all probability firſt 


found it, and were cheatcd, ( as many 
Wiſer men have imce been} with the ap- 
pearance of it there. So that f{earchin 
Itup to the Fountain Head , it reſts {till 
among the Romunys. | 
By the way, to {hew you that Bizrius js 
his Crafts. Maiter , over again{t thcſc 
words concerning Adrian beture mentl- 
oned, he putteth down that Famous Mac- 
ginal Note 5 Donatio Conttuntin! caxfir- 
matur, The Donation of Conltantine zs 
confirmed: not by Binzs, as the imple 
Reader would fuppeſc, but by 4ddrians 


| Epiſtle, recorded in the 2 Nicene Conn, 


and cxpreli]y containing the whole Fable 
of Conftamine's Leprolic, Vilzon , and 
Baptiſm. So that the fir{t that ever knew 
Itin the World, for ought | can yet per- 
ceive, was this Adrian, ot Wiom We hav 
ſpoken ſomewhat betore. 

Now he comes to {hew, how grecuty 
the Fopes received this Cheat ot the 
Greeks. Awore thoſe who received 1c 
Ads of Sylvciter in good ſvoth, corrupteed 
thun withthe addition of this counterfeit 
EdiG , by an ewil Att, and by the torr; 

V3 faith 


re Mercator's Colleti- 
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faith of the Grectans carried out of the 
Eaft into the Weſt , and that earneſtly de- 
fended them as Legitimate and Genuine, 
and pure from all fraud and Impoſtzre, 
the firſt is found, (aith he, to be Pope 
*Pope Io * Leo the Nineth: Whe in an Epiſtle to 


6, CIrer 1 


ns 


te Dona. Michael of Conſtantinople, and Leo of 


t on, Acridanum , Biſhops , in the year of our 
Redemption, 1054. makes mention of the 
Nonation of this Conltantimian Edi@, 
made to Sylveſter. From whence , T be- 
lieve, it was, that much Faith and Autho- 
rity being hereby added unto it , very many 

* The Gra» . 

veſt ana Of the * Graveft and moſt Learned Do- 

moſt Fors, without any ſuſpition of Fraud or 

Learne®.  Impoſture, with gaod Faith did read and 


Doctors 
amonz the YeECe7UEC Zh. | 


Papirtsuic He makes a large Conteſlion here; 
«-v uſpi- Wherein three things are fit to be noted. 
tion, The firft that ever uſed this Edi& was 4 
Pope: Pope Les 9. 2.He uſed it immediate- 
ly after it came forth: For Sylveſters Acts 


came forth about the year 1060. berng af- 
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terwards increaſed with the Addition of * 


this EdiG of Conſtantine; and ſome 54. 
years after, the Pope made nie of the Do- 
nation in it. Wherein be 3s followed by 
many , vry many of the Graveſt and moſt 
Tearned Popiſh Do@ors which is the 


third thing to be noted, This fault ofthe | 
Popiſh | 


Popiſh Doors , who did read and re- 
ceive this Donation of Conſtantine, withs 
out any ſuſpition of F raud and Impoſture, 
being by Bixins charged upon the Pope. 
The Shepherd went out of the way, and 
the Sheep followed him. The Caprain, 
and the Herd, did all ſtray and miſcarry : 
Leo g. being ſomewhat like the Dragon 
in the Aevelation, that threw down the 
third part of the Stars with his Tail. 
Binins his Cure is but the ſhift of a 
Mountebank, to ſave his Credit. There 
are Errours and Herefies in the Dowzation 
of Conlt antine , which whoſoever recet- 
veth the Donation, he recciveth them in 
like manner : And to ſay, that the Head 
and its Members in the Church of ome 
were deceive by the Evil Art and ſorry 
Faith of tie Grecians , while they licked 
up this Vomit of 34//amon, for the Popes 
advantage; 1s but a ſorry ſhifr, a Cor- 
rofive that eats like a Canker. For it 
ſhews how the Holy Catholick Roman 
Church may be deceived; Head and Mem- 
bers, Pope and Doctors, Prieſts and Pco- 
pic. Ihey were impoſed on by an Evil 
Art 1t ſeems, and fivallowed down Here- 


ſie in Conftantine's Donatios. 


But that Bins lycs in his prevaricati- 
ou about the Greeks, and that the Greeks 
V 4 were 
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werenot the Authors of the Domtion,” 
and that it did not intend to hurt the 
Papes Chair, is evident by this. The Do- 
nation was made not to overthrow, but 
confirm the Divine Right of the P 
Supremacy , Point blank againſt what 
Binins pretends, He that made it had an 
eye both to the Temporal and Spiritxal 
Priviledges of the Roman Chair. For 
the Donation applicth thoſe Scriptures,on 
which the Popes build their Right, to 
S. Peter's Succellors, and makes the Em- 
percur to note. that the Will of our Sa- 
viour was the Root of all his Kindnefs to 
the Chair : nav it exprefly throws all on 
our Sayiours In{titution. For it 7s juſt, 
that the Koly Law ſhould retain the Head 
of the Principality there , where our Savi- 
our, the Inſtituter of H. Laws, commanded 
the bleſſed Peter to undertake the Chair of 
the Apoſtleſhip. Where you may note a- 
nother fetch of the Papilts: Leſt what 
our Saviour did to S. Peter {ſhould ſeem 
to0 remote to concern AKome: that they 
might make the Channel of Convevance 
clear, theſe old Counterteirs record, that 
S. Peter did not come to Rome by chance, 
but being invelted in ſo great an Heredi- 
tiry power, our Saviour chofe the place 
where it ſhould reſt ; andithat Peter came 
LO 
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to Rome, and there undertook the Chair. 
X of his Apoltleſhip, by oxr Saviours Com- 
| mandment. Which if they could make 
the World believe, their work would be 
half done. So that it utterly deſtroys 
the Intereſt of the Greeks, and the Dona- 
tionis Root and Branch altogether Ag- 
wer. Neither did the Greeks ever ulc it 
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| todiſgracethe Roman Church, for ought 
| Teanfind, thovgh the Romans uſed it, to 
; wagnifiz their. Church above all other 


Churches. 
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py CAP. XXII 


| | Melchiades connrterfeited. Ilidore Merca- 
tor confeſſed tobe a Forgery. The Coun- 
cil of Laodicea corrupted, both by a 
Fraud in the Text, and by the F alje 
Gloſſes of the Papiſts. 


- —T— —_—— 


Bt He Forgery put out at firſt in the 
| name of Melchiades, concerning 
> | the PrimitiveChurch, and the Alunificence 
of the Emperonr Conltantine, hath now 

tena clauſe added ro the Title, vis. 
Faljiy aſcribed to Melchiades: In Binins, 
L avbe, and the Colle@& io Regia. Upon thoſe 
words, Falfy aſcribed 19 Melchiades , Bi- 
nius 


aids ſpeakerh thus. © That this Epiltle 
* was aſcribed to Alelchiades , appeareth 
© Can, Futuram 12.9.1, © Can. Decrevit. 
© Diſt. 88. which bearing the name of | 
* Melchiades, contain tor the moſt part | 
* the things which are written here. It. | 
© appeareth from hence alſo, that hitherto 
* it was commonly put in the former Edi- 
* tion of the Councils, jult after the De- 
*crees of Melchiades the Pope. Thus 
was this counterfeit Epiſtle placed a- 
ibid. mong their Laws and Councils, © But 
© that it was noted with the falſe Titleand | 
*name of Melchiades, appeareth from _ 
© hence; ( ſaith he }) becauſe it niaketh 
© mention of the Nicere Council - which 
© by the conſent of all men happened af- 
©ter the death of Melchiades, and after 
© the Baptiſm of the Emperour : not un- 
* der Aelchiades, but under Sy/veSZer, in | 
*the year of Chriſt 325. being the 20 
*year of Conſtantine, as almolt all Hifto. 
* rians unanimoutly do teſtife. Perhaps. 
© therefore it 1s more true, that Tfiaore 
- dy * himſelf, being a Compiler, rather than a 
ET * Collector, was the Author of this Epi- 
©{tle: Which it 1s certain was made out | 
* of the third Canon of the Council of |: 
* Chalcedon, and a certain fragment of the | 
*24 Epiſtle in the 1. Book of Pope Gre- | 
| gory, | 


3 


* gary , an 


nd the Hiſtory of the *Niceme 
© Council. Bare. Ar. 312. Nx. 00, 

Here we come to know the manner 
how Decretal Epiſtles were made : Good 
paſlages ſtoln out of the Fathers, are 
clapt Artificially together, and a Grain 
or two of 7ntereſe, thrult neatly in, makes 
up an Epiſtle. This of Bimius 1s plain 
dealing. T/dore 1s confetſed to be a Com- 
pzler, that is, a Forger, rather than a Co/- 
leFor, or Recorder of the Councils. 

* Note this well - becauſe Iſidere 1s 
the Fountain (a muddy dirty one) out of | 
which they drink their waters. 

This acknowledgment 1s the more con- 
ſ1derable, becaufe Baronins, Labbe, and 
Coſſartius, and the Colled7io Regie, herein 
do keep Fi7ins Company. | 

Confciling it to be {toln out of S. Gre- 
gory , he acknowledgeth it to be made 
almoſt 30o years after it was pretended : 
Which draivs near to the time of Hadriex 


- the Firſt, and ſheds another Ray of Light 


on the Original of theſe Impoſtares. 

Inthe time of Sylveſter there happened 
many Councils. One Feather 1s finely 
thruſt in, into that at Ar/es, to adorn the 
Papacy : The Pope is ſet before the Em- 
perour, In that of Ancyra, the AMarri- 
age of Deacons is permitted, Can. ', Prieſts 
alſo 
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alſo were not compelled to leave. their 
Wives, unleſs they were taken in Adultery. 
Can. 8. The Cup 'and the Bread were both 
given 10 the People, Can. 13. Inthe Coun- 
cil of Laodicea it 1s determined, that the 
Scriptures ſhould be read on the Sabbath 
days. Can. 16. And that we owght mot to 
leave the Church of Go, and go and call 
wpor Angels, and make Congregations 
which are krown ta be forbidden. If any 
oe therefore be found obſerving this hid- 
den Tdolatry, let hive be accurſed; becauſe 
he leaves our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Son of 
God, and gives himſelf over to Idolatry. 
Can. 35. . 

The Invocation of Angels, though 
they were knowit tobe Angels, is by « 
Council of Laodicea called 1dolatry : 
Which vindicates Dr. Stillizg fleet , in bis 
acceptation of the word 7delatry, from 
the cavils of his Adverſary. The Caun- 
cil elteemeth the very calling upon Angels 
a forſaking of Chriſt , and an hidden Ids- 
latry. 

Many attempts have been made to 0- 
verthrow the Caron: 1 ſhould be tedi- 

_ ous, ſhould I give you all their ſeveral 
ways to evade'it, That which lies under 
oy Cognizance, is their corrupting of the 
place. 

Angelus 


been 


gulos, Angels 1nto Corners; making the 
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Angelus and Angnlae, being two words 
inthe Latine, near of. Kin, though inthe 
ſenfe they difter much, the one fignifying 
an mw the other a Corner; ſome have 

oO bold, as to turn AzgeÞbs into Arw- 


Canon to run thus ; We ought not to leave 
the Church of God, and to go and call up- 
ox Corners. Though neither the ſenſe of 
the place, nor the word in the Greek 
Tongue, nor the occaſion of the Canon 
w1ll bear if. 

Binins indeed 1s not fo bold as to put it 
into the Text, but as a wariens Reading 
he puts 1t over againlt the Text in the 
Margins to{umble the Reader, or make 
11m obdurate. 

Theodoret, an Ancient Father, livirig Theod. is 


. near the times of this Council, obſeryes <2: + 


that by this Canon thoſe Heretichs were 
condemned , who tauzht that Angels were 
tobe worſhipped : As Binizs himſelf upon 
the place confeſleth. 
Epiphanizs , among, other Hereticks , ziphan. 
mentions the Argelici;z again{t whom, in #1950 
all probability, this Canon was made. 
Bel/armine defends Theodoret , and ape 
proves of his Expolition. For there is xo £i6. 1 de 
doubt (faith be ) bus Theodoret mas ſound 25, 1” 
and Crthodox in þis Opinion, concerning 
the 


the Worſbip of Angels. But then he has a 
fetch to clear the Charchoft Rome : Nos 
every pious Veneration of Angels is for- 
bidden, but that only which is due to God. 
Doubtleſs Theodoret was willing to give a 
pious Feneration 30 Angels; but neither he, 
nor the Council of Laedieee, knew of any 
pious Invocation of them. 

But we leave theſe to come. unto Brni- 
#5, In his Notes upon Pzxs his Epiſtle be- 
fore mentioned, he ſaith, © The words of 
<S. Paul, Colol. 2. are written, not as 
* Hierom (uppoleth againſt the Jews, who 
* believed the Stars of Heaven to be An- 
*geis; nor againltthe Szmonazci, as Bel- 
* larmine (uppoled ; but rather againſt 
* the pernicious Doctrine of Cerzzthu: : 
* who holding Chriſt to be a naked man, 
*extolled all the Angels , as the Ma- 
* kers of the World, above him. Yeta 
iittle after he faith the clean contrary. - 
* That Cerinthus did not only not teach, 
*that Angels were as Makers of the 
* World to be adored ;, but rather they 
©were to be had in hatred, as the Au- 
*thors of evii. For the one he citeth 7- 
"enens, Epiphanius, and Tertul/ian : Baro- 
725 tor the other - And (which 1s very 
{range ) himſelt f1deth with all, Which 
vo1 mult conceive to be a zeat eftect or 

clean 
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cleaw conveyance : For by how much the 
more impoſitble the Operation is, the 
Txglers (hight is the more to be admired. 
In very truth, his behaviour is ſuch, thar 
1t makes me too juſtly to fear, they ſay 
any thing in every place, that will ſerve 
their turn , make Cyphers of the Fa- 
thers, and care not a farthing how much 
they contradict themſelves, ſo they be 
not difcerned in doing it - Nay, his con- 
tradiCtions are fo palpable, as if long cu- 
ſtom had made him careleſs of being feen 
roo, and deprived him of his feeling : 
For Lyars, ſpeaking truth and falſhood 
indifferently , for a long time, © at [laſt 
note not themſelves, nor well apprehend 
which of the two they are ſpeaking. And 
they that make a Trade of contradictions, 
inure themſelves, by long habit, will they 
become inſenſible : Which (if need be) 
weſhall more fully and clearly ſhew, out 
of Binius himſelf, upon this occafion. 


CAP. XXIV. 


Threeſcore Canons put into the Nicene 
Counci after Fints, by the care and 
Learning of Alphonſus Pifanus: The 
connterfeit Epiſtles of Sylveſter, and 
that Council. A Roman Comneil wholly 
conmerfeited. Letters connterfeited in 
the Name of Pope Mark, and Atkanaftrus, | 
and the Biſhops of Egypt, to defend the 
Forgeries that were lately added to the 
Nicene Cornc?l. 


Tnrixs hath the Code of the Nicene 
| Council, fairly written in Greek, 
and at the end of it TEaoZ : or m La- 
tine, FINIS. 47 
After this, in agother place, (by it felt) 
under the name of Alphonſns Fiſanws, 
with the Patronage of Francis Turriarr, | 
he bringeth in a whole Legend of Ca. | 
nors, to the number of fourſcore, Fa. | 
thered all upon the Niceze Council. j 
In the Code it felf there are the Epiſtles | 
of Alexander Alexandrinus', Conflantine | 
the Emperour, and the whole $3xod, the | 
Emperonrs Oration , the Recantation of | 
Theognis and Euſebius B:ſhop of Nico- | 
media, the Niceze Creed, and the 7© Ca. | 
WONG | 
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nous of the Nicewe C ce All curiouſly 
written in fair Greek. 

Qut of the Code, after Tea®, there is a 
counterfeit Liſt of the Biſhops Subſcripti- 
oxs (but miſerably depraved)_ to-put the 
betrer face on the reſt of the Forgerics : 
and like many other of the Fraxds, writ- 
ten only in Latine, Then there is-an 
humble Letter, whereby the Council ſub- 
mirteth it ſc}f to the Popes Cenſure z but 
in the Column on the other fide(for there 
are 2 Columns 1n the Leaf it is defaced 
with an empty Blank, tor want ofa Greek 
Copy. 

For fear this Letter ſhould not be ſeen 


often enough, he hath it again, with the 


Anſwer of Pope Sylveſter thereunto ; 
both recorded in anther place, near to 
the Arabick Canons; de:ected by theſe 
marks : They are without any Greek Co- 
Py, arenot among the Acts of the Cour- 
ci], arc full of mittakes and Barbariſmes, 
and clearly refelled by the Genuine Acts 
of the Council it fcIt. 

The Epittles ar» thee. 

SYNGDI NICENE 
Epift ol: 
AD $STLVESTARUOM PAPANM. 
* Beatiflimo Pap Urbis Romze,cum om. 


*1.1 Revercntu colendo, Syloeſtro : Hoſt as 


* Epiſcopt.s 
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« fix Hieroſolymitanz, Yifor & Vincentia 
© 45 ex Urbe Rome, Ordinatiex direttiq- 
© ne tua. | 
< QUONIAM emnia corroborata de 
<Divinis Myſteriis Eccleliaſtice utilita- 
© tis, quz ad robur pertinent Sandz Fc- 
*clefiz Catholice & Apoſtolicz, ad ſe- 
* dem tuam Romanam explanata, & de 
© Graco redacta ſunt , ſcribere confite- 
<mur, nuncitaque ad veſtrz Sedis argu- 
* mentum accurrimus roborart. Itaque | 
© cenſeat veſtra Apoſtolica DoCtrina, E- 

* piſcopos totius veltrx Apoſtolce Ur- 
© bis in unum convenire, veſtrumque ha- 
© bere Concilium, {icut docet'myſtica Ve- 
© ritas, ut firmetur noltra Sanctimonia, 
* oraduſque fixos , vel textus Ordinatia- 
©nistuz Santimonix noſtra poſit habere 
*Regula. Quoniam decet numerum di» 
*ctorum tucrum Coepiſcoporum Aa te fe 
* diicere gradus vel ordinis cenltituere |"; 
* Urbis. Quicquid autcm conſtituimus | , 
*in Concilio Niczno, precamur veſtri | - 
* o:is conſortio confirmetur. Oret Beati- | , 
* tudo tua pro univerſo Concilto. Data pr 
© ?, Kaiend. Juligs. Accepta 13. Kalen. |. 
* das Ni vembris, Panulino & Julians ſums | | 
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= There are a great many faults in it, 
which B:inivs mendeth ; but he did not 
confider how accurare they were in Da- 
ting the time wherein the Letter was re- 
ceived : nor how much thafFouncil con- 
deſcended to the Biſhop of Rome, while 
they wrote in Greek to the comrmon people 
of Alexandria; but tranſlated their Acts 
into Latize, for the Popes underſtanding. 
Ad jedemtuam Romanam explanata ,, &» 
de Greco redaFa. As it the Pope and his 
es, were un:cquainted with the 
Greek Tongue. 
RESCRIPTUM SYLVESTRI 
ad Synodum Nicxnam. 

STLVESTER Epiſcopus Sedis Apeſtolice 
& Sante Catholice Eccleſis Reverende 
Religionis Orbis Rome, fratribus &* Co- 
epiſcopis, qui in Nicznum Conciliun con- 
vererunt in Domino Salutem. 


GAUDEO promptam vos Benignitatem 


ſervare. Nam &* confir mo figeque ad veſtre 


Do@ring reclamantes de Ayſterio vel uni- 
tate Trinitatis Chryſmatis vos ſecundum 
Di@a & Do@rinam Evangelicam Santt an 
accepiſſ Gratiam. De quo Examinations 


probo vera fuiſſe & eſſe manſura, que 11 


veſtrum noſtrumque manavere ate | 


Meum Chirographum &* Diſcipulorune 


meornm offero in veſtro Sando Concilio,, 
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quicquid conſtituiſtis un4 parems dare con- 
fenſum. Atque in gremio veltre Synod: 
parva propter Diſciplinam Eccleſiz alligabs 
precefta, propter Victorinum quz arbitrio 
Jjno quicquid Wet affirmabat., & Cyclos 
Paſchg pronnnciabat fallaces , &* cum E- 
pijcapis toting Orbis Italhz examinatam 
aniverſitatis veſtri San@i Concilii diguetur 
acctpere veritatem. Et aiii manu, Oret pro 
obis Beatitudo veſtri Sandi Concilit Tree 
centorunm Decem & OFo: ut Charitatis 
ire vobis data ef Domini noſtri Teſu 
Chriſiz ſervetur Augmentum. Data 5. 
Kalendas Noyembr. Accepta 4. Idis F e- 
bruarii, Corſtantino Septzes & Conſtan- 
tio Cafare Sarto Conſulibas. 

Though the Nonſenſe be the molt hor- 
rible that ever was ſeen, the'exaCtnels is 
great - For in token of the Spirit of 
Prophecy, the Biſhop of Rome tclleth 
them ar Nee, that they were three hun- 
dred and eighteen , and Cateth the day 
on Which his Letter was received : which 
! chink was extraordinary. 

But there is a contradiction 1n theſc 
Dul! Letters , that mars all. They at 
Niceintorm the Pope, that all the Biſhops 
of the Apoſtolical City were aſſembled in one, 
And held tis Conncil tor him there : The 
i vc on the otier lye tells them oft a 
Counc!! 


* all 
the City of Italy (aſſembled) whence bkms 
the Truth examined by his Diſciples 
there (as he calls them) for them at Nice, 
to receive : which he prayes them to ac- 
cept, &c. TI confeſs the nonfence fo ter- 
rible, that it is difficult to conſtrue it to- 
any ſenſe at all - but divers circumſtances 
Mmterpret the words ſo, that Precepts ſig- 
nifie C anons, and Epiſcopi fotins urbis Ita- 
Iiz, the Roman Synod under Sylveſter : 
As thoſe other words , Menm Chirgara- 
phum @& Dilcipuloram meorum offero ; his 
own Subſcrivrion . and the Subfcription 
of the Biſhops under him , whereby he 
confirmed the Nicene Council. 

For the Legend goes, that while the 
Council was litting at Nice of 218 Bi- 
ſhops, Sy/veſter called a Council at Rome? 
of 267 Biſhops ; where they made Ca. 
nons as they did at Nice, and as good lack 
was, confirmed the Council there: Elte 
alt at Nire had not been worth a Rnſh. 
And to this Kow.tr Council Syloeſter rc- 
Jatcth, when he ſuth, T ſend you mine, 
and my Diſciples hands to give our joynt 
conſent to all, that you have ordained. I his 
s that Council which made the Fpiloens 
Brevis, the commending of which to the 
Nicere Connci], ( were there nothing in 


dS - 


the Letter beſide ) would diſgrace it for 
Cofin-German 'to that putid Forgery, ſo 
oftentoucked m the Epzlogns Breves. 

This Council is ſet by Bizzz#s ( | know 
not why ) before the Niceze Council ; 
though it profelleth it ſelf to be held at 
the ſame time. Perhaps the reaſon is , 
that they cou'd not be ſet down both-to- 
gether, and Priority was to be given to 
the Synod at Rome. 


The Title of this Council 1s, 
CONCILIUM ROMANUM 
Alind, ſub Sylveſtro Papa Primo. 


It immediately follows Conſtantines 
Donation, and PONY on the truth of 
the ſame. 

The Popes See is magnified therein a- 
bove the Skies; and for that reaſfan it 
ihineth among the Councils, as a Direfill 
Comet among the Stars of Heaven. 
| TheProem ſet before it bears the _ | 
of the Ep:leexe, Epilogus brevis, &Cc. 
fort Epilogue of the following Roman 
Council, A Trip mn the Thretnotdmke- 
w1aying the Author. A Learned Coun- 
cil it was, no doubt, that began with the 
concinſion : For the Epilogwe 1s the clolc 
of any aiſcouile, the Prologue 1s the be- 


g101Ng. 
But 


* But this Firſt is a fmall Indecency', we 
proceed tothe matter. The Nzzene Conn- 
cil has the good fortune of being full of 
ſmosthneſs, clarity and Majefty : But 
Binixs finds this ſo rude and rough, that 
he is fain to clear the way by a Premorr- 


tiorx ts the Reader, 


The followine Canons were written ver- Bin. 'n 


batim, (aith he, out of two Ancient Copies, 


Concil. 
Roan. {ub 


which in many places, by reaſon of the de- Sy ves. 


pravation of the Exemplars, can ſcarcely, 
or indeed not at all, be underſtood. Tet 
the Reader cenſure favourably , and corr= 
mmunicate, if he h.th, ſomething more ccr - 
tam. 

You muſt touch it gingerly you ſee, or 
It will fall to pieces. Soleriſmes and Now- 


fenſe are like Ruſt and Cobwebs, tigns of 


Antiquity in the Rowan Church: Elle cer- 
tatnly they would never have dared to 
prefent ſuch Znldy Inſtruments, to the 
F ace of the World. * Burduch Councils 
are fit to ſupport the Myſtery of Inignity, 
which is made a 4Hſtery, by making and 
tupporting ſich Councils. 

Since the Canons are fo ride, we will 
let them go, and come to the Fpilogys, 
which beareth the force of the molt Au- 
thentick Canon. | 

Therein it is recorded, that- iz tte time 
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ly Emperour, while 318 Biſhops fat in Coun-: 


ci at Nice, by the Command of Sylveſter; 
on the thirteenth of the Kalends of July, 
there was a Council of 267 Biſhops conve- 


ed at Rome, by the Canonical Call of the 


Pope: That again condemned Calliſtus , 
Arrius , Photius, azd Sabellius , before 
condemmed in the Nicene Council, and or 
dained, that no Atrian Biſhop retarnine, 
ſhould be received by any but the Biſhop of 
the place. In which alſo, by the conſent 
and Subſcription of all, it was ordaized, 
That 0 Lay-714u ſhould accuſe a Clergy- 
zran, and that no Frieft ſhould accuſe a 
Biſi.op , no Deacon a Trieſt, ro Sub-Deacon 
a Deacon. 0 Acoljthite a Sub-Deacon, no 


Exorciſt an Acolzthite, no Reader an Ex- 
_ orriſt , 0 Door-keefer a Reader. It was 


further ordained, that no Biſhop ſvould. be 
condemned but by the Teſtimony of at leaſt 
1hreeſcore and,twelve Witneſſes , nor ſhall 
rhe Higheſt Pricſt be judged by any, &C. 

I his Decrce 1s put among the Popes 
Jaws by Two Cartonenſts, &c. Doubtleſs 
to the very great caſe and fatisfationof 
the Roxran Clergy : For 1t reaches down, 
YOu know, to the loweſt Orders of Rea- 
ders and Door” keepers. So that they may 
write as many Forgeries as they will; It 

It 
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itbe aPope., no-man can condemn him; 
If itbe a Biſhop, no leis than threeſcore 
and twelve Biſhops, muſt On their Cor- 
poral Oath. prove the Fact againſt him : 
forty four Equals, againſt a Cardinal- 
Prieſt, twenty {3x mult depoſe againſt a 
Cardinal-Deacon of the City of Rome, 
and feven againit a. Door. keeper ; all 
which muſt be at leaſt his Equals. A 
Marvellous Priviledge for the City of 
Rome! Which word Rome,though annex> 
ed only to. C:rdinal-Deacons , yet, for 
ought I know , the Judge will interpret 
its Extent.to all the other Orders; or uſe 
it Eqzivocally, as himſclt liſteth , or as his 
Superiour pleaſcyh. So that in Cauſes 
pertaining to the Interclt of the Rowar 
Church, other Pricits perhaps,belide them 
in the City of Rome, ſhall enjoy the be- 
nefit ob this Law ; but in Cauſes diſplea- 
ling the Pope, and his Accompliccs, none 
{ball enjoy it, but the Pricits of Rome. 
Many ſuch Trap-doors are prepared in 
Laws, where Rulers are pervcrſc and Ty- 
ranmcal ; and whether this be not one 
of thoſe, I Icave to the Readers further 
Examination. 

Mark tuccecded Sylveſter in the See of 
Rome - Betweer whom, and Athanaſius, 
phere were certain Letters framc ,, that 


{tand 
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ſtand upon Record to this day, to prove 
the Canons of the Nicexe Council to 'be 
Threeſcore and ten. Heretofore they were 
'L old Records magnificently cited : 
but now they are worn out : for Barozieys 
and Bellarmixe have lately rejected them; 
who are followed by Brarzes, as heis by 
Labbe and Coſſartixs and the ColleFis Re- 
£3a, all conchuding the Letters to be For- 
ged. The three laſt have this Note upon 
that of Athanaſeus. Hanc ſurreptitiam & 
ab aliquo confi am fuiſſe quinque ratio- 
— mibugoftenditur, &*c. PD OEt- 
aha >: * Thatthis Epiltle is a Counterfeit de- 
Merc: *Viſed by ſome body, appeareth evident- 
©ly by five reafons. Whereof the firft 
© 1s this, In the Controverhe between the 
* African Churches, and the Roman Br- 
© ſhops, ( Zozimms and Boniface ) concer- 
_ © ning the number of the Nzcewe Canons, 
© this Epiſtle was unknown. 2. Atbana- 
*Gns, as 1s ranifeſt by what went before, 
© wasat this time fled into Frarxce, and fo 
<1t conld not be written from A4lexandria 
* and from the Biſhops in Feypt. 3. That 
* Divaſtation fell npon the Church of 
* Alexandria many years after theſe times - 
* in theReien of Conſtantins,&c. As Atha- 
: js yl himſelf witnefteth in his Epiſtle 
* 1d omnes Orthodoxos. 4, Markdied M 
ty "TC 
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« the Nones of '0Fober this preſent year : 
« Conitantize himſelf bemyg yet alive. 
© s. If Pope Mark had ſent a Copy of the 
© Nicere Council out of the Roman Ar- 
© chives, to then at Alexardria, furely 
©*the Roman Copy and that of A4lexan- 
© dria would have agreed thenceforth as 
© the ſame : How then were thoſe three 
* Canons wanting m the Copy, which S$. 
© Cyril ſent from Alexandria to the Aﬀri- 
© cans, which were found in the Roman 
* Copy? | 

He pointeth to the Commonitoriuns 


ſent from Koxre to the Sixth Council of 


Carthage; and verifies all the Story we 


have related ; by rejecting theſe Letters 


of Merk and Athanaſins, made on pur- 
pole to detend the Forgeries there de- 
tected. For which he cites Baron. A336. 
21. 59,60. and Bellarm. de Rom. Pont, lib. 
2.0dP.,25. 

This Epiſtle was alledged by Harding 
againſt Jewe/, and by Hart againlt Raz- 
zolds for a good Record, How formal- 
ly it was laid down by the Elder Col- 
lectors you may fee with your eyes: and 
may find it frequently cited by the molt 
learned Papilrs. Such as theſe being their 
beltand only Evidences. 
| After 4/4rk Julins facczeded. The Epi- 
[tle 
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PininEpift Jalus 1. is now confeſled to be a Forge- 


' ſecond place, bearing the Names of the 


| Falius returned in anſwer hath the like 


of the Faſt to Pope 
Iy. FVeram Oe germanam non extare pre- 
ter authoritatem Baromi illud afferentis.ea 
que ſupre in principio- Epiſtolarum Julit 
annotavi confirnant : Saith Pinus. Again 
he ſaith, © T his Epiſtle which is put in the' 


© Biſhops of the Eaſt, ſeems to be compi- 
© Jed by ſome uncertain Author, both by 
© the concurrent Teltimony of Sozomern, 
© and Socrates, and becauſe thou mayeſt 
© obſerve many things to be wanting, and 
© ſome in the words and things exprefied 
© tobechanged, 

Reſcriptam Julit | The Epiſtle which 


Note upon it. Hanc mendoſam,corruptar, 
& a quodam ex diverſts compilatan, &Cc. 
© That this Epiſtle 1s counterteit, corrupt, 
* and compiled by ſome body out of di- 
vers Authors, the Canſulſhips of Felici- 
* anus and Maximianus evidently ſhew, 
—BECs 
The mattcrin theſe Epiſtles is the Popes 

Supremacy : the unlawfulneſs of calling 
Councils, but by his Authority his Rieht 
of receiving Appeals; with other Themes, 
which Ambition and elF Intereſt ſuggeſt, 
and of which genuine Antiquity 1s totally 
lent. Havy- 


ſo fortunately glanced npon 
that Sixth Council, I ſhall not trouble the 
Reader with any -more - but bewailing 
whatI obſerve, befeech him earneſtly to 
weigh: this Baſzeſs walking iz the Dark, 

and-take heed of a Pope and a Chxrch, 
that hath exceeded all the World in For- 

gerie. For let the Earth be fearched from 

Eaſt to Welt, from Pole to Pole, Jews, 

Turks, Barbarians, Hereticks, none of 
them have ſoared ſo high, or ſo often 
made the Father of Lies their Patron, in i” 
things of fo greatNature and Importance. S 
Since theretore the Mother of Lycs hath F 
eſpouſed the Father of Lies for her ath- 
{tance, and the accurſed produdtion of 
this adulterate brood 1s ſo-numerous z_ I 
leaveit to the Judgement of every Chri- 
ſtian ,. what Artzqaity or Tradition (he 
"can have, that is guilty of fucha Crime, 
and detiled with fo great an Otkſpring 
of notorious Impoſtures. 


Having ſo 


ſixth Conncil of Carthage , whence they 
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AN 
APPENDPEX: 
Cardinal Baronius his Grave Cenſure and 

Reproof of the Forgeries : His fear that 


they will prove deſira@ive and pernici- 
ous to the See of Rome. 


Afgy , a Prieſt of the Church of 
Africa, being Excommunicated by 
his Ordinary, for ſeveral notorious crimes, 
flies to Rozwe for Sanctuary 3 Zozinmws the 
Biſhop receives him kindly, givcs him the 
Communion, and ſends Orders to fee 
him reſtored. Hereupon th: Africax 
Charches convene a Council, namely, the 


ſend a modeſt Letter, bur as Sincere as 
Powerful . ſhewing how after all ſhifts 
and Evaſions, Apzarizs had confelled his 
Enormities; and that both the Nzcere 
Council, and clear Reaſox, was againſt 
the diſorder of ſuch Appeals: All Cauſes 
being to be determined in the Province 
where they aroſe, by a Biſhop, Patriarch, 
or Council. upon the place. Otherwiſe, 


lay 


2 299 
ſay they, how cam this Beyond-Sea - Evift. Con- 

_ £ firm , where the neceſſary ang _— 

rance of Witneſſes cannot be made , either flia, 

by reaſon of weakneſs of Nature, or Old 

Age, or many other Impediments? They 

decry the Innovation of the Biſhop of 

Rome 1n arrogating that Authority , Jeſs 

the ſmoakge Pao of the pride of this World id: 
ſhould be brought ints the Church of Chriſt. 

This Epiſtle is on all ſides owned and 

confeſled tobe a good Record. It was 

ſent to Celeſtine the Succeſlor of Zozimus 

and Boniface. 

About 100 years after, Ex/abizs fate in 

the Chair at Alexandria, ( ſome call him 
Eulalizs: ) Between him and Boniface 2. 

there are two Epiltles extant, out of 

which it is gathered , that after the ſixth 
Council of Carthage , the African Chur- 

ches were Excommunicated by the Ro- 

man for 100 years, and reconciled at laſt 

upon the Submiſſion of Exlalizs, Arch. 

biſhop of Carthage, accurling S. Auguſtine, 

and hisown Predcc-ilors. | 

Concerning thcle two Epililes, Cardi- d 

nal Bellarmine giveth his Opinion thusz |, i 4 
| Valde mihieas Epiſtolas efſe ſuſpeFas, Ec. $xm, por. Z 
© [ havea mighty ſuſpition of theſe Epi- #b.2, cap, 
<(tles- For firſt they ſeem to be repug- ** 

© nant to thoſe things which we have _ 
* KEN 


Y 


Q_-; 


© ken concerning the Unton of S. Augx- 
© tine, Eugenins , Fuleentiws , and other 
© Africans with the Roman Church : And 
* again , cither there was no Exlabizs of 
* Alexandria, to whom Borriface ſeemeth 
*towrite; or at leaſt there was none at 
© thar time : as 1s evident out of the Chro- 
*nology of Nicephorus of Conſtantino- 
©ple. Beftdes, Boriface intimates in his 

© Epiſtle, that he wrote at the Command- 
* ment of Juſtizus the Emperour. But 

* Tuftirns was dead before Boniface began 

* rofit ; as is maniteſt our of all Hiltortes. 

* Moreover, the Epiſtle which is aſcribed 

to Boriface , conſiſts all of it almoſt of 
*©rwo fragments, of which rhe one 1s ta- 

© ken out of the Epiſtle of Pope Hormiſ- 

© dato Johz, the other out of the Epiltle 

*of S. Gregory tO the Biſhops of France : 

© eventhe 52 Epiſtle of his fourth Book, 

* Now E. Greeory Was not born at that 

* time: nor 1s 1t credible that Gregory 

© took thoſe words out of Borrrface, lince 

* the Site is altogether Cregorzar. 

*In the Epiſtle alſo which 1s Fathered 
© upon Ful.:b;us the Carthaginian, there is 
© 2 Sentence of S. Greeories inſerted, out 
*of the 26 Epiltle of his fourth Book : 
* and th< relt of that Epittle 1s nothing 
© but 2 traoment of an Epiſtle of Jobx, 

| © the 
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©the Biſhop of 
* Hormiſda. | 
Notwithſtanding all theſe reaſons, Bel- 
larmine 1s afraid to damn the Epiltles - 
but Cardinal Barons 1s a little more 
bold. He judges 1t inconvenient for the 
Church of Rowe, that any ſuch Forgeries 
were ever made : And upon the occalion 


_ of theſe two Epiſtles, utterly difgraces 7- 
_ fidore Mercator tor a mecr 1mpoſtor. 


Whether in ſo doing he 1alves the 
Sores of the Roman Ciutch, rhat hath 
been guilty of verdirg them, the expert- 
ence of Ages yet to come, Will hereafter 
evidence. In the mean time let us ſee 
what he ſaith. 

Iz Not. HMartyrol, ad 16. OFobr. he lay- 
eth down thele words: Scras falſar & 
adulterinam Epiſtolam illam, que fertur 
nomine Bonifacu 2. &*c. Know, that the 
Epiſtle which is carried abroad in the name 
of Bonitace 2. to Eulalius Brfbop of Alex- 
andria, which is extant, and publiſhed in 
the ſecond Tome of the Councils of the lat 
ter Edition, is fulſe aud adulterate. 

And ſpeaking concerning the Schiſm, 
Excommunication, and Re-union of the 
African Churches , he faith, $7 hec vers 
ſant, Ec. Tf theſe things are true.certains 
ly then all the Martyrs and Confeſſors, 

: which 
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which were at that very time crowned with 
HMartyrdom inthe African Charch,or other- | 
wiſe waxed famous by the Merits of their | 
Eminent SanGity, muſt be blotted ont of the | 
Lift of 8aints, which THE HOYL RO-: 
MAN CHURCH 3zt ſelf hath, in its Alar- 
tyralogy, numbred among the Martyrs, qr 
reckoned among the Confeſſors. Since it is| 
oft manifeſt by 4 FD Ponſand Sentences of 
Cyprian, Augultine, and all the Fathers, 
that out of the Church there can be no Mar-| 
tyrdom, nor any kind of Sandity. 
If Lycs were always conliltent, Trurh 
would be amazed.God doth infatuate the 
- Counſels of his Encmics, and turn their 
Wildom mto Foolithnets. They run into 
conveniences, ſometimes fo great, that 
they cannot be remedied. Could. a Lye 
ſhun all inconvenicnce , and ſeeto its In 
tcreſt on every f1dc, it would be as wi 
and perfect as [} cath it ſelf, 
I3id. nin amplixs ex Colleeis Aureltt , Ec 
© Bur yet furtiier, among other Compani 
* ons of Anrcizss , the molt holy Fathe 
ES, Anguſline. the m olt je rious Beam 
*the Catholick Ci UCH , Vi a8 accuſed 1 
© that tt piſt e. Who >cing clouded Wit 
*rthe fame My * of Schiſm, mult (1t tho! 
« Epittles be true ) bc blotted out of tl 
« Clat> of the Vectors of Ho!y Churc 
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be 
© of the Martyrology 


3 nor only fo, but 


© out of the Kalender of the HOLY RO. 


*MAN CHURCH. For it is moſt cer- 
© tain, that after the aforeſaid. Avrel/zz-. 
© he departed this life, within the ſpace 
© of the time before-mentioned. What 
*\hould I reckon the Fnlgextiwſes, the Ex- 
* gerinſes, and others,almolt innumerable 
*men, moft Famous for Holineſs and 
*Learning , to be accounted in the ſame 
*condition £ 

It 1s a common Artifice in the Chxrch 
of Rome, to propagate thele Forgeries as 


far as they are able, by them to polleſs the 


minds of men with great apprehenficns 
of the Popes high and Infallible Power ; 
and if at at any time they are deteGted,to 


_ caſt the blame ou private perſons: while 


the Churchts free (they pretend) from 
ſuch Abominations, I defire you to note 
therefore , that the HOLY ROMAN 
CHURCH it f<1f is the Author of Her 
Mertyrologies and Kalendars, and that the 
HGLY ROMAN CHURCH ber ſelf 
hath Canonizcd her Sazzts, and made 
Holy-days, and put them into her Brev/4- 
ries : And it was this very HOLY RO- 
MAN CHUCH, that pur the counterfezt 
Council of Sineſſa into her Martyrologies, 


t{;yv : 
er of Saints , nay out 


Y 2 the 


Rl, 
ES, 


Ibid, 


Appendix, 
the Lying Legend of Sylveser into the 
Roman Breviary, Authorized by three 
Popes, and the Council of Trent; and her 
counterfeit Decretals among her Laws, in 
all her Conſiſtories , and Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts of Higheſt Juaicature. So that if 
Baronius do not cir, the ROMAN 
CHURCTH 1 liable to the Charge of 
theſe Baftard-Antiquities : For which 
cauſe he nigkre well break out into that 
angiy Fxtalic, Ecco i quod Diſcrimen 
Urns ilidorus Mercator, zlarum Epiſtola- 
rum Colleffor, res oſiras adduxit! ut ex 
et parte periclit. ri videatur Eccleſia, Oc. 
< Behold into what peril, one Thdore 1er- 
* calor., thc Colicctor af thoſe EF Epiſtles, 
hath brought our Ailairs! So that the 
*CHURCH ſecmeti on that ſ1de to be 
Ra erg pi if we ſhall ſay, thoſe thi [ings 
© which ke hath colicdlcd, or rathe: feigns 
ce; beti nm and currain. If the Ronan 
Church be found 2Ulity of t orgeiy , in 
Baronins iis jacg ment, Ihe is utterly rul- 
I1}C<: 


tis ofnc inal Importance, did he on... 


ly confcls ti © things to be feigned (ras) 
ther than co! i 4e@) Winch the! r great. 
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Chnrch runneth, is more. For they have 
ſo many Fubrerfuges about the Romarn 
Cherch, that it is more difficult to find it, 
than to vanquiſh it. It was not the Pope 
in aformal Conncil, that Excommunica- 
ted tne Church of Afriet, or that put hex 
Saints firſt into tho Roman Martyrolo- 
gies , ou it was the Ho's Roman Cimrih, 
And indeed , if the Holy Komamn wrt. 
and her Authority. be no: tobe fourd it 
her 2: To, books and Breviaries.ACr pin 
and Cor) ories, her Laws and Decrees, 

_ her Maurtyrologies a> Kalenders , her 
Pohes and 2 Fa OE KNOW not Where to 
mcct with Her: - 1f nothing elic be 
the R317 She . a Fope and Coun. 
cil United , the Roar 17: Church 15 PUT a 
blinking b; ſincls. Thcre is no Roma 


Church (upon this account ſometimes for 


tWO Or tees Ages together: for the al- 
ways vaniſhes upon the diiloiution of the 
Council. 

The Roman Charch is ing creat iira't ; 
but {he may thank her l-1t. She threw hS 
{elt into this Peril. by making her feii 4 
Schitmatick, an Uu: per 768 t Of CH, JA! 
firſt breaks the Kale + and it the Pore ax! 
his Doftors about him be the Remi 
Church, as they ccrtainly mult needs ve 5 
(for all that depart from them, hail be 
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Schifmaticks: if the Head of the Church, - 
and all the Members that cleave unta it, 
be the Roman Ehurch , fhe firſc brake the 
Rule, and then forged Ancient Canons in 
the Name of the Nzcexe Conncil,to defend 
her Exorbitancy - ſhe cut her ſelf off 
from the true Charch in the ſ1xth Coun- 
cil of Carthage, by a perverſe inveterate 
obſtinacy 3 and to acquit her felf after- 
wards, laid the Curſe and Scandal upon 
others, She pretends, at leaſt, that the 
moſt Holy Churches were Excommuni- 
c:red; that 217 Biſhops in a Sacred 
Council, Alypizs. S. Auguſtine, Ayrelins, 
and all his Cgllegues, were puffed up with 
pride by the Taſtigation of the Dezil , and 
accurſed by a Dreadful Excommunicati- 
0: for fo it is in the Epiſtle of Bonifave 2. 
to Eulalize. And now ſhe hath nothing 
left to ſupport her Enormity, but that 
Greatneſs alone , which by theſe Forge- 
ries {hc hath acquired and maintained. 
Theſe Thorns are never to be pulled out, 
but the Vers and Szrews WIll follow aft- 
ter- For in rexcCting theſe ( Thorns in her 
ſides) all her Authority, Infallibility, An- 
tiquity, T radition, Onaity, Succeſſion, Cre- 
dit and Veracity 15 gone. 

As for Baronixs, and the way he takes, 
a man may ſafely throw away the Sword, 
when 
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wind he has killee {the Enemy : but the 
Churchof Xomwe isnot arrived to fuch an 
happineſs. Politicians pull down © the 
Ladder by which they have gotten upto 
the Top of their deſires. But the cale 1s 
altered here : They are undone, if the 
Ladder be removed. Io acknowledge 
theſe Helps to be Forgeries, 15 their ap- 
parent R77e. 

Some Papiſts ufe theſe COunterteits, by 
vertue of which their Predcceilors ac- 
quired,and eftabliſhed ther Empire, as 
Uſwrpers do Traytors, by whole v illanons 
help they are featcd 1n the Throne, Bur 
they can never watlh off the Guiit they 
have contracted 3 nor maie the Act, © 
the Crime (committed once ) to ve — 
andone. After 700 vears enivyment of 
the Benelit, they begin to {ghr the means 
of acquirmg it - But it ts, becaute they 
cannot help it. I he Cheat 3s acterted, 
and they wou'd fain perfivade the VV Qi 
they are Innocent of it, Ailt of them £i- 
ther hold theſe things ro be £2 Forgerres, 
or C if Foreeries ) to bw nent of th, 

Ehc Contetlion ts not Gemiine, like wt 
of $. Peter ; rather it 1SawWkwWard anc wvit- 
row Ya. Ike that of 4 {Par tld 5 Wine 
Cor Effion THC {[1xth C Counctof Carts 
obſerves to he to reed. toi ater hy 1 
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obſtinately perfiſted, as long as ooikble, 
Inan impudent denial, reviled his Jadges, 
abuſed the Koxzarn Chair, diſordered the 
Church, and inflamed the World, when 
God had brought him into fo vali a (trait, 
that he could do no otherwiſe : then the 
Fraudulent Diſſembler , as they call tum, 
fled to Confellion ; but the Root of h1s 
Malevolence he retained in him. 

Some Papilts confeſs thefe Forger1cs, 
but deny them to be theirs: They con- 
feſs the things. but jultitie themſelves, 
The things they ſay are Forgerzes , but 
themſclves no Foreers : And whether of 
the two be the greater Impudence,1s hard 
to define: They confeſs the Frazd, but 
make no Reſtitution, All their Dritt Is 
to ſave their Ski: when one pretence 1s 
broken, they fly to another : nay , they 

g09 on to quote rhefe things . even now 
they ccnfels them : where they are not 
detected they {till do quote them 3 and 
with itil, they were as able to conceal 
anc. ccfind them, as ever : For for one 
that knows them ,they mect with a thou- 
lan that are 1930 Yrant of thole devices. 
i here they ait] alc their Conviction, 
and hide their Confelſlion with the Iono- 
ra:it, 5nd before ſuch make ſhew of 
theſe Fraud; , as of great and giorious 
Amntt- 


Antiquities; though, li 
transform themſclves ito orher ſhapes 
before the more Learned. They find it 
me<t and neceſlary ro fail with eve 
Wind, and to adapt themſelves fitly in 
their diſcourſes, both to them that know 
them, and to them that know them not z 
with them that know them they ſeem 
to decry the Impoltures, 

Theſe things I ſpeak, not to the poor 
ſimple ſeduced Papiſts, who did they bee 


lieve and know theſe things, would ab- 


hor them tothe Death; but to the Sedx- 
cers themſelves, who ſo delude the Tgno- 


rart, and are by all Azthods ever bulie 


in carrying on the Cauſe of the Temporal 
Kingdom of the Church of Rome - as by 
their ob{tinate practiſes is molt apparent. 

Baronius himſelf bewrayeth his Con- 
fcllton to be without any purpoſe of a- 


mendment 5 even by the Detence he Ma-. 


keth , for his good Old Friend, the Ba- 
{card 1Gdore. 

A Jeram of Frague ,-Ora Job Huſs , 4 
Letizzer, or a Kidley, though never fo 
holy and pure in cther things, were to be 
curſed with Bell, Beok and Candlc, 1t the 
leaſt Errour appeared in them, that re- 
ticcted on the Popes Seczrity « Though 
never fo Innocent, they were with all 
v1vlent 
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violent fury purſued to 

a man have this one Vertue, of maintain- 

ing the Popes 7zter«/#, he may lye, and 
cog, and cheat, and forge: abuſe Apo. 
ſtles, Conncils, Fathers, and be foflowed 
by an Army of Popes and Do&ors : be- 
coming a Zealous and Venerable Saint 
notwithſtanding. Hincmarys of Rhemes 
could hardly eſcape. for vffering to mute 
tcr againſt Zidere, But 7idore himſelf, 
becauſe he did the Pope Service, though 
hebe a S$acrilegiozs perſon, and deſerves 
all that can be called Bad, tor the incom- 
parablc height and depth of his Yillzny ; 
yet he 1s received to fair Quarters, and 
well <ficcmed of by Cardinal Barenins - 
Teſtimonium ill pie 2 ( wtar verbis A- 
poſtolz ) Caith he) qudd Zelum habuit , ſed 
won ſecundum Scientiam. &c. 

I will give hin this Teſtimony, ( and 
here I will uſe the words of the Apoſtle )) He 
had a Zeal, but mot according to know- 
ledge. For becauſe the contention of An- 
relius, Brſhop of Carthage, Auguſtine, and 
other African Biſhops, ſeemed to him alit- 
tle more hot than it ſhould be , with Boni- 
face aud Celeliine the Roman Popes, in the 
Cauſe of Apiartus the Prieſt : he ſuppoſed 
it expedicxnt,, in that Fpiftle which he 
feignes in the name of Boniface, to patch 
up 
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up what was cut away. But away with theſe+ 
things? The Church of God is not found- 
ed, nor does it leannpon Chaff, it ſelf be- 
ing the Pillar and Ground of Trath. Ba- 
ron. Martyrol. Ottob. 16. 

I will not :note, how he abuſeth the 
Seriptures, nor how he wrelteth the 
words of the H. Apoſtle, to cover a fil- 
thy piece of Knavery : nor yet in what 
ſenſe he maketh the laft words, which he 
uttereth, to ſound ; concerning the Ro- 
war Churches being her ſelf the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth. Though matters are fo 
carried, as if ſhe were great enough to 
be her own Srppert, and without Ons 
founded on any other , were her own 
Foundation. A\IT ſhall obferve, is, that 
Hadrian 1. and Leo g. have been very zea- 
lous and tender of theſe Records: that 
BenediFus Levita got them confirmed by 
the Roman Chair - that ſeveral Popes, 
fince Leo 9. have imbraced, countenan- 
ced, and furthered them, as Pope Panl[ V. 
and Szxtus V. in particular: that Iſfdore 
27ercator , whom Baronizs confeſleth to 
bc a Cheat, isthe common Father of the 
Popiſh Compilers : That the Codes, or 
Zowes of the Conncils., at this day recet- 
ved in the Roman Church , for goud and 
Sacred Records , are by theie Colle@Fors, 
James 


James Merlin, Peter Crab, Lanrentins Su- 
rins, Carranza, Nicolinus , Severinus Bi- 
7i#s, Labbe, the ColleGio Regia , old Too, 
Gratian, &c, have digeſted theſe Impo- 
{tures, and recorded them as the Sacred 
Anthenticks of the H. Catholick Church : 
that whole Armies of Cardinals. Arch- 
biſhops, Biſhops, Do@ors, Schoolmen , Je- 
faites, Monks, Fryars,Canoniſts, SC, have 
cited rhem for many Ages as true Re- 
cords - that Turrzaz in particular (with 
] divers others) have ſet themſelves ſtre- 
nuoufly to detend them - thac taey haye 
impoſed the Cheat upon K:izgs and Emz 
perours : that the Forgerics are backed 
; with the Authoritics Of Popes, Empe- 
rours, Kings. &c, All, no doubt, having 
E | a zeal, but not according to knowledze , 
= that 1s, being exceed1ng regardful of the 
= Intereſt of the Chair, and frudioutJy 
I maintaining the Texzporal Kingdom of the 

Church, as they call it 5 but erring in 

the manner. While they thought this 
| the way to advance her, which 1s nov 
q become her apparent ſhame, and a pro- 

bable means ( without fudden amend- 
ment ) to bring ker to Confulton. 
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- That Princes may a little more'clearly 
ſce into the Myſtery of theſe counter- 


2 7 WR nay 

- . feit Deecretals. it is meet, in the cloſe of 
/ all, to expoſe to the view of the World 
: one Paſſage, out of many other, which-we 
. have paſled over in ſilence, The Defign 
; of it touches Kings and Emperours to 
. the ©xick, though (tor greater ſecurity 
; tothe Chair ) it be covertly expreſlied. 
It is in the Or:- ion of S. Petey to the peo- 


ple of Rome, In S. Clements Letter to 
S. James:and it is commended to the con- 
{ideration of the World by all the Popiſh 
Conmmtlers of the Decreces and Councils, J 
fron /7orc downwards. E 
'r1- revived in the firſt Epiſtle of 4- = 
#2.1"{tus,, as Binins * obſerves: And » gin. Marg | 
ex;refly repeated( becauſe they, will make inCl-ment, * 
much of it) in the counterfeit Letter of /% 7 
* Fabianus , a Roman Biſhop and Mar- * Fab. E- 
tyr, that lived about :4co * years ago, 1 
to this purpoſe. 238. 
When he had ſaid theſe things, and ma- $.Puers 
2y more like unto theſe, looking upon the y orged 
people , again, he ſaid, And you my dear- OO 
eſt brethren , and Fellow-Servants, obey 3 
this * Man that preftdeth over you to teach * The Ro. | 
you the Truth, IN ALL T HINGS: as Ei 
Knowing, that if any one grieveth im, he © © 
receiveth not Chriſt. who intruſted to bins 


the 


SES. 
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the Chair of Teaching: end he. that re- 
cezveth xot Chriit , fall be judged 1286 to 
have received God the Father : avdthere- * 
fore neither ſhall himſelf be received into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, &c. But ever 

coming together ts Clement , Date omnes 
operam fro 2pſo ſextire, (tis an Empha- 
tical expreflion ), make it your buſtneſs to 
be of his Opinion; and with your utmoſt 


ſtudy to ſhew your favier towards bim : 


Knowing, that for every one of Jour ſakes, 
the Enemy 1s more inraged againſt hin 4- 
lone , and ſtirs up greater Wars againſt 
him. Te ought therefore to endeavour with 
your _—_— ſtudy, that being all knit toge- 
ther in the Bond of love towards bim , ye 
may cleave unto' bim with a moſt perfe& 
affe@ion. But you alſo be ſure to continue 
#7 41imnows in all Concard, that you may 


ſo much the more eaftly obey him with one 


Conſent and Unanimity. Far which, both 


you may attain Salvation , aud be , while 
Je obey bim, may more —_— bear the 
F 


weight of the Burden laid upon him. They 
muſt with their »##2oſt ixdy favour hin, 
and bend all their Charity to each other, 
[ for this very end ] that they may cleave 
the faſter unto him; for do.ng which, 
they ſhall attain Selvation. I his envi- 
rons the Popes Chaic with Armies of 
Well- 
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zwell-wiſhers and Servants. But the Dax- 
gcrowm Paſſage follows , which ſhakes all 
the Thrones and Kingdomes in. the 
World ! Leſt they ſhould be an Army of 
filly Sheep, and ſimple Doves, wanting, 
the Serpents Frand and Sting. He admo- 
niſheth them further , that they all mnſt 
be Enemies to their Popes Enemies , and 
hate all that he hateth. leave Kings and 
Princesto judge of the words. 

Puedam etiam ex wobis ipſts antelligere 
debetis, Sc. Some things alſo ye ought to 
underſtand of your ſelves 5 If there be a- 
ny thing which he dares not evidently and + 
aanifeitly ſpeak out, for fear of the Trea- 
cheries of evil men. As for Inſtance : If 
he be an Enemy to any one for his Deeds, 
do net ye exped that he ſhonld tell you, Be 
ye not Friends with ſuch an one: but ye 
ought prudently to obſerve , and to do his 


_ Will without any Admonition, and to turn 


from him, againſt whom ye perceive he is 
an Fnemy:; nor Jo much 4s toſpeah to bin, 
with whom he ſpeaketh not, &c, That e- 


- very onein fault. while he covets to regain 


all your Friendfhips . may the ſooner make 
haſte to be reconciled to hin who is over 
all; and by this return to Salvation. while 
he begins to obey the Admonitions of his 
Swperiour. But if any one ſhall be a Friend 
ts 
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to thoſe to whom Ez is mot Friend, or 
ſpeak to thoſe to whom he ſpeaketh not , be 
zs one of them, &C, 
This dangerous Intimation is a ſuffici- 
ent hint for Jeſurtical Souls : He declares f 
his Principlc, that he 1s an Ezemy to ſome, 
contrary to our Saviours Order- and 
gives order to iis Diſciples to gueſs at | 
his meaning , and without any publick 
norice to execute the fame. Hatred re- | 
moves its Object; he hates, and they 
muſt do his Will wlacs Admonition. if | 
they miſtake his meaning , provided 
they do it out of Zeal, he can caftly con- | 
nive at it - which ſuits with their Practi- 
ſes, of Poyſoning Emperours, Murder- 
ing Kings, attempting on Queens, their 
Matlacre at Parzs, the Gunpowder-Trea- 
ſon, & c. The Diſtruments of which Acts, | 
are by ſuch Records rather favoured 
than diſcouraged; and ſome of them 
Canonized , rather than punithed in the 
See of Rome. | 4 
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